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EXT. SOLID GRANI TE COUNTRY HOUSE, | CELAND - DAWN

In the grey Iight of dawn we see a |arge country house nade
fromsolid stone in the Nordic style, isolated in the

I cel andic wilderness. Ponies graze all around and in the
di stance there is a beautiful nountain range where the sun
is rising.

Caption: Reykjavik, lceland. 4.15am July 20th 1972.
No |ights burn in the whole house. A car is approaching
t he house very fast up a long gravel drive with its
headl i ghts on full beam

I NT. COUNTRY HOUSE BEDROOM - DAWN

I nsi de the house we survey the debris of a bedroom which
has been recently trashed.

The roomis solidly furnished but the heavy oak chairs and
bedsi de tabl es have been overturned. Two table |anps have
been torn fromtheir sockets and the bul bs are smashed.

The only phone is off the hook and the wire has been pulled

fromthe wall. There is not a chessboard or chess piece in
si ght.
As we nove across the roomwe discover a tall, athletic

| ooking guy with black hair swept back fromhis face. He
is sitting notionless on a chair, peering out of the
wi ndow. He is wearing a vest and boxer shorts.

This i s BOBBY FI SCHER

He seens to be lost in a distant world. We study himfor a
nonent before hearing the approaching car screech to a halt
out si de. The car door slams and Bobby’s eyes re-focus.

Caption: This is a true story.

Bobby listens to the door flying open downstairs then the
clatter of footsteps on the wooden stairs that lead to the
bedroom Someone is clinbing the stairs in a tearing
hurry. The bedroom door bursts open but Bobby’'s face
hardly flickers.

A guy in his late forties stands in the doorway, wearing a
raincoat and carrying a trilby hat, breathless fromthe
stairs. This is MCALLI STER

He stares at Bobby and the debris of the roomfor a nonment
then enters, slammng the door angrily. Bobby doesn’t
flinch.
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There is evidently a huge agenda between the two nen but
Mcal lister takes a while distilling his anger into words.
Finally he speaks in a way that suggests he is quoting..

MCALLI STER
‘Never before, in human history,
has the outcome of an entire
gl obal war of ideas rested on the
shoul ders of one nan’.

Mcallister turns to Fischer. There is no reaction.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
I’ mquoting the President of the
United States. He was talking
about you. He called nme |ast
night. Three tines.

Mcallister Iifts the receiver of the dead phone and pl aces
it back on the hook

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
He’' s been trying to get a nmessage
to you.

Bobby barely reacts. Suddenly, in a burst of fury,
Mcal | i ster kicks one of the chairs. Bobby flinches a
little. For the first tine we sense Bobby is terrified but
hiding it beneath layers and | ayers of defiance and anger.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
In Moscow President Brezhnev
opened his only bottle of 1868
Loui s Roederer Chanpagne. Left
over fromthe revolution. You
know why?

A pause. Mallister hits each word as if it were a hamer
on a nail...

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
Because. . he. . heard...you d..quit.

Bobby fights his fear. He puts his long fingers together
in a tenple and rests his chin on them Mallister |oses
his cool again and yells...

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
There are boys your age in
Vi etnam gi ving their fucking
lives right now for the fight
agai nst Conmuni sm

Bobby nods once.
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MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
And all you have to do is put
your fucking pants on and pl ay.

A pause.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
If the Russians win this, they
win the brain war. There is only
one man on this entire planet who
can stop them

Mcal | i ster suddenly grabs one of the upturned chairs, slans
it upright and sits astride it, staring at Bobby face-to-
face. Their faces are close...

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
Now Bobby pl ease...get dressed,
conb your hair and go save the
free world.

At | ast, Bobby re-focuses his extraordinary, staring eyes
on Mcallister. Mallister waits...as if his whole life
depended on Bobby’s answer. Suddenly. ..

EXT. DESOLATE TRAI N TRACK, SONORA DESERT, ARI ZONA - HOT DAY

We hear the blast of a train whistle and conme close to the
wheel s of the Argonaut, the New Ol eans to Los Angel es
train, which is thundering through the desert.

Caption: Mbile, Arizona, 1950...twenty two years earlier

We then cut to a piece of track a third of a mle ahead. A
little boy, seven years old, is walking down the track. He
has extraordinary staring eyes and wild black hair. He has
a | ook of deep concentration as he tries to figure
somet hi ng out, stepping fromrailway sleeper to sleeper.

This is BOBBY FI SCHER as a boy (and what follows is based
on a true incident).

Behi nd Bobby we see a small one | evel house with the screen
door bl ow ng open and closed in a dusty wind. Bobby stops,
still deep in thought, and he sits down on the track to
better concentrate on the problemin his head.

The whistle of the train doesn’t penetrate the boy’'s
concentration. He continues to think. Behind himthe
train is getting closer.

Then, in the near distance, we see the door to the smnal
house fly open. A young girl of eleven energes, dressed in
worn overalls with her hair tied back. This is JOAN

FI SCHER, Bobby’s sister. She |ooks all around for Bobby

t hen spots himon the track. She yells.
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JOAN
Bobby! !

She begins to run as fast as she can up the sl ope towards
Bobby, who is still oblivious to the approaching train,
lost in his puzzle. A few seconds later a woman in a
floral dress appears fromthe house too. This is REG NA
FI SCHER, Bobby’s nother. She heard Joan call out and now
joins Joan running up the slope toward Bobby, yelling.

The train is now just fifty yards away from Bobby. The
whi stl e screans. At |ast...Bobby' s concentration is
broken. He turns through 180 degrees to | ook down the
track. He stands up to face the blunt nose of the train
whi ch is al nbst upon him

A second before the train hits, Joan snatches himand pulls
himto safety. The train shoots by just a yard away. Joan
falls back fromthe track and hol ds Bobby tight in her

arms. Joan is sobbing and sits down on the cinders that
surround the track.

Regina arrives in a cloud of dust and snatches Bobby from
his sister’s arnms and shakes him She yells with
i ncredul ous anger. .

REG NA
He was pl aying the gane wasn’t
he! He was playing the dam
gane.

I NT. BROOKLYN PSYCHI ATRI C HOSPI TAL

A long dark corridor filled with echoes. CQutside, through a
hi gh barred wi ndow, we see snow is falling.

Caption: Brooklyn Jewi sh Hospital, Brooklyn, New York - six
nonths | ater.

From a side door (unexpectedly) the ragged, quarrel sonme

Fi scher famly bursts through double doors. Bobby is now
dressed in cheap winter clothes. Joan is dressed in a
boy’s overcoat with heavy boots. Regina is snoking a
cigarette.

The caption fades up again, as if in response to the
arrival of the famly...

Caption: Famly psychiatric D vision.

Regina arrives at a frosted glass door with the words
‘Doctor Ariel Mengari, Cinical Psychiatrist.’

Regi na stops the famly at the door and drops her cigarette
on the floor. (Joan picks it up and puts it into a bin).
Regi na crouches down to brush Bobby's hair fromhis face.
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REG NA
Now Bobby, you act strange,
exactly the way you usually do.
Don’t suddenly start acting
normal or you' |l make ne | ook
ridicul ous, ok?

I NT. PSYCH ATRI ST’ S OFFI CE - DAY

A shaft of snowy light illum nates the psychiatrist (DOCTOR
ARIEL MENGARI). He is sitting at his desk which has been
cleared for a LARGE WOODEN CHESS SET on which a gane is
bei ng pl ayed. Across the desk we find Bobby. The gane is
fifteen noves ol d.

Mengari is early fifties and he is snoking a pipe. As
Mengari questions Bobby, we spend a nonent at the |evel of
t he board, anmong the chess pieces as the pipe snoke wafts
between them |I|ike the snoke of battle.

MENGARI
So Bobby, do you go to the novies
at all?

Silence. Mengari |ooks up and Bobby nods his head.

MENGARI ( CONT’ D)
You |i ke Westerns? Bang, bang,
all of that?

Bobby nods his head again. Mengari glances at Regina as if
he maybe doesn’t see the problem Regina speaks up to
prove a point....

REG NA
Bobby, have you ever been to the
Moon in a tram car?

Bobby nods his head and noves a piece. It is obvious Bobby
is in a kind of trance. Regina speaks softly to Mengari

REG NA ( CONT' D)
Once | poured a glass of water
over his head...

As Mengari studies the board, Bobby coughs a little on the
snmoke. Joan wafts the snoke away fromhis face. Regina
speaks in a whisper, staring at Bobby’'s | ook of
concentration

REG NA ( CONT’ D)
If | take the pieces away he just
plays in his head and that’s
worse. | thought it was Arizona
maki ng him crazy.

( MORE)
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REG NA( cont ' d)

But since we noved back to New
York he’s gone deeper inside.

A pause. Mengari nmakes a nove and speaks to Joan.

MENGARI
Does he ever play other games
with you?

Bobby hardly lets Mengari finish noving before making a
fast nove in response which startles Mengari. Mengari
frowmns a little at the new positions. Joan defends her
br ot her.

JCOAN
He pl ays hide and seek sonetines.

REG NA
Joan, don't lie. You hide, he
pl ays chess.

MENGAR)
What do you dream about Bobby?

Sil ence. Mengari glances at Regi na who shrugs. Mengar
makes a nove and takes Bobby’s rook.

MENGARI ( CONT’ D)
| happen to play chess to quite a
high level. H's ganme is pretty
good. Not exceptional though.
Check.

Bobby peers at Mengari w thout expression then noves his
Queen to a lethal position. A pause. Mengari studies the
new pl acements and after a nonent...he frowns...then | ooks
astoni shed. Bobby | ooks up with a deadly expression.

BOBBY
Check mat e.

Mengari studies the board for a long nonent. Finally...

MENGARI ( SOFTLY)
VWhere the hell did that cone
fronf

Regi na | eaps to her feet and speaks with authority.

REG NA
You see! It is a possession. He
i s possessed. .

She funbles for a cigarette...
REG NA ( CONT’ D)

Il think for himit is a kind of
sex. ..
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Mengari is still staring at the board with disbelief.

MENGARI
Who taught himto play |like this?
Wi ch cl ub does he bel ong to?

Regina lights her cigarette with a shaking hand..

REG NA
Cl ub? You think I encourage hin®

Mengari is on his feet, com ng around the desk, staring at
Bobby wi th astoni shnent.

MENGAR)
You nean he taught hinself?

Bobby fidgets. Joan speaks softly...

JOAN
Marma | think he’s done a pee.

Regi na and Mengari turn to see pee dripping from Bobby’s
chair. Reginais quietly triunphant...

REG NA
You see. Nothing stops himuntil
he’ s won.

I NT. THE FI SCHER APARTMENT, LOUNGE - NI GHT
Loud Charlie Parker jazz.

We are in a chaotic Brooklyn apartnent on the third fl oor
There are twenty people packed into the room drinking,
snmoki ng, arguing, |aughing and dancing to the nusic. Some
are New Yor k Bohem ans, others are East European
intellectuals, all of them seemintoxicated either by booze
or the conversation

We find Regina dancing with a young guy who has a flop of
bl ack hair. From behind and between the crowd, Joan
appears, delicately nmaking her way through the uproar
carrying a bow of potato chips toward the kitchen. W
foll ow her...

I NT. THE FI SCHER APARTMENT, KI TCHEN - NI GHT
The kitchen is strewn with beer and |liquor bottles, dirty
di shes, a caged hanster, full ashtrays and |ots of

COMVUNI ST AND REVCOLUTI ONARY POSTERS

The ki tchen door cl oses behind Joan and the nusic and
voices fade a little.
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As Joan enters the kitchen she finds Bobby asleep with his
head on the table, wearing his school uniform

Joan sighs. W should sense that Joan is the surrogate
not her to Bobby. She puts the bow of potato chips down on
t he tabl e and wakes himgently.

JCOAN
Are you still hungry Bobby? I
bought you supper.

He opens his eyes and bl i nks.

BOBBY
I's everybody still here?

Then the door bursts open and Regina enters. She |ooks a
little tipsy. She searches the cupboards as she tal ks and
grabs a carton of cigarettes and breaks it open..

REG NA
What are you two doing still up?
Go to bed.

JCOAN
It’s too noisy.

REG NA
Bl ane the Governnent. Every
communi ty hall in New York has

banned t he Comuni st party from
hol di ng neeti ngs.

BOBBY
Mom you' re not neeting, you're
danci ng.

Bobby is using the potato chips to spoon nustard out of a
jar into his nmouth. Regina turns to him

REG NA
Look, Joany he’s got nustard al
down his shirt. Wtch hi m when
he eats. Wy does he have to do
everything |like he’s nmade of
r ubber ?

Regi na | eaves with her cigarettes. Joan sits down and

wi pes nustard from Bobby’s nouth. Bobby | ooks upset by
what his nother said but Joan waves her arns |oosely as if
they were nmade fromrubber. After a nonment Bobby giggles
and Joan gi ggl es too.

I NT. THE FI SCHER APARTMENT, LI VI NG ROOM - LATER

Jazz is still playing |oud and everyone is arguing,
| aughi ng, drinking, dancing even harder than before.
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Joan appears fromthe kitchen, |eading Bobby by the hand
t hrough the debris of the party toward his bedroom

Bobby stops and | ooks for a nonent at his nother who is
sitting in a tight huddle with her dance partner, their
faces al nost touching.

BOBBY
Ni ght nom

Bobby’s voice is lost in the tunult and Regi na doesn’t
turn. Joan glares at their nother, tw tches Bobby's hand
and | eads hi mon.

I NT. THE FI SCHER APARTMENT, BOBBY' S BEDROOM - LATER

Joan | eads Bobby into the bedroom and as they nake their
way to the bed, we spend sone tine studying the room
There are no curtains and the bed sags al nost all the way
to the floor. There is a small desk, a bookcase and a hard
backed chair but no other furniture.

This could be any one of a mllion slum apartnment bedroons,
except for the fact that everywhere in this roomthere are
chessboards.

Some have the pieces set ready for a new gane but nost have
ganmes half played. There are also draw ngs of chess pieces
stuck to the walls and diagrans witten in a child s hand

of chess noves, illustrated with diagonal arrows.

The jazz nusic is still playing |loud outside. Joan |eads
Bobby to the bed and he clinbs in fully clothed. 1In the
bookcase beside the bed there are just two books; ‘Msters

of the Chessboard’ by Richard Reti and ‘M System by Aron
Ni nzowi t sch.

Joan ki sses Bobby on the forehead.

JOAN
Straight to sl eep now, ok?

Bobby nods and Joan goes to the door. The nusic swells then
qui etens as Joan | eaves. Bobby lies down in the bed and
pul s up the covers.

A few nonents pass and we hear |aughter fromthe party.
Then Bobby suddenly junps out of bed and goes to three of
the half played chess ganes in turn and nakes one nove on
each board. Then just as quickly he clinbs back into bed
and snuggl es under the covers.
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EXT. SNOW BROCKLYN STREET - MORNI NG

Traffic noi se and chaos. Bedford-Stuyvesant on a snowy,
wor ki ng norning. Joan stops to cross the road, holding
tightly to Bobby’s hand. Then a big, icy snowball hits
Bobby full in the face. Joan sees a ragged gang of Kkids
racing across the road towards them One of the kids calls
out. ..

KID 1
Dirty, filthy Comm e Jews!

Joan and Bobby set off running.

EXT. BROOKLYN SI DE STREET - MORNI NG

As Joan pulls Bobby al ong at break neck speed she skids on
the ice and falls. Books are strewn in the snow and Bobby
stops. The gang of kids appears around the corner in
pursuit.

Bobby sees Joan on the ground and nmakes a decision. He
drops his book bag and flies at the nearest kid.

He hits the kid (who is twice Bobby's size) full in the
chest and then bites his cheek so hard the kid squeals in
pain. The ferocity of the attack shocks the other kids and
t hey step back.

The kid who got bitten is bleeding fromhis wound. Bobby
stares at himwith a wild | ook.

BOBBY
There. Now you' re a Conmi e too.

The kids look a little scared and back away from Bobby and
Joan. Once they have gone, Bobby turns and hel ps his ol der
sister to her feet. She dusts off the snow prinmy.

JOAN
Never bite.

Bobby shrugs.

BOBBY
k.

EXT. BROOKLYN CHESS CLUB, MARSHALL STREET - MORNI NG

A battered Ford pulls up outside the |ocked front door of

t he Brooklyn chess club. It’s a cold norning. A Hispanic
guy in his early thirties (CARMNE Nl GRO gets out of the
car and produces a heavy bunch of keys as he approaches the
door of the club.
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He sl ows when he sees Joan and Bobby Fischer sitting on a
step nearby. Joan has a small sandw ch box on her knees.

As Carm ne begins to unlock the three | ocks on the door,
Joan stands and goes to Carm ne. She has rehearsed her
wor ds.

JCOAN
Sir, ny little brother over there
pl ays chess.

Carm ne gl ances at them and continues to unlock the
doors. ..

CARM NE
Yeah?

JOAN
And a doctor said he should cone
here.

CARM NE
A doctor?

JOAN
He said he shoul d show soneone.

Carmne finally engages and peers at themw th curiosity.

CARM NE
We don’t open until noon.

JOAN
Ch, ok.

Joan sits down to wait. Carmine is puzzled. It’s cold. He
checks his watch. W guess noon is a |long way away.

CARM NE
Are you here al one?

BOBBY
Mom had to go to the airport to
neet the second nost inportant
man in Bul gari a.

Carmne is puzzled, intrigued.

CARM NE
Where do you live?

JCOAN
Bedf or d- St uyvesant .

Carmine reacts to the distance they’ ve cone.
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CARM NE
How di d you get here?

JOAN
W wal ked.

Joan is snmart and sees the reaction on Carnmine’s face. She
gets to her feet and thrusts the small cardboard box into
Bobby’ s hands.

JOAN (CONT’ D)
Eat the sandwich first, then show
hi m what you can do.

I NT. BROOKLYN CHESS CLUB

We see the large open roomin half darkness. There are
lines and lines of tables with chessbhoards on them

Then Carmine enters and turns on the lights. W see
Bobby’' s face as the roomunfolds before him It’s |ike
['ightning striking.

There are twenty tables, all with chessboards set up ready
to play. Bobby' s eyes widen with wonder. It is an entire
uni verse of chess, with nothing in between or around it.

Carm ne studies Bobby’'s | ook of absolute wonder and smles.

CARM NE
k. | amofficially the twenty
fifth best chess player in New
York City. Let’s see how good you
are.

Bobby | ooks up at Carmine. Carm ne has already grabbed two
chess pieces, one black and one white, and he has them
behi nd hi s back.

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
Choose.

Suddenly...driving fifties rock and roll nusic takes us
into a Montage...

(W will now see nock ups and actual newsreel footage of
Bobby’s neteoric rise to chess fane, punctuated by shots of
wi ndows smashing. The smashed wi ndows will be unexpl ai ned
until the next sequence but for noww |l act as rhythm

The driving music will continue throughout the nontage.)

I NT. NAMELESS DARK WAREHOUSE

In a dark place we can’t fully discern, soneone smashes a
wi ndow wi th a basebal | bat.
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At the same tine we hear the voice of a 1950’s radi o news
announcer speaking in urgent newsreel tones...

ANNOUNCER
In New York City today, a teenage
sensation. ..

ARCHI VE | NT. UNI DENTI FI ED CHESS CLUB

W see Bobby as a young boy, in plaid shirt, walking
bet ween chess ganes...playing agai nst twenty opponents at
once. ..

ANNOUNCER
Bobby Fi scher at thirteen has
becone the youngest ever junior
chess chanpi on of Anerica...

The announcer’s voi ce fades..

I NT. NAMELESS DARK WAREHOUSE

Anot her wi ndow i s snmashed....the nusic continues...

ARCHI VE | NT. MANHATTAN CHESS CLUB

We see Bobby Fi scher playing against Donald Byrne. Bobby
is young and studious and stares intently at the board. The
previous radi o announcer’s voice fades into a second

Voi ce. .

RADI O ANNOUNCER 2
... Bobby Fischer, aged just
fourteen, played Anerican
G andmast er Donal d Byrne. .. and
beat him The game is already
bei ng described as the Gane of
the Century..

I NT. NAMELESS DARK WAREHOUSE

Anot her wi ndow i s snashed. ..

ARCH VE INT. TV STUDIO - ' 1’ VE GOI' A SECRET’

In bl eached bl ack and white, presenter Garry Moore is on
stage with a young Bobby Fischer. ..

MOORE
WIl you tell us how old you are
and where you' re from

Bobby blinks into the camera...



Pawn Sacrifice - Steven Knight - 24th August 2009 15.

BOBBY
I"'mfifteen and I’ m from
Br ookl yn.

Garry Moore turns to canera

MOORE
Thi s young man i s Bobby Fi scher
and listen to this, he is already
t he US chess chanpion. Not just
t he junior chess chanpion, he is
t he chanpi on of the whole of the
US, Grandmasters and all ..

I NT. NAMELESS DARK WAREHOUSE

Anot her wi ndow i s snmashed. ..

MOCK- UP_ARCHI VE | NT. CAVERNOUS HALL, EASTERN EUROCPE

The footage is black and white and grainy but we see that
Bobby is a little older now He is posing for photographs
anong a group of East European chess nasters, with a
chessboard in front of him He looks a little bew | dered
at the attention. His sister Joan (also a little older) is
smling at his side. W hear a newsreel announcer...

NEWSREEL VO CE. ..
In Portoroz, Yugoslavia, American
chess prodi gy Bobby Fi scher has
becone the youngest ever chess
G andmaster in the history of
chess at the age of just
fifteen...

We nove cl ose and see that Bobby has a | arge dog tag around
his neck with his nanme on it.

I NT. NAMELESS DARK WAREHOUSE

Anot her wi ndow is smashed. Gass falls in a shower. In
harsh Cty lights and shadows the baseball bat that broke
the windows is tossed onto the ground. A young man sits
down on the broken glass and puts his head on his knees...

The mnusi c ends.

I NT. PCLI CE STATI ON
Si | ence.

W see an enpty corridor at two am and hear the echoing
sound of drunks and crazy people comng fromthe cells.
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Caption: Bedford-Stuyvesant police station. August 1961.

Then we hear footsteps. A big mddle aged COP appears,

foll owed shortly afterwards by Regina, who clips along the
corridor in high heel shoes. She | ooks older and fromthe
way she is dressed we guess she has been pulled away from a
party of some ki nd.

COoP
We found hi m smashi ng wi ndows
with a baseball bat in a derelict
war ehouse.

The cop stops to unlock a barred door and show Regi na
t hrough to the secure area..

COP (CONT’ D)
We brought himin for his own
safety. It isn't a great idea

for a white guy to wal k around

t hi s nei ghborhood in the mddle
of the night wearing a green

vel vet suit and white shoes, you
know?

I NT. PRI SON CELL

We are about to properly neet the young adult Bobby Fi scher
for the first tinme.

Bobby is Iying on the single hard bed inside the cell. He
is indeed wearing a green velvet suit and white shoes. Hi s
hair flops over his eyes, his chin is stubbled.

He | ooks fantastic in the truest sense, in the fantastical
sense of the word.

W will soon see he is handsone and his eyes are
extraordinary. H's strange clothes are worn without effort
or artifice. He dresses this way because he is different
not because he wants to be different.

When the key turns in the | ock, Bobby opens his eyes. He
has a deep, piercing stare. He blinks at the ceiling then
turns to see the cop entering, acconpani ed by his nother.

BOBBY (1 NSTANTLY)
... Not you.

REG NA (JUST AS FAST)
You see what | have to deal
with...

BOBBY
Wait, wait, when do you deal ?
When do you ‘deal’?
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The cop raps the bars with his night stick.

coP
That’s no way to speak to your
not her. Get on your feet....

Bobby drags hinself to his feet. W see himnowin his
full glory, lithe and nuscled with a slow way of
novi ng. . .even though he is dishevelled. H's green suit
makes him |l ook |ike sonething froma St. Patrick’s Day
parade but it hangs well.

REG NA
Way have you stopped com ng hone?

He turns sharply..

BOBBY
Because that new boyfriend of
yours has got big feet, and they
kind of fill up the apartnent,
you know? Like slap, slap, slap
i ke fucking Sasquatch all night
l ong. ..

Bobby has begun to do a crazy inpression of a guy we infer
isin Regina's life. Bobby inhabits his body in a | oose
way, his |inmbs making big sweeping novenents. Regina is
di spassi onate and ignores his play acting.

REG NA
Wiy did you break the w ndows?

COP (V\EEARY)
M’ am | just need twenty dollars
to pay for the damage.

BOBBY (TO REG NA)
| broke them because they were
bet ween ne and what | want ed.

coP
It was an enpty warehouse.

Bobby | aughs. . .

BOBBY
Yeah that’'s what | want. | want
enpty roons.

Bobby’' s desire for ‘enpty roons’ has struck Regi na hard.
She | ooks at the floor to hide her enotion. The cop wants
no part of this donestic drama. He sees Regina is getting
upset. ..
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coP
Twenty dollars and you can go
have your touching reunion
sonewhere el se.

Regi na | ooks up. Bobby and Regi na stare at each ot her
Al nost twenty years of bitterness, neglect,
m sunder st andi ng between them Bobby | aughs. ..

BOBBY
She needs tinme to deci de whet her
I"'mworth it.

REG NA
Bobby I know I wasn’t around in

t he past...
Bobby interrupts and pushes past her.

BOBBY
Pay the man. A dollar for every
year of ny life you screwed up
pl us sonme change.

Bobby | eaves the cell. Regina is about to hurry after him
but the cop uses his night stick to bar the way.

coP
Twenty dol | ars.

There is a | ook of profound sadness on Regina's face as if
she is reviewing her life with her son. As she reaches for
her purse she appears to have nmade a deci si on about Bobby.

EXT. GREENW CH VI LLACE PARK

It’s a beautiful sumer’s day and the eccentrics who play
chess in the open air are gathered around the chess tables.
W see a whole world of early Sixties Beatniks and
renegades inhabiting the park. It is a refuge for msfits,
poets and drifters.

Then a young woman of twenty two appears. She is suburban
and sensibly dressed and | ooks out of place anongst the
chess players and buns.

W will learn that this is JOAN AS AN ADULT. She nakes her
way through the tables, |ooking for soneone.

Finally she sees Bobby |lying asleep at the foot of the
statue in Washington Square. He is dressed in a baggy suit
with battered dress shoes. Joan approaches him Bobby
feel s her shadow on his eyes and opens them He fixes her
with his extraordinary stare..
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He is about to get up and wal k away but she grabs his arm
She produces a gun and points it at his head. W should be
startled at first...until we realize it is a battered old

t oy gun.

JCOAN
| bought M Peacenaker so stay
where you are.

A pause. Bobby obviously recognizes the toy gun and
snatches it.

BOBBY
Where the hell did you find this?
JOAN
Under the sofa. |[|’ve been
hel pi ng nom cl ean up the

apart nent .

Bobby stuffs the toy gun into his shirt and | eans back
agai nst the statue plinth.

BOBBY
Joan, do you think Monma’'s going
to sleep with every Conmuni st who
cones to New York?..

JOAN
Pl ease. .

BOBBY
She’s like the Statue of Liberty
but instead of standing up with a
torch she’s |aying down with her
| egs apart. ..

Joan grabs himand shoves himhard agai nst the statue
plinth. Suddenly they are kids again but Bobby doesn’t

| ook contrite. He |ooks away toward the chess tables. She
pushes his fringe away from his face.

JOAN
You | ook |ike you re not eating.

BOBBY
| eat with the pigeons.

JOAN
That’s very heroic. Are they
tired of your table manners yet?

A pause. W sense that Joan is about to give Bobby sone
i mportant news and is searching for the right words.
Finally...
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JOAN ( CONT’ D)
After we cleaned up the apartnent
nom got the hot water fixed.

Bobby | ooks puzzl ed, sensing an agenda.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
And we got lots of tins of food
in. And she bought you a new
bed.

She reaches into her purse...and produces a set of keys
whi ch she offers to Bobby.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
The bed is nomis | eaving present
for you. These are her keys. She
won’t be living there anynore.

Bobby is shocked but turns his head away to hide his
reaction. Joan |lays the keys down and speaks about her
not her wearily. ..

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
She said she’s going on a march
for world peace. Los Angeles to
Moscow. . .

A pause as they glance at each other.

JOAN (CONT' D)
And after that she’s going to
live in California with this new

guy.
Nei t her one of themwants their eyes to neet.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
She thought if she went away at
| east you woul d go hone and sl eep
in a bed.

A pause. Joan adds softly.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
She said you told her you wanted
enpty roons.

Bobby hears his own words but stubbornly refuses to let his
enoti on show. Pigeons flutter around them Joan puts the
keys into Bobby’s jacket pocket.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
So pl ease go back to the
apartnment and sleep in your new
bed. . .
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A pause. Joan produces sone cash and offers it.

JOAN (CONT’ D)
Buy stuff. Vegetables. Every day.

Bobby stares at the cash and a flicker of vulnerability
crosses his face.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
"1l stop by when | can but with
t he baby you know...?

We stay with his reaction. W mght sense he is about to
break but he fights it and a nad | ook of determ nation
replaces his upset. It is a look we will cone to know wel|.
A long nonent. He takes the cash. She takes his hand and
squeezes it.

JOAN (CONT’ D)
| al ways have your hand.

After a noment she lets go of his hand.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
You’ re a man now Bobby. Maybe
this'|Il make you act |ike one.

EXT. FIVE STAR TROPI CAL | SLAND HOTEL, GARDEN - DAY

A | arge wooden door is closed and has a sign on it with the
words ‘' Silence, match in progress’ . The door suddenly flies
open and Bobby energes...

BOBBY
They are trying to kill ne..

Bobby is a tangle of arns and flying hair in a creased,
dark linen suit. We discover we are in the garden of an
expensive hotel. A nonsoon rainstormis drenching the
garden and we see a |large table of food set for a banquet
inside a | arge gazebo. Peacocks and humm ngbirds strut and
fly. The scene should | ook other worldly and bizarre after
Washi ngt on Squar e.

Caption: Curacao |International Chess Chanpi onships...
February 1962.

Bobby is followed out through the doors by a small arny of
astoni shed FIDE (chess federation) officials, wearing
arnbands, along with journalists, chess nerds and others.
Where seconds before there was tranquillity, now there is
upr oar.

The procession around Bobby is joined by stray dogs who
begin to yap around his heels as he strides away through
t he garden.
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At Bobby’'s side we find a M DDLE- AGED CARM NE NI GRO, who is
now Bobby’s manager and who is hissing at Bobby to calm
down. Carmine has a little grey but he is still trimand
neat. He grabs Bobby’ s arm but Bobby yanks his armfree
and yells. ..

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
They fucking cheated!! They are
all Communi st cheats. ..

Bobby grabs a guy who is scribbling Bobby's words onto a
not epad. . .

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
You want that in Russian?
OK...N et pycni osmahbi. The
Russi ans are fucking cheats.

A peacock spreads its fan and screans. An official grabs
Bobby’s arm ..

OFFI Cl AL
M Fischer, if we could just go
back inside the auditorium and
tal k about this...

Bobby twirls around and pushes the official hard and he
falls into a table of food. The peacocks screeches. The
dogs howl. The crowd are astoni shed and Bobby finally
realizes he’s gone too far.

There is silence for a nonment. Then Bobby grabs a chair,
turns it around and stands up on it.

BOBBY
Gk, | want to nmake a statenent.

Carmne tries to physically pull himdown but Bobby is
strong and angry. The rain drunms on the roof of the gazebo.
Bobby is like a prize fighter, |lean and uneasy in his |inen
suit. He stares around at the journalists with a wary

eye. ...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
First 1'd like to apol ogi ze for
pushing that guy over. Is he
alright?

The guy is getting to his feet.
CFFI Cl AL
Sonething to tell ny
grandchi | dr en.

Nervous | aughter. As Bobby continues we hear whi spered
transl ati ons around the room
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BOBBY
| cane here to Curacao because |
wanted to take part in the
Feder ati on Chanpi onship, which is
nmy right because | qualified as
Ameri can chanpi on

A fly bothers Bobby and he snatches it out of the air, his
fist tight...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
But it is obvious to ne that as
usual this whol e tournanent has
been fixed by the Russians and
t he Federation have let it
happen.

Carmine rolls his eyes. Murnmurs around the audi ence.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
The Russians arrange draws in
advance so they can pack the
quarter finals. The Federation
is rotten to its insides and
everybody knows it.

Bobby begins to work hinself up as he talks...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
As a result | amquitting as of
ri ght now, nowthis-second..

The audi ence gasps with astoni shnent. ..

CARM NE (SOFTLY)
Oh Bobby, nman, cone on

BOBBY
Yeah, that’s fucking it. | won't
pl ay agai nst Conmmuni st cheats who
hate ne and hate Anerica..

It seens Bobby has just decided on this. He blinks a
little and sees a radi o m crophone poking out fromthe
crowd.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Sorry about the ‘fucks’ in
there...but anyway. ..

He gets mad again....

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
...Screw you all and the
Federati on and your fucking
peacocks. I'mretiring from chess
forever.
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Bobby ki cks over the chair as he gets down and wal ks away
through a flutter of peacock feathers...

EXT. BROOKLYN STREET - HOT' SUMMER S DAY

Bobby wal ks down t he crowded, dangerous | ooking street
dressed in a sharp suit and white shoes.

He has ten rolls of silver alum numfoil under his arm and
he can barely carry them Sone kids yell at himas he
passes but he is oblivious, playing a ganme in his head.

I NT. THE FI SCHER APARTMENT, KI TCHEN

The kitchen is now even nore of a ness than in the old

days, though the radical posters have been replaced with
chess diagrans. The kitchen is a tumult of dishes and
debris fromlong ago neals. There are containers fromtake-
out neals and dirty coffee cups. Bobby enters, singing a
rock and roll song to hinmself and dancing as he wal ks. He
noves | oosely with a certain grace. He ransacks the pl ace
before finding some sticking tape in a drawer.

I NT. THE FI SCHER APARTMENT, LI VI NG ROOM

W get to see the conditions in which Bobby is now |iving.
The house is totally wecked but anongst the debris there
are seventeen chess sets all laid out with ganes at various
st ages.

Bobby grabs a hard backed chair and stands on it. He
begins the job of covering the windows with the silver
alumnumfoil. Sunlight pierces the alumnumfoil covers
in shafts at the edges. He has covered one of the w ndows
with the foil and is about to cover a second.

He doesn’t hear the key in the door and, after a nonent,
Joan enters with a sack of groceries. She al so scoops up a
stack of mail which has piled up against the door.

When she sees what Bobby is doing she | ooks astoni shed at
first but she quickly regains her conposure and we shoul d
suspect Bobby’s odd behavi our is routine.

JOAN (EVENLY)
What are you doi ng Bobby?

Bobby catches her reaction (he knows she thinks he’s crazy)
but he continues to work.

BOBBY
Don’t you listen to the news?

Joan begins to unpack the groceries.
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BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
The Russians are going to shoot
m ssiles at us from Cuba.

She nods and studies him

JOAN
And you think cut price turkey
alum numfoil fromJoe’ s corner
store will keep out radiation.

He gl ances at her but conti nues.

BOBBY
There’s nothing for you to say
about ‘crazy’ because this tine
it’s not me that’s crazy. It’s
not nme planning to fry the
fucking world. What's crazier
t han that?

Joan sits down and begins to sort through Bobby' s mail.

JOAN
Six letters fromthe
Federation. ..

BOBBY
| put their letters in the
toilet.

Joan separates the bills. Bobby works on. Joan then sees an
envel ope with a California post mark.

JOAN
This one’s fromnmom Shall |
open it?

BOBBY (| NSTANTLY)
You think Kruschev will fire his
nukes at California too?
Wuldn't that be a laugh if she
got killed by a Communi st nuke.

Joan peers at Bobby, who | ooks to be in a bad way. Through
her attenpt to be light, she registers deep concern. Bobby
continues to put up the silver alumnumfoil round his

wi ndows. Joan cones cl ose..

JCOAN
You | ook terrible Bobby.

There is now an eerie light inside the kitchen com ng from
the splits in the foil. Bobby hears Joan’s concern and
takes a breath. He feels a little foolish and steps down
fromthe chair. He sits down.
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Joan grabs a chair and sits opposite Bobby. She produces a
conb fromthe bag.

JOAN (CONT’ D)
| bunped into an old friend from
school

It seens |ike the nost natural thing in the world for Joan
to begin to conb Bobby’'s hair back fromhis face. He cl oses
his eyes and we sense a tenderness he rarely gives in to.
They are children again...

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
She saw your picture in New York
Ti mes magazi ne.

Bobby opens his eyes...

BOBBY
I was in the New York Tines?

JCOAN
The piece about you quitting.

Bobby cl oses his eyes.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
From t he photo, she thinks you re
a | ooker.

Bobby doesn’t hear. Joan strai ghtens Bobby’'s hair with her
fingers....

JOAN (CONT’ D)
| don't see it, you know? | just
see a hol e where food goes.
But anyway. . .

Bobby opens his eyes. Joan smles.

JOAN (CONT' D)
You have a date.

I NT. BROOKLYN DI NER

Sixties rock and roll is playing and the diner is typical
early sixties. Afairly plain young girl (MARIA) is
waiting. She |ooks nervous as she sips her frothy coffee
and delicately wipes her lip with a napkin. Then Bobby
enters. He is wearing a blue drape coat and his hair is
greased back. Maria knows it can’'t be anyone el se and
waves at him He approaches. Sone of the tough guys in
the diner | ook at himand snigger but he is absolutely
unawar e.
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BOBBY
Mari a?

Mari a | ooks pl eased.

MARI A
Bobby?

BOBBY
My sister told me not to scare
you.

A pause. He smiles as he sits.

BOBBY ( CONT' D)
Boo.

Before Maria can speak. .

BOBBY
Are you a virgin too?

Mari a al nost chokes on her coffee.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
| don’t nuch care, you know?

A pause.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
I nean | don’t know why there’s
even a word for it. There's no
word for people who' ve never
flown in a plane or...never
pushed a chess official into a
gat eau. .

Maria looks a little thrown...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Do you ever make up words for
things there’s no word for?

MARI A
l...no | really don’t.

BOBBY
Am | scaring you by the way?

MARI A
No...alittle..

Maria is beginning to get up to speed wi th Bobby’s

crazi ness. Bobby runs his fingers through his wild hair.
Maria is unnerved but drawn to his eyes, his look...there
is a silence which Bobby doesn’'t find awkward at all.
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He | ooks all around at the other custoners, a nervous
energy exuding fromhis eyes...

MARI A ( CONT’ D)
I"'mltalian.

Bobby doesn’t respond.

MARI A ( CONT’ D)
Joan said you ve been to Rone to
pl ay chess.

BOBBY (| NSTANTLY)
It has two hundred and thirty
five statues of people who | ook
like they’'re still in bed.

MARI A ( LAUGHI NG
Did you count then?

BOBBY ( NOT ANSWERI NG)
Are you interested in politics?

MARI A
I’mactually a Republican.

BOBBY
Right there, that’s why you're a
virgin. Republicans only have
sex to have babi es. Denocrats
have sex because they can’'t help
t hensel ves.

Mari a | aughs again. Bobby is puzzled by her |aughter and
we sense he wasn’t joking, he neant it. He has begun to re-
arrange the sugar cubes with his long fingers...

MARI A
Are you going to eat sonething?

Bobby puts a sugar cube into his nmouth. He peers at Maria
for a nonent.

BOBBY
Do you play chess.

MARI A
No.

BOBBY
Nei t her do I.

Maria takes a breath, decides to be bold.

MARI A ( CONT’ D)
Joan said now you ve quit maybe
you' d start doi ng regul ar things.
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Bobby reads that Maria thinks maybe she is one of the
regular things he mght do. He smles to hinself then
peers at Maria' s face. After a nonent...

BOBBY
Beauti f ul .

He stares sone nore at her face. Maria reacts...blushing a
little. Then...still staring directly at her face...he
speaks fast and even...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Capabl anca versus Emanuel Lasker,
Havana, 1921, end gane. The
Wiite King was here..

Bobby touches the tip of Maria s nose...

BOBBY ( CONT' D)
Bl ack King here...

He touches her chin. As Bobby nanes different chess pieces
he gently touches her eyes, her cheeks, her ears, placing
each piece froma renenbered set up as if Maria' s face were
a chessboard. ..

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
VWi te Knight, black pawn, white
rook, bl ack Bishop..

Maria has cl osed her eyes, his touch is gentle.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Capabl anca won by novi ng your eye
to your chin and your ear to your
nose and taking out an eye for a
cheek bone.

A pause. Bobby stares at her face and | ooks troubl ed. ..

BOBBY ( CONT' D SOFTLY)
Beautiful |ike a Picasso.

After a nmonent, Maria opens her eyes. She looks a little
overwhel med by his gentle physicality and snmles. But
Bobby | ooks at her reaction with inconprehension. He
shakes hi s head.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)

Maria...l"mtrying to tell you
that I quit chess but chess wll
never quit ne. It won't even |et

nme see your face.

A pause. Bobby | ooks down at his knees, shakes his head
and | ooks up. Then, even though he is | ooking Maria in the
eye, he speaks to Joan.
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BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Joan, |I’msorry.

He grabs his coat and | eaves.

EXT. WASHI NGTON PARK - M DW NTER MORNI NG

The chess tables are all enpty and flurries of snow bl ow
across the park. The park has been enptied by the
weat her...apart from one man.

We find Bobby sitting alone at a chess table wearing just a
thin blue suit. He stares at the enpty chessboard and we
shoul d sense he is playing a ganme with invisible pieces.

Caption: Washington Square, Decenber 1968.

He | ooks up through the blizzard and sees a young boy and
his ol der sister making their way through the park. It is
uncertain but it |ooks |ike Bobby as a child with Joan.

He blinks away sone snowfl akes and the children di sappear.

This should be a fleeting nonent but for the first tine we
are introduced to the idea that when Bobby is at the table,
he sees things that maybe aren’t there.

Then we see a guy in thick winter clothes approaching. His
face is covered in a scarf, but when he cones cl ose and
pushes the scarf down, we see it is MCALLI STER fromthe
openi ng scenes. He | ooks a couple of years younger than
when we saw him...

He sits down opposite Bobby and there is a nonent’s pause.

BOBBY
You want a gane?

MCALLI STER
What ? You think I’ m stupid?

Bobby hardly reacts.

BOBBY
You know who | am

MCALLI STER
Yeah | know who you are.

Bobby hides in his collar.

BOBBY
You' re a fucking journalist,
right?

MCALLI STER

No. . .
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BOBBY
Journalists cone here to find
ne. ..

MCALLI STER

Maybe you want to be found.

Bobby gl ares from above his collar. He is a little wong
footed by the stranger...

BOBBY
So who the fuck are you?

MCALLI STER
Soneone who read the articles you
wote a couple of years ago about
t he Russi ans being cheats. Are
you still political Bobby?

Bobby | aughs in a cloud of breath...
BOBBY

Yeabh. Li ke a rock. Li ke a
basebal | bat. ..

MCALLI STER
You told the truth about them
BOBBY
Sonetinmes the truth is a hand
grenade. | just nade that up by

t he way.

Mcal lister pulls a chess magazine fromhis pocket. He
shivers in an icy blast...snowis falling on the board.

MCALLI STER
| guess you don’t read the chess
nmagazi nes anynore.

Bobby gl ares at the magazine.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
So you won’t have heard the news.

Mcal | i ster hangs on to the
| onger.

Bobby sours a little.

information a little
MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)

They’ re comng to Aneri ca.

Mcal | i ster turns the nagazi ne around so Bobby can see the
headline. W don't see it yet...
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MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
The Sovi et chess teamis com ng
to California for the Pitiagorsky
t our nanment. Hands across the
water, all that shit.

Bobby can’t hel p but react.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
Are you still angry Bobby?

Bobby suddenly glares all around at the enpty tables as the
snow begins to cover them..

BOBBY
Yeah I'’mangry. |’mangry that
alittle bit of snow scares
everybody away. Anerica has gone
soft.

Mcal | i ster gestures at the nagazine.

MCALLI STER
That’ s why the Russians are
| aughing at us. And the only man
who can stop them | aughing pl ays
in the park with punks Iike ne.

Bobby’ s eyes begin to blaze and he repeats his earlier
guestion with venom..

BOBBY
Seriously, who the fuck are you?

MCALLI STER
Someone who | oves chess and | oves
his country and wants to see you
play. That’s all. You stay here
and yell at the blizzard if you
want but if you got off your ass
you coul d speak for Anerica.

Mcal | i ster pushes the magazine across the table...then
turns up his collar, gets to his feet and wal ks. Bobby
wat ches himgo with burning eyes. He then w pes the thin
| ayer of snow fromthe headline. ’Soviet invasion to hit
California Surf’.

Bobby stares at it then | ooks up at the nysterious figure
of Mcallister, who is now disappearing in the blizzard.
Bobby thinks for a nmonment...then w pes the snow fromthe
chess squares on the table with a swi pe of his sleeve.
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I NT. THE FI SCHER APARTMENT, BEDROOM - N GHT

The silver alumnumfoil on the windows is nowin tatters
and street light enters fromoutside in flickering shards.
Bobby is playing seventeen ganes of chess at once, noving
fromone gane to another, noving each piece with a
characteristic slap.

He patrols the roomlike a caged animal, noving a piece and
then nmoving on...relentlessly playing out every gane. The
magazi ne Mcallister gave himis open on the desk. W
glinpse a sub headi ng headline ‘' Soviets set for clean sweep
in Santa Monica’.

He gl ances at the mmgazine as he plays, his anger rising.

Then we hear a bed creaking frombehind a closed door. It
becones the unm st akabl e sound of soneone having sex in a
creaky bed. It is comng fromwhat used to be Bobby’s

not her’s room Bobby snarls and flies across the roomto
snatch open the bedroom door

The bed is enpty, the roomis bare. Bobby takes sone angry
breaths. He turns back to glare at the open nmagazine. Hs
not her and the Soviets are one and the sane thing. A

deci sion is nade. ..

EXT. BROOKLYN CHESS CLUB - NI GHT

A Priest in long black robes appears under the street |ight
outside the Marshall Street Club. He walks up the steps of
the club and rings the doorbell. W spend a nonent on his
fl eshy, handsone face.

This is FATHER LOVBARDY. After a nonent, Carmne N gro
opens the door.

I NT. BROOKLYN CHESS CLUB, CORRIDOR - N GHT

Carm ne is expecting Lonbardy and they set off wal ki ng down
the half lit corridor, Lonbardy’s |ong robes sw shing as he
wal ks.

CARM NE
He’ s been preparing for your
arrival for six hours.

LOVBARDY
| hope he realizes it’'s a
comm ttee that decides the US
team Not just ne.

CARM NE
You're the only sel ector he
respects.
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Carm ne hands Lonbardy a letter. Lonbardy reads as they
wal k.

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
It’s a letter of explanation to
t he Federati on.

LOVBARDY
Wth ‘fuck’ in the first |line.

Carm ne hol ds a door for Lonbardy.

CARM NE
He's spent a long tine nursing a
gri evance.

Lonbar dy passes through the door...

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
And he’s al so spent the tine
studyi ng how t he Russi ans
pl ay...every day, eighteen hours
a day.

They have reached a second gl ass door that |eads into the
mai n room of the chess club. Through the frosted gl ass
they can see the black snudge of Bobby’ s suit as he paces
back and forth. Lonbardy stops and gl ances through the

gl ass.

LOVBARDY
He still has his opinions?

CARM NE
If you picked himl would keep
hi m out of trouble..

LOVBARDY
The Pitiagorsky has been
organi zed to build bridges with
the Soviets, not set fire to
t hem

CARM NE
So we | ose twelve to zero and
that’ s a bridge.

Lonbardy sighs, takes a noment and peers through the
frosted glass at the restless shadow.

LOVBARDY
Anyway | heard he’s burnt out.

Carm ne smiles and speaks softly.

CARM NE
Bobby didn’t burn out.
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A pause.

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
He expl oded.

Carm ne opens the door to the ganme room

I NT. BROOKLYN CHESS CLUB, GAME ROOM

Carm ne ushers Lonbardy into the main hall of the chess
club. Bobby Fischer stops patrolling and stands al one at a
table. He is dressed to kill in blue suede shoes and a neat
black suit. His hair is conbed back, his eyes are filled
with power.

Carm ne | eads Lonbardy between chess tables. It’s a long
wal k and Bobby Fischer stares at Lombardy. Wen they
arrive....

CARM NE
Bobby? Father WIIiam Lonbardy.
Sel ector and fell ow G andnast er.

Bobby stares at Father Lonbardy’s hand and speaks
qui ckly. ..

BOBBY
Agai nst Petrosian in Belgrade in
the third game you shouldn’t have
sacrificed your King pawn so
soon. It fucked you up.

Fat her Lonbardy rocks back a little...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
You al ways play too cautiously
but then you hit a streak and you
go crazy in the other direction.
It’s a bad fault.

They peer at each ot her.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D SOFTLY)
Hey, if | criticize a priest, do
| go to hell?

LOVBARDY
No. Not if you' re right.

Bobby gestures at the chessboards which are |lined up before
t hem
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BOBBY
I’ mgoing to show you how you
coul d’ve beaten Petrosian. In

twenty four noves.

LOVBARDY
That isn’'t possible.

Bobby reaches down and noves the white pawn on the first
boar d.

BOBBY
He al ways opens like this, right?

Bobby gestures at the second board.

As the conversation continues, Bobby |eads Carm ne and
Lonbardy fromtable to table. Each table has been | aid out
in advance, follow ng the course of a game that Lonbardy

pl ayed agai nst Petrosian. As Bobby |eads themto each
tabl e, he makes the next nove.

As they nove from board to board, they can follow the
strategy. Bobby noves the pieces with an arrogant sl ap.
They make their way down the | ength of the room and double
back again, the conversation continuing as they progress.

As they wal k and tal k, Lonbardy in particular |ooks at each
new nove on each new chessboard with grow ng fascination

LOVBARDY
You under stand, Bobby, that this
t our nament i s about dipl onmacy.

Bobby i gnores Lonbardy and sl aps down two new noves.

BOBBY
I want five hundred dollars for
each gane | play. | want to buy
ny sister something for her new
baby.

They wal k on...Lonbardy is now getting ahead to see how t he
game unravel s..

LOVBARDY
| heard you were taking
medi cati on

BOBBY
My sister put ne on anxiety pills
for a while. They worked. ..

He turns and gives Lonbardy a crazy grin..
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BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
But | started playing chess as
badly as you so | stopped.

Carmine winces a little but Lonbardy is becom ng enraptured
by the gane Bobby is revealing. He twitches at the next
nove and Bobby smles and gestures at the board.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
You think I just fucked up all ny
good work, right?

A pause. Bobby gestures at the enpty chair at the table.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
So does Petrosi an.

Bobby then noves to the next table and noves a piece, then
t he next table, then the next, then the next, noving one
piece at a time until he has reached the | ast table where
he noves a white piece and then...after a pause...knocks
over the white King.

He has won the gane.

Lonbardy studies the progression with grow ng astoni shment
then realizes the enormty of what he is | ooking at.
Lonbar dy speaks softly.

LOVBARDY
Holy shit.

A pause. Bobby grins at Lonbardy.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Wiy don’t you take the crazy guy
to California.

EXT. SANTA MONI CA BEACH

Waves crash on a perfect sun drenched day on the beach at
Santa Monica. The surf is up and we hear driving | ate-
sixties surf nusic.

Then suddenly one...then two...then three bl ack, Russian-
made Zil cars enter shot. We pull wide to watch ten of them
all parking in a |line beside the beach.

Caption: Santa Monica California, June 1969.

The doors open and KGB nen in dark suits and shades begin
to emerge fromthe cars. They open the rear doors and out
step TEN less well built men who are al so dressed in dark
suits.
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This is the SOVIET CHESS TEAM just off the flight from
Moscow. As the Grandnmasters step hesitantly onto the sand
the rock nusic fades into the news jingle of an LA radio
station and we hear the voice of the news reporter.

REPORTER
This is 93 KH)] news, Los
Angel es. . .

Behi nd the G andmasters, standing by the Zil cars, the KGB
men stand and wait. The chess players stroll self
consciously onto the sand, |ike children being allowed a
run out. We hear the news report begin..

REPORTER
The Cold War cane to the West
Coast today when the Sovi et Union
chess teamarrived in Los Angeles
for a good-w Il chess tournanent
to be held in Santa Mbni ca.

We isolate one particular Gandmaster in shades who is
lighting a cigarette. He has his hair brushed back and
|l ooks a little nore athletic than the others. This is
BORI S SPASSKY.

REPORTER
The Sovi et team i ncl udes the
current world chanpion Boris
Spassky, reputed to be the best
chess player who ever |ived.

Bori s Spassky takes off his shades and rubs his eyes
against the bright light. W see deep weariness...

EXT. BEVERLY HI LLS HOTEL

The fleet of Zils cruises up the palmfringed driveway
towards the five star hotel |obby. The doormen junp to
attention to open the doors. A handful of photographers
begin to take photos. The voice of the news reporter
conti nues. ..

REPORTER (1 NTO M C)
The Soviets are staying at the
fashi onabl e Beverly Hi|Ils Hot el
on Sunset, along with their
drivers, their fitness coaches, a
smal | arny of advisers and of
course, their KGB bodyguards.

We catch Boris getting out of his car and pulling on his
shades agai n.
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REPORTER ( CONT’ D)
Reports say they swept into town
i ke Gods...preparing to put nere
nortals in their place.

Boris is hurried inside by two KGB nen.

EXT. SANTA MONI CA MOTEL, OCEAN AVENUE - DAY

In the slightly seedy parking |lot a couple of hookers are
hangi ng out washing while a Mtel clerk carries a big
bundl e of dirty laundry toward the | aunderette.

Then in the near distance a |arge red Plynmouth screeches to
a halt on the Avenue. Horns hoot as the car rocks on its
suspension in the heat haze. The car reverses sharply then
makes a sharp turn into the parking Iot. The car kangaroos
to a halt in a screech of brakes. W glinpse Bobby Fischer
at the wheel

After a nmonment, Father Lonbardy energes fromthe back seat
of the car, wearing ordinary clothes. He looks a little
shell shocked. Then Carm ne gets out, trying to regain his
conmposure from what was apparently a wild ride.

Finally Bobby clinbs out of the driver’s seat and sweeps
back his hair. Lonbardy speaks softly to Carm ne

LOVBARDY

You said he could drive.
CARM NE

| said he doesn’t |like to be

dri ven.

Bobby is | ooking all around at the seedy Mdtel and asks
[ oudly.

BOBBY
What the fuck is this place?

I NT. MOTEL, OFFICE

The Mdtel registration office is cheap and dirty. An old
sofa sags by an enpty water cooler. Sunlight bleaches the
carpet. Father Lonbardy is at the desk dealing with the
overwei ght, cynical MOTEL CLERK. It’s hot and the nood is
irritable.

LOVBARDY
.ny players have to have sone
kind of air conditioning in their
roons. They get pretty exhausted.
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CLERK
They get exhausted sitting on
their asses?

Bobby is filled with nervous anger as he tries to nake the
wat er cool er work. ..

BOBBY
A G andnaster on average | oses
ten pounds in sweat during a
gane.

The Mdtel clerk chuckles and angles his head at Bobby. ..

CLERK
Is he a rock star that guy? Are
you a rock star? You look like
El vi s.

Bobby punches the water cooler hard and turns...

BOBBY
You know what? This place
fucking snells. | can snell
urine. | ain't staying here.

EXT. MOTEL, PARKI NG LOT

Bobby enmerges into the sun fromthe booking office with
Lonbardy and Carmine in pursuit.

CARM NE
Bobby, the rest of the teamare
al ready checked in and they have
no conpl aints..

BOBBY ( RANTI NG)
Where are the fucking Russians
stayi ng?

Bobby has grabbed his car keys and Fat her Lonbardy faces
hi m over the roof of the car.

CARM NE
Look, the American Chess
Federati on doesn’t have their
ki nd of noney.

BOBBY
We invented fucking noney, cone
on, where are they?

L OVBARDY
X, let’s insert alittle reality

here.
( MORE)
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LOVBARDY( cont ' d)

The Sovi et chess teamis financed
by the Soviet Government. They
get whatever they want.

CARM NE
Qur CGovernnent doesn’t back us
because they don’t believe we can
w n, ok?

BOBBY
You nean we are an enbarrassnent.

Bobby is steam ng. One of the hookers (DONNA) has taken a
shine to his suit and his | ook and waves. She takes
Bobby’s attention and his anger drifts a little as he waves
back. Then he speaks firmy.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Man. Things are going to change
around here.

He tosses the car keys to Lonmbardy and sets off out of the
car park toward the ocean. Then, to Carmine and Lonbardy’s
ast oni shnment, he stops and calls out to Donna.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Hey, do you want to conme for a
wal k or sonet hi ng?

INT. BORI S SPASSKY' S HOTEL SUI TE, THE BEVERLY HI LLS HOTEL
The suite is vast and | uxuri ous.

We take a | ook around the roomfor a noment as Boris takes
a shower unseen in the bathroom Jazz is playing on the
radio. Boris has already unpacked and we learn a little
about him by exploring the roomas the shower runs.

First we find a note in English and Russian fromthe hotel
manager whi ch says...’ The Beverly Hills Hotel welconmes M
Bori s Spassky....Chess Chanpion of the Wrld . Beside it
there is a photo of Boris and his wife beside the dressing
table mrror.

We find his clothes neatly folded and | earn that along with
his dark suit he has packed a Hawaiian shirt and chi nos.
There is a book of exercise regines in Russian beside the
bed and a pack of Cuban cigarettes. There is a small

cruci fix hanging inside his open suitcase.

In the few nonents we have alone in the roomwe should gain
a picture of Boris as an orderly man and a | ovi ng husband.
Perhaps the crucifix inside the case m ght suggest secrets.

On the coffee table near to the closed shutters, there is a
chess set with the pieces set ready for a new gane.
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Boris enmerges fromthe shower naked and drying hinself. He
pushes back his thick hair and pulls on a robe. As he
peers at hinself and at the photo of his wife we maybe
sense that he is weary of all this. Then the door of the
room opens w thout a knock.

A large, heavy set Russian adviser enters in a dark suit.
This is GELLER, the man who runs the Sovi et chess
Federation. He is carrying a thick folder and some printed
sheets of paper. Boris is instantly irritated by his

i ntrusion.

BORI S
(You don’t knock?)

CELLER
(You didn’'t hear ne.)

Geller inmrediately turns off the jazz nusic Boris is
listening to. Wen Boris reacts to this..

CELLER
(What? | hate jazz.)

BORI S
(You nean it interferes with the
i stening devices they have put

in ny roon.

GELLER (BUSY)
(Don’t be absurd)

Geller goes to the window, twtches the curtain and | ooks
down.

GELLER ( CONT’ D)
(I cane in here because there is
a better view Conme and see.
There is a black bitch lying by
t he pool and you can see right up
her crotch. This is a great
country, yeah?)

Gel l er peers at Spassky and repeats the questi on because he
is interested in his reaction.

GELLER ( CONT’ D)
(I said this is a great country
isn't it).

Boris is dressing and responds wearily to the pointed
guesti on.

BORI S
(I have no intention of defecting
here. | love ny wife and | |ove

ny children).
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CGeller studies Boris with a smle. Then he tosses the
f ol der onto the bed.

CELLER
(The American team There is
someone on this list | hoped was
dead.)

EXT. SANTA MONI CA BEACH

Bobby is walking in his sharp suit on the shore line, with

t he waves drenching his shoes and the hens of his trousers.
He is staring straight ahead, wal king with purpose, lost in
a gane.

Then we see Donna trailing a few yards behind himw th her
hi gh heel shoes in her hand.

DONNA
Is this all you wanted to do?

BOBBY
Coll ect shells if you want.

DONNA
You wal k pretty fast.

BOBBY
Yeah. Then | stop.

Bobby sits down on the sand and stares out to sea.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Maybe 1’11 sl eep here instead.

Donna sits down heavily beside Bobby and lights a
cigarette. He stares out to sea.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
So what do you do, Donna?

Donna | ooks quizzically at Bobby, curious as to whether he
really doesn’t know. Then she speaks casually.

DONNA
| fuck people.

Bobby nods.
BOBBY

Yeah? Wen | play chess, so do
l.
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I NT. MOTEL, CONNECTED BACK ROOM OF A BAR

W see the other nine nenbers of the American chess team
all sitting around in a back room W can hear the jukebox
pl aying surf nusic through the walls in the other room

The ad-hoc neeting roomis hot and sweaty, with no air
conditioning and lots of cigarette snoke. The team are an
odd mx of msfits and frail egos. W join the neeting
towards the end and Lonbardy | ooks to be controlling
exasperation with amusenment as he checks his notes.

LOVBARDY
X, we’ve been through breakfast
al | onances, food allergies, |ost
keys and how best to grieve for
dead pets wi thout | osing
concentration on your ganme. Now
since you all have your
background docunments nmaybe we can
wind this thing up before one of
us nelts.

One of the team (PAULSON) raises his hand..

PAULSON
M Lonbardy, about this Mtel.
I’m Presbyterian and | really
don’t appreciate having to spend
the night in a place with whores
init.

Suddenly a voice fromthe back..

BOBBY
If there are whores, nmaybe the
Federati on should pay for them
They know a | ot about whori ng.

Al'l heads turn. Bobby has entered at the back of the room
H s velvet trousers and shoes are soaked. He |ooks sandy
and wi ndswept .

LOVBARDY
You' re | ate.

BOBBY
For what ?

Carm ne speaks softly. ..

CARM NE
Bobby, | told you there was a
briefing.
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BOBBY
So brief ne.

LOVBARDY
W did it already.

Lonbardy gestures at a three page docunent on his desk

The other team nenbers all have copi es of the sanme docunent
and half of themare using it to fan thenselves in the
heat .

Bobby snatches a copy of the file fromone of the team who
is fanning hinself.

LOVBARDY ( CONT' D)
It’s...background information on
t he Sovi et and Cuban teans. ..

Bobby scans it cursorily...

BOBBY
Three whol e pages, wow.

Br owne rai ses his hand.

BROWNE
Can | just ask, how conme big
nouth here gets to bring his own
manager and we all share one?

BOBBY
Carmne is here to stop ne
punchi ng people, right Carm ne?
And right now he's earning his
noney.

Everyone shrinks from Bobby. Carm ne smles shyly. Bobby is
patrol I'ing...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
The Russians will have a fol der
this thick on every one of us,
even the ones of us who play like
fucki ng Goofy, like Mles here.

Ml es sighs. Lonbardy goes back to addressing the others.

LOVBARDY
Gk, the draw won't be made until
tonmorrow norning. We'll slip

copies of it under your doors as
soon as we get it...

BOBBY
Yeah and the Soviets had it two
days ago because they fixed it in
advance.
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Bobby begins to very deliberately tear up his three page
docunment. There are turned heads, sighs, |ooks between the
ot her team nenbers that suggest this is what they were
expecti ng.

LOVBARDY
Do you have a probl enf

BOBBY
Yeah. This is all wong.
Tai manov doesn’t use the |ndian
def ense anynore. Petrosian is no
| onger defensive out of the Ninzo
and there is no nention of the
fact that Tal is afraid of
spi ders.

Silence followed by controlled giggles. Bobby s eyes are
bl azi ng.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
When you play Tal you draw
spi ders on a notebook so he can
see them It freaks himout.

M LES
How does he even know this stupid
stuff?

BOBBY
| read Russian. |’ve been reading

what they say about each other in
t heir magazi nes. Anybody el se
here took the tine to learn

Russi an?

Si | ence. Bobby is now stal king towards the front of the
neeting and closes in on Lonbardy, who holds his
ground. .. but Bobby suddenly yells...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Fuck! ! !

He slans his fist on the table. Everyone junps and stares
wi th i nconprehensi on. Bobby stares back at themw th crazy
eyes. He seens to see through each one of them..and
doesn’t |ike what he sees.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Wiy don’t we tal k about why the
fuck we are here.

BROMNE ( SARDONI C)
VWell |'’mhere for the weat her.
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BOBBY ( SOFTLY)
We are here because this is our
country. ..

M| es speaks as he wi pes steamfromhis spectacles...

M LES
Is it me or does anyone el se
snmel | hospital clothing? You
know | i ke, psychiatric...

BOBBY
This is our country and in this
crucible...

Sone of the other guys begin to giggle again..

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
... The Russians are |ike fucking
cockroaches and we have to flip
them on their backs...

Browne clears his throat and rai ses his hand.

M LES
Actually I'’m a socialist. Does
t hat make ne a beetl e?

Laughter. Bobby turns savagely on Browne and fixes him
with the stare he nornmally saves for destroying opponents
at the table. Browne is full of anused contenpt at first
but soon begins to fidget.

BOBBY
You...ny friend...|augh because
you are a |loser. Wen you are a
| oser all you can do is |augh.
I, on the other hand, am soneone
who people laugh at. Al ny life
peopl e laugh at ne. That is why
| have to win. To get themto
shut the fuck up

He | ooks around the room and speaks softly.
BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
| see |l will have to do this al
on ny own.

Bobby | eaves the roomin silence.

I NT. BAR, SANTA MONI CA - NI GHT

In a seedy bar Bobby and Donna make their way toward the
drinks. The custoners are nostly black, with a smattering
of Sixties Santa Monica Beats and white junkies.
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There is wild jazz playing and Bobby has to yell to the
barman. He is wearing a dark suit and has his hair greased
back.

BOBBY
Can | get a coke and a sandw ch?
DONNA
And a big, big vodka.
BOBBY
No Maraschino cherries.
DONNA
Way not ?
BOBBY

Mar aschi no cherries scare the
shit out of ne.

Donna hal f [ aughs at his nadness. Sone of the guys in the
crowd turn to study Bobby, who is oblivious to their
stares. Donna studies him He speaks while taking the
drinks. ..

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Listen, after I’ve won this chess
thing I was thinking maybe |
woul d get rid of ny virginity.
Is that ok with you? 1It’s
getting stupid, you know?

Donna stares at Bobby as she takes her drink.

DONNA
| don’t do introductory offers.

BOBBY (MATTER OF FACT)
That’s ok. I'’mgetting five
hundred per gane. Special deal.

He swigs his coke and | ooks all around. She studies him as
he stares down sonme big guy who is glaring at him

DONNA (W TH DI SBELI EF)
You really represent Anerica?

Bobby gives the mddle finger to a big guy...
BOBBY
Hel | yeah. | represent Anerica.
EXT. BEVERLY HI LLS HOTEL - DAY

The Sovi et chess teamwith all their advisers and KGB
guards | eave the hotel and clinb into their fleet of Zils.
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We spend a nonent with Boris as he straightens his tie,
pulled tight in the eighty degree heat. He appears to have
two K@ guards allocated just to him

I NT. SANTA MONI CA CHESS TOURNANMENT, PLAYI NG HALL
We see the tournanent preparations from above.

The hall is buzzing as the players, audience and
journalists hang out, waiting for the matches to begin. W
see the Cuban flag, the Soviet flag and the flag of the
United States hangi ng above the hall.

We notice that the Russians are apart fromthe others,
still receiving briefings and information fromtheir back
up team There is a buzz about the Soviets as pieces of
paper are passed and advisers hurry in and out with
briefing fol ders.

Then we find Carm ne hurrying through the hall, |ooking for
soneone ( Bobby).

I NT. VI EW NG ROOM

Above the hall, behind glass, there are sone small offices
for each team and al so a communal view ng area where the
seconds and advi sers can gather to watch the ganes.

Lonbardy is pouring coffee for hinself as Carm ne enters.
Lonbardy sees the alarmon Carmine’'s face. Lonbardy smles
a weary smle.

LOVBARDY
Stravi nsky, of course, will relax
you and | recomend it.

He offers Carmine the coffee but he refuses, checking his
wat ch. .

CARM NE ( PANI CKI NG)
He’ s not anywhere. Not fucking
anywhere. Jesus...

LOVBARDY
I kind of knew he woul dn’t show.
He’ s probably with that hooker on
his way to Mexico. But it’s ok,
|"ve already registered nyself to
take his place.

Carm ne takes a nonent then decides not to give up. He
hurries away. Lonbardy calls after him..

LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
You have five m nutes.
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I NT. TOURNAMENT HALL, MEN S ROOM

Carmi ne enters and begins to check the cubicles, opening
one door at a tine.

CARM NE
Bobby? Are you here?

Suddenly. ...
BOBBY (OOV)

Yeah |’ m her e.

Carm ne reacts with a huge sigh and opens the final door.
He finds Bobby fully clothed, sitting on the toilet. He is
busy witing a letter on a scrap of paper rested on his
knee.

CARM NE
Bobby, what the hell? You have
i ke seconds to take your seat.

Bobby gets to his feet and | eaves the cubicle, handing
Carm ne the note.

BOBBY
I had to find sonmewhere quiet to
wite this. | want you to give it
to her...

CARM NE
To who?

Carm ne takes the paper, puzzled, as Bobby washes his hands
and pushes back his hair. ..

BOBBY
My nom

Bobby spl ashes his face as he talks. ..
BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
She lives in California, so
she’ |l cone, right?
Carm ne takes the letter.

LOVBARDY
Bobby, you’ ve drawn Tai nanov.

Bobby hardly hears and instead he gestures at the
letter....
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BOBBY
When you give it to her explain
don’t want her in the auditorium
wat chi ng ne just yet because
it’Il fuck up ny gane. Don’t say
‘fuck’ though.

He dries his hands briskly, Iike a man who neans
busi ness. ..

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
| wote that | haven't forgiven
her for screwing up ny
chi | dhood. ..

CARM NE (| NTERRUPTI NG, FLATLY)
Bobby you’ ve drawn Tai manov in
the first round.

Bobby ignores him

BOBBY
Afterwards maybe I’'I|l agree to
speak to her.

Carmne tries again to get through to Bobby and speaks dead
pan.

LOVBARDY
Bobby, Tainmanov is officially the
third best chess player in the
wor | d.

A pause. Finally Bobby engages with what Carmine is saying
and | ooks serious...

BOBBY
Fourt h.

| NT. SANTA MONI CA CHESS TOURNAMENT HALL
Silence. At the center of the hall a chessboard is set up

W see Bobby Fischer’s nanme in front of an enpty chair.
Beside it, a chess clock ticks. W pull away to reveal
Russi an Grandnaster TAIMONOV sitting at the table opposite
the enpty chair, registering huge inpatience. Tainonov is
barrel chested, form dable. An adviser cones close and
whi spers in his ear. They both check their watches. They
turn to the referee. The referee shrugs...

REFEREE
If he is not here in sixty
seconds the game will be
forfeited.
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Tai manov folds his arnms and waits. After twenty seconds he
is about to get on his feet.

Then a door at the far end of the auditorium opens.
Carm ne hurries in, holding the door. Then Bobby Fi scher
enters, not hurrying but filled wi th purpose.

His stride is long and he | ooks determ ned, staring

strai ght ahead at his enpty seat. There is a ripple of
appl ause as he arrives and he raises one hand briefly, his
bi g open pal m pushed at the crowd.

He sits down...and waits for the clock to run down sone
nore. He stares directly at Taimanov. At first Tai manov
nmeets his stare but there is sonmething piercing about
Bobby’ s eyes that make Tai manov unconfortabl e.

There are ten seconds left on the clock. Bobby continues to
stare and Tai manov begins to wilt a little. Bobby smi | es
a devilish smle and whispers the countdown to Tai manov. ..

BOBBY
Ten, nine, eight, seven, six,
five, four, three...two...

Bobby makes his first nove with a characteristic slap and
then slaps his clock just as hard. H's eyes never |eave
Tai manov’ s face.

EXT. AUDI TORI UM

The ten Zi|l cars are lined up and the drivers are hanging
out, snoking cigarettes in the afternoon heat. (Nearby is
an old school bus with the words ‘US FED on the front, a
huge contrast). Then the auditorium doors open and Tai nanov
appears, being escorted by the selector of the Soviet team
LIVO NEI. Nei is skinny, intelligent |ooking, and wears
round spectacl es. Taimanov has his head bowed. Livo Nei
hurries Tai manov down the steep steps and into one of the
wai ting cars.

INT. ZIL CAR BACK SEAT

The Zi|l pulls away. Taimanov is sitting in the back seat
beside Livo Nei. Taimanov is staring straight ahead,

| ooki ng overwhel ned. They speak in Russian and we see sub-
titles.

TAI MONOV
(It was like...having a building
fall on ne).
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NEI
(When we get to the hotel the
team doctor will give you a

t hor ough exam nation).

A pause. They begin to talk |like two conspirators getting
their story straight.

NEI ( CONT’ D)
(You | ost because you have fl u.
You probably caught it on the
flight).

A pause. Tai manov appears to be heartened by the
suggesti on.

TAI MANOV
(Yes. | do have a headache).

NEI
(I will open a w ndow).

Nei opens the window a little. Taimanov | ooks desperately
anxi ous. Nei glances at himjust once..

EXT. SANTA MONI CA MOTEL - EVEN NG

The Mdtel manager is wheeling a bin of clean [aundry across
the small parking | ot when the old school bus that has seen
better days pulls in. The US chess teambegin to

di senbark. The Mdtel clerk grins and calls out to Bobby as
he clinbs off the bus.

CLERK
Hey rock star

He throws Bobby a cl ean towel.

CLERK ( CONT’ D)
| re-tuned the radio to sone
weird station and listened to it.

Bobby | ooks at the towel and at his team nmates, who are
silently heading for their roons. W mght sense a quiet
awe around Bobby. Bobby gestures at the clean |inen.

BOBBY
W all need cl ean towel s.

The Mdtel clerk grins and shakes his head.

CLERK
Nope. Only for w nners.
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I NT. SANTA MONI CA CATHOLI C CHURCH

There is a service in progress and twenty or so people are
in the congregation, singing the hyrtmm ‘I mortal,
I nvi sible.

At a front pew, we find Lonbardy and Carmi ne singing with
the others. Suddenly Bobby strides down the aisle
searching for them distracting the singers. Wen he sees
Lonbardy he stands at the end of the pew. Carmine and
Lonbardy | ook startled to see him Before either of them
can react, Bobby speaks |oudly above the singing
congregation...

BOBBY
So what did she say?

Carm ne | ooks enbarrassed and shuffles out of the pewto
hurry Bobby out of the church.

EXT. SANTA MONI CA CATHOLI C CHURCH - SUNSET

The sun is setting over the ocean as Bobby and Carm ne
energe fromthe church. Carmne imediately lights a
cigarette and draws on it with relief.

CARM NE ( CONFI DENTI ALLY)
| haven’t been to church for
twenty years. He fucking made ne.

BOBBY ( NOT HEARI NG
So did you give her the letter?

Carm ne hesitates, draws on his cigarette.

CARM NE
Bobby, your nother didn’t show

up.

Bobby reacts with a jerk of his head. He decides to bl ane
Lonbary. ..

BOBBY
You nmean you m ssed her.

CARM NE
Bobby, she didn’'t show up.

BOBBY
Jesus Christ, how could you m ss
her? This whole thing is so
fucki ng amateur. ..
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CARM NE
Did you even call her to let her
know you were playing?

BOBBY
I don’t speak to her, how can I
call her?!

Bobby turns away.

CARM NE
So call her.

Carm ne gl ances back at the church.

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
Forgi veness, all that shit.

Bobby gl ances at Carmine then hunches into his collar.
Carm ne speaks sarcastically as he draws on his cigarette
and gl ances up at the crucifix.

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
Al ready |’ m preachi ng. Go ahead.
Call your nom

EXT. MOTEL, PAY PHONE I N THE YARD
Heavy rain drenches the parking lot. It’s very |ate.

We find Bobby under the hood of the pay phone. He is

sl eepless and wired as hell with an old hand-witten letter
in his hand which is getting snudged in the rain. He
listens to the phone ringing and then puts the phone down
and a shower of quarters fall out of the phone.

Donna appears out of one of the roons after an evening' s
work and hurries toward her car with her red | eather coat
over her head. She sees Bobby and stops to peer at him

DONNA
What’'s wong with the phone in
your roonf

Bobby turns, steps into the rain, |ooks all around.

BOBBY
I got a click, click, click. I
asked the notel guy and he said
maybe it’s been bugged by the
Russi ans.

DONNA (I NCREDULOUS)
Bobby, | think he was probably
j oki ng.
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Bobby | ooks defi ant.

BOBBY
Yeah? You never heard of the
KGB?

Donna |l ets his apparent strangeness pass. Bobby has turned
and is dialing again, wired, soaked to the skin. Donna

| ooks at himwith pity. He gets a connection and speaks
into the phone..

BOBBY ( CONT' D)
Hell o operator, I'mtrying to
find a nunber for Regina Fischer

He consults his letter.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
The only address | have is from
i ke...seven years ago...She's
probabl y noved.

A pause. Bobby gets irritated...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Yeah but how many Regi na
Fi scher’s can there be in
California?

A pause. Bobby is getting nad.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Wel |l ask the | ady next to you and
she can ask the | ady next to her
and so on. You sit in lines
right? 1’ve seen you on the TV.

Donna stifles a giggle.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Just fucking | ook her up in your
fucki ng book, that’'s what you're
paid to do...

He reacts to the call being cut. He snmashes the receiver
agai nst the phone and then registers that Donna is

wat ching. He turns to her, folding the wet letter into his
pocket .

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
If you went to your Momma’' s back
yard she’d cone out to say hello,
right?

Donna sm | es.
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DONNA
My momma? Hel | no.

Bobby finally smles too. Rain pours on both of them

DONNA ( CONT’ D)
Hey you want to | ose your
virginity tonight?

BOBBY (MATTER OF FACT)
Nah, 1’ve got to practice for
t onor r ow.

A pause. Donna gestures at the phone.

DONNA
Maybe your nmonmma’ s waiting for
the final.

Bobby thi nks about this, clings to it, then wal ks off into
t he rain.

I NT. LATE NI GHT DI NER, BEVERLY HI LLS - LATE N GHT

On Rodeo Drive, Boris is playing a pinball machine inside
an all American 1960 s diner. He is dressed in chinos and
a Hawaiian shirt. The place is enptying. Through a rain
spattered wi ndow we see Celler peering in fromthe street.
He spots Boris and enters. Geller is wet fromthe rain and
angry as he approaches.

CELLER
(W’ ve been | ooking for you al
ni ght.)

Boris doesn’t | ook away fromthe pinball rmnachine.

GELLER ( CONT’ D)
(You have ganes tonorrow, you
shoul d be sl eeping.)

Qutside a Zil pulls up and the driver half gets out.

Gell er nods at himthrough the wi ndow, letting himknow
that they’ ve found their quarry. The Zil driver leans into
the car and switches off the headlights.

GELLER ( CONT’ D)
(Di sappearing like this you're
maki ng peopl e nervous.)

Boris fires off another ball.

BORI S
(I's Taimanov really sick?)
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CELLER
(Yes. Taimanov is really sick.)

Boris glances at Geller and sees he is lying. He returns to
hi s pinball.

GELLER ( CONT’ D)
(Even so it | ooks bad to |ose
even one ganme to an Anerican so
we need to put this crazy guy in
his pl ace.)

BORI S
(Who says he’s crazy?)
CELLER
(The way he | ooks. The way he

pl ays.)
Boris is intrigued, fires off another ball.

BORI S
(What exactly is wong with
Tai manov?)

GELLER
(W think it is influenza. W
are flying himhone.)

Boris stops playing and turns to Celler, allow ng the bal
to drop out of play. Boris obviously sees significance in
Tai manov being flown honme. He lights another cigarette and
Gel |l er speaks softly to him

GELLER ( CONT’ D)
(Tonorrow we can’t afford any
errors. We will arrange for Tal
and Luvinsky to draw and Stei ger
has agreed to |l ose to the Cuban

who will lose to you. Wich
nmeans you will go through to the
final.)

Boris fires off another ball.

GELLER ( CONT’ D)
(I'f the crazy guy nmakes it that
far we need you to wi pe the floor
with him ok?)

EXT. MOTEL PARKI NG LOT - MORNI NG
The team bus is parked with the doors open and the driver

is snoking a cigarette in the heat. The Anmerican chess
teamare all standing around it, | ooking anxious.
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Lonbardy energes fromhis roomand Carmine instantly calls
out to him..

CARM NE
WIllian? We may have a probl em
here.

Carm ne gestures at Bobby Fischer, who is |eaning against

t he open door of the bus with a sheet of paper in his hand.
He’s wearing a shiny two tone suit and crocodil e shoes,
with his hair slicked back

Bobby pushes hinself to the center of the group of players.
The American flag that flies above the Mdtel sign snaps in
t he wi nd.

BOBBY
We're not getting on board the
bus until our demands are net.

Lonbardy | aughs at first but he can see from Carmi ne’s
reaction that this is serious.

LOVBARDY
VWhat demands?

BOBBY
&, nunber one, from now on the
American chess teamarrives at
tournanments in big black cars
just like the Russians. W don’t
take the bus. It’s enbarrassing.

Lonbardy steps across the asphalt.

LOVBARDY
Bobby, |inousines cost noney.

BOBBY
Second, we demand clean linen in
our roons with no blood all over
it like in MIles room

Ml es |l ooks to his shoes, not happy to be inplicated.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Nunber three, we get free phone
calls hone.

Lonbardy takes a weary breath.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
And we have sonebody check our
phones are not bei ng bugged.

BROWNE ( QUI CKLY)
| didn't sign up for that.
That’ s just crazy.
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Bobby turns on Browne and suddenly yells...pointing north.

BOBBY
I looked at a map. Six and a
hal f tanks of gas that way
straight up the 101...is Russia.

The ot her players are distancing thenselves from him

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
We are part of the sane war
t hat’ s happening in Vietnam and
t he Government doesn’t object to
payi ng for that.

Bobby | ooks up at the US flag flying beside the garish
Mot el sign.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
We should all be on five hundred
doll ars a gane because chess is
hard, and we deserve sone
respect.

He begins to | ose conviction as he | ooks back at his
ragged, eccentric arny. Lonbardy wi pes his eyes.

LOVBARDY
Mles, I'"msorry about your
sheet s.

Mles is eager not to offend.

M LES
It’s ok, it was nmy own bl ood. |
had a nose bl eed.

Bobby glares at Ml es then shakes his head and lets the
list of demands go. They fly away into the ocean breeze.

BOBBY
Screw the bus, I'mgoing to wal k.

Bobby sets off. Carmine shrugs at Lonbardy, hitches his
trousers and sets off after him

I NT. MOTEL, OFFICE

The notel owner is sitting in his office watching |ocal
news on a small TV. W see Bobby on the TV screen wal ki ng
t hrough the auditoriumthrough a mlling crowd with Carm ne
and Lonbardy at his side. W hear the news anchor..
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NEWS ANCHOR
In Santa Moni ca today Anerican
chess prodi gy Bobby Fi scher has
surprised the chess world by
beati ng two Russi an opponents and
making it through to the final of
the Piatigorsky Cup. He wll
face the Russian Wrld Chanpion
Bori s Spassky.

Donna enters to pick up a set of keys and sees Bobby on
screen. She stops and she watches with the notel clerk..

NEWS ANCHOR ( CONT’ D)
One thousand tickets have been
sold already to see the American
play, a record for a chess gane
in this country..

DONNA
If he wins, I'll fuck himfor
free.

CLERK
Crazy son of a bitch took apart
three of ny phones.

On the TV screen we see Bobby ducking into a doorway and
di sappearing into the auditorium

I NT. SANTA MONI CA TOURNAMENT

W see the crowds mlling around. Boris Spassky is
acconpani ed by Livo Nei who is going through a dossier with
Boris. Boris looks up and through the crowd.

From his point of view we see a green jacket...a shock of
hair...everyone else is wearing dark suits and the green
jacket flashes in the crowd of officials. Boris stares and
cat ches sight of Bobby. Bobby catches sight of Boris.

Their eyes neet across the room Boris’'s stare is steadfast
and detached. He |ooks rested and trim Bobby | ooks

wr ecked. Bobby’s eyes suddenly begin to burn as he stares
intently at Boris.

We shoul d sense that now the two nen have nade f at al
contact, one of them nust be destroyed.

We nove close to Bobby, just as Lonbardy arrives with sone
ast minute instructions. Lonbardy follows Bobby' s eye
line to Boris. He thinks perhaps Bobby is admring him

LOVBARDY ( SOFTLY)
That’ s what a chanpi on of the
worl d | ooks |ike.

( MORE)
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LOVBARDY( cont ' d)

He's up at five every norning to
study. Goes to the ocean at six
to swimthen back to study.

Bobby and Boris’s eyes remain | ocked for a while |onger..

BOBBY
| have a routine too. Stand in
the rain with a hooker. Wake up.
W n.

The | ocked eyes last a little while longer...but it is
Bobby who | ooks away first...and we should sense it is to
hi de a present weakness. Boris stares a little |onger and
finally breaks away.

I NT. SANTA MONI CA TOURNAMENT - DAY

From above, we see a chessboard with a gane just a few
noves old. W may at first believe it is Spassky versus
Fi scher but we pull away to reveal it is MLES playing
agai nst TAL.

As we pass this table...alnost incidentally...we see that
Mles is drawing |lots of pictures of spiders on his work

sheet. Tal is |looking away in disconfort (Bobby' s advice
got through).

Then we see Bobby and Boris Spassky wal king toward a
central table fromopposite ends of the auditorium The
t housand strong audi ence begin to appl aud.

The two nmen take up position a few paces away fromtheir
seats. GCeller and Livo Nei are whispering in Boris's ear
A third adviser brings Boris a notepad and pen. A fourth
advi ser brings himone last crib sheet, a fifth brings him
a glass of water. Boris is at the center of a hive of
activity.

By contrast, Bobby stands al one.

Boris finally noves to his seat and prepares. Bobby
hesitates and just the flicker of hesitation is caught by
Spassky.

Bobby finally steps forward and the two nmen shake hands.
Boris is firmand assured. Bobby wilts a little. Boris sits
down calmy as Bobby stares down at himand finally drops
into his chair.

I NT. TOURNAMENT HALL, OUTSI DE REVOLVI NG DOOR

Through the reflections in the glass we see Bobby
approaching in fury.
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He slans into the revol ving door and the door twirls so
fast he gets caught in the vortex of it and goes around a
whol e circuit before enmerging close to shot.

W see fromthe | ook on his face that he has just |ost the
game and that he is furious. Lonbardy cones through the
doors a few seconds later and hurries to catch up with
Bobby. . ..

LOVBARDY
Bobby, you have to stay to pick
up your runner’s up nedal

Bobby keeps wal king. Carm ne comes through the revol ving
door in pursuit...

BOBBY
Like I"d pick up a fucking stee
collar with spikes...

Lonbardy stops Bobby by getting in front of him

LOVBARDY
Bobby, you just played the best
chess player in the world and ran
hi m cl ose.

Bobby grinds his teeth and slaps the wall with his palm..

BOBBY
Fuck.

LOVBARDY
It’s news. National news. There
are a lot of people back there
who want to congratul ate you.
You have done better than any
American chess player for forty
years. So cone on..

Bobby yells. ...

BOBBY
He saw t hrough ne. But instead
of changing ny game | hung on to
it wwth ny fucking finger nails.
| shoul d have cut the fucking
reins and ran free.

Bobby cl aws his hands and Carm ne and Lonbardy | ook
concerned. Bobby is on a furious roll and turns on
Lonbar dy.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Did she cone?

Lonbardy is puzzled but Carm ne understands.
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LOVBARDY ( SOFTLY)
No Bobby, your nother didn’t
come. Now let’s just go back to
the hall, take sone questions and
smle.

Bobby ki cks the wall.

BOBBY
You know why she didn’t cone?
Because she knows that if she
came to see ne play against a
Russi an...she’d want the
Conmmuni st to wi n agai nst her own
son.

Bobby twirls around and taps his head bitterly.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
That’ s what they do to your m nd.
That’ s what they’ ve done to her
m nd. They brai nwashed her at
t hose neeti ngs.

Bobby yells. ...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
The Communi sts make it so you
don’t even | ove your own ki ds!

Bobby catches his breath and stares at Carm ne and Lonbardy
for a nonment.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
| coul d’ ve got revenge but |
fucked it up.

Bobby turns and storns away. Carm ne and Lonbardy are |eft
in studied silence for a nonent. Down the corridor Bobby
slaps the walls again. He departs through sw ngi ng doors.
After he has gone Carm ne speaks softly to Lonbardy...

CARM NE
You know | ast night | called his
sister. She told ne their nom
don't even live in California
anynor e.

A pause.
CARM NE (CONT’ D)
Apparently she’s never had the
heart to tell himthe truth

Carmne turns to Lonbardy.
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CARM NE (CONT’ D)
Two years ago she noved to
Mbscow.

I NT. MOTEL, CARM NE'S ROOM

W see the roomin half darkness, with strips of Iight

t hrough the half closed blinds. Carm ne unl ocks the door to
the roomand enters. He is startled to find sonmeone
already there. 1In the half light, he sees it is

Mcal lister.

We soon realize (to our surprise) that Carm ne knows
Mcal lister and that he is not surprised to see himin this
odd circunst ance.

Mcal lister turns on a table lanp and he is |lit by the thin
yellow light. He smles..

MCALLI STER
He did well today.

Mcal | i ster reaches into his pocket and produces a brown
envel ope, which he passes to Carm ne.

CARM NE
And you did well too.

Carm ne takes the envel ope and counts the cash w thout
taking it out of the envel ope as they talk.

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
| guess | don't have to declare
this for tax, right? Seeing as
how you are the CGovernnent.

Mcallister sml es.

MCALLI STER
I’ve told you, I'"ma private
individual with an interest in

chess.

Carm ne sits down on the bed and wi pes sweat from his neck.

CARM NE
In the war | worked with mlitary
intelligence. I know a spook when

| see one.

Carm ne puts the envel ope in the bedside drawer then | ooks
at Mcallister defiantly.
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CARM NE (CONT’ D)
X, | got himhere and he beat a
coupl e of Russians. N ce doing
busi ness with you.

Mcal | i ster doesn’t npve.

MCALLI STER
After Bobby’s performance today I
want to offer you a new deal

CARM NE
This was a one off.

MCALLI STER (1 GNORI NG H' M
I wll pay all of Bobby's
expenses and throw in
“honorariunms’ of two thousand
dollars a nonth to be split
bet ween the two of you...

Carm ne’ s eyes w den..

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
...if Bobby agrees to take a
crack at the world title.

Carm ne | aughs, half scared, half incredulous. He pulls a
smal | bottle of whisky fromthe drawer where he put the
noney and takes a sw g.

CARM NE
You don’t understand M Spook.
This isn’'t basebal |

Mcal |ister studies Carm ne w thout expression.

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
Taking a ‘crack at the title as
you put it neans travelling
around the world playing
interzonals for three years..

Mcal lister interrupts and shows that he understands exactly
what is invol ved.

MCALLI STER
It works the sane way as a wol f
pack. Ri ght now Spassky is the
dom nant male. He'll wait while
all the other contenders fight it
out anongst thensel ves. The
Wi nner gets the right to face
Spassky one on one.

Carm ne studies Mallister.



Pawn Sacrifice - Steven Knight - 24th August 2009 67.

CARM NE
Yeah, that’'s three years running
round hotels worse than this one.
|I"ve got a famly.

Carm ne takes a swig of whisky. Mallister speaks calmy.

MCALLI STER
Your Marshall Street club will
al so receive a donation of two
hundred thousand dollars if Bobby
gets as far as Spassky. Cash if
you prefer. If he wins we make it
a mllion.

Carm ne turns slowy, astonished. Mallister blinks
confirmation

MCALLI STER
The world is at a crossroads.
Aneri ca needs sone victories.

A pause. Mallister can see doors opening in Carmne’s
m nd. Carm ne offers Mallister the whisky.

CARM NE
Hypot hetical ly, what exactly
woul d I have to do?

Mcal lister takes a swig and gl ances at Carm ne’s notel
phone.

MCALLI STER
For exanpl e, yesterday you spoke
to his sister in New York.

Carm ne now stares in horror at the phone, getting the
i nference that the phone is bugged. Before he can speak..

MACALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
There was sone tal k of Bobby
t aki ng nedication. That would
sl ow down his gane. Perhaps you
can make sure it doesn’'t happen.

CARM NE
Look, I'’mjust a chess guy...

MACALLI STER ( GENTLY | NTERRUPTI NG
Yeah. That’s why he trusts you.
That’ s why we need you.

Mcal lister gets to his feet and stares down at Carmne with
a suddenly earnest expression. He speaks softly.
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MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
Think of this...A chanpion of the
wor |l d....from Brookl yn.

Mcal lister | eaves the room

I NT. MOTEL, BOBBY'S ROOM - NI GHT

In Bobby’s (identical) half |it notel roomwe find Bobby
lying on his back, staring at the ceiling, filled with
turnmoil. Then Donna lights a match and we realize she is
sitting up in the bed beside him lighting a cigarette.

DONNA
That wasn’t so bad was it?

Bobby lies still, his mnd racing. Then he sits up and
checks the bedside clock. W see it’s five thirty am
Bobby junps out of bed and pulls on a shirt.

DONNA ( CONT’ D)
Where you goi ng?

BOBBY ( URGENTLY)
Every norning at six...

He snatches up his pants angrily...

EXT. H GVWAY 101 - DAWN

Bobby strides across the deserted street and onto the beach
as the sun rises.

EXT. BEACH - DAWN

The sun is just beginning to rise in the East and the first
rays of sunlight turn the ocean crinson.

Bobby sits down on the sand and breaths a deep sigh of
relief to be alone. He checks his watch and turns to | ook
down the beach. He sweeps back his hair and | ooks al
around. It’'s early so the beach is enpty.

Then he sees three nen, a hundred yards down the beach,

wal king toward the ocean. Two of themare K& nen in dark
suits. The third is wearing a Beverly Hlls hotel

bat hrobe. The KGB nen are carrying his clothes. A big Zi
car is parked at the edge of the beach.

As Bobby wi pes his eyes we see the guy in the bathrobe is
Bori s Spassky, cone to the beach for his nmorning swim

Bobby watches with fascination as the three nen stop a few
yards fromthe ocean.
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They are so far away they are al nbst just sil houettes.
Boris shrugs off his bathrobe and begi ns an exercise
regime. Bobby sits up on his knees to get a better |ook.

(We shoul d be aware of the huge contrast between the two
men. Bobby has spent the night with a hooker and | ooks
like hell. Boris is in good shape and taking care of

hi nsel f).

Boris then wal ks into the ocean, where he begins to swim
The two KGB guys stand and snoke cigarettes, waiting for
Boris to finish,

Bobby watches all this and slowy begins to smle. He
stares as the two KGB guys hold out a towel for Boris who
steps out of the ocean. Bobby leaps to his feet and
yells...

BOBBY
Hey!! Asshole!l! They' re not
bodyguards, they’ re fucking
jailers!! They' ve got your brain.
They’ ve got inside your m nd!
They woul dn’t even let you kil
your sel f!

We cut to Boris and his KGB nen as Boris dries hinself.
They stop and stare over at Bobby as he yells at them
Bobby is far enough away and dressed so haphazardly that
they don’t recognize him..

BORI S
(Who is that?)

KGB GUY
(Just sone drunk sl eeping rough.
Anerica is full of them)

We cut back to Bobby, who is laughing to hinself. He steps
forward and splashes in the ocean fully clothed...

BOBBY
Look at me man, |’ mfreel

Bobby junps into the waves and catches his breath in the
cold spray. He begins to splash and play in the waves.
The K& nmen have lost interest but Boris is staring at the
crazy guy.

From Boris’s di stance we see Bobby take an el aborate bow
and then begin to stride back up the beach, |aughing at the
sky. Boris shades his eyes and stares at Bobby and we
sense that he is beginning to recogni ze him though he
can’'t quite believe it could really be Fischer.

Suddenly Bobby stops at the top of the beach and screans
out...
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BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
I’mcom ng for you man!!

We can see fromBoris’s eyes that he is unnerved.

I NT. DARKENED APARTMENT STAI RWAY, MOSCOW - MORNI NG

An overwei ght postman in blue uniformis clinbing the steps
of the apartnment with a sack of mail. He arrives at a
certain door and pulls out a roll of nmagazines. W don't
see the title of the magazi nes but we glinpse the nane
above a Moscow address. The nmamgazi nes are addressed to
REG NA PUSTAN.

As the postman rings the bell, we see a caption.

Caption: Lonobnosov Moscow State University Dormtories,
Russi a. February 1970.

The door opens and we see Regina Fischer’s face. She |ooks
ol der than her years and slightly worn out as she takes the
roll of nagazi nes.

I NT. REG NA" S APARTMENT, LI VING ROOM

Regina trails cigarette snoke and coughs a little as she
wal ks back through her apartnment in her robe. The
apartnment is a nmess but the posters which adorn her walls
are now graphics of American national parks rather than
radi cal political causes.

A cat junps into her arns and she pets it and whispers to
it in Russian as she goes to the door to a spare room

I NT. REG NA" S APARTMENT, SPARE ROOM SHRI NE

W dwell for a nmonent on the curious room before the door
i s opened.

The walls are covered in cuttings and press photographs of
Bobby Fi scher, with headlines in English, German and
Russi an proclaimng his triunphs and di sasters.

We see headlines fromchess nmagazi nes declaring victories
at Skopj e, Nathanya, Philippines and dozens of other

i nternational tournanents. W see headlines covering his
controversies... Bobby Fischer wthdraws Mnaco;

t enperanent and i deol ogies clash’....’ Fischer boycotts Fed
for second tine.’

There are al so headlines fromthe New York Tines, the LA
Ti mes, The London Tinmes as well as Pravda and European
newspapers. There are front cover portraits fromLife and
Ti me magazi ne.
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The contents of the cuttings are |l ess inportant than the
fact that the roomis nothing |l ess than a shrine which
Regi na has devoted to her son Bobby Fi scher.

There is a table in the mddle of the roomwth a full
ashtray. Beside it there is a photo of Bobby as a small
boy. Regina enters with the roll of magazines in her hand.
Her cat tries to follow her but she shoos it out (this is
her private room.

She unrolls the nagazi nes and we see they are all chess
magazi nes. She spreads them out on the table, snoking her
cigarette. On the second page she sees a photo of Bobby

Fi scher with a headline in Russian which we only just

gl i mpse.

Regi na | ooks at the headline and reacts. She sits down
slowy, reading fast. It is inpossible to tell if she is
happy or sad. Her cigarette burns away in her hand. She
is close to tears as the door is knocked. She doesn’t
answer the knock but reads the article frantically. The
door is knocked again and finally Regina s husband (CYRIL)
enters. He is stooped and | earned, wearing a ragged robe.

Cyril cones to sit beside Regina. The two of them | ook
weak and poor and as Regina | ooks up fromthe article there
are big tears in her eyes. Cyril knows already that the
cause of her tears is Bobby and he seens wary of it. They
speak in Russian and we see a translation.

CYRI L
(Are they happy tears for him
today or sad tears?)

A pause. She |ooks at Cyril with wonder in her eyes now.

REG NA
(He is officially entering the
race for the title of Wrld
Chanpi on.)

Cyril puts his hand on Regina's hand. She sobs a little...

CYRI L
(So call him..or wite to
him..tell himhow proud you
are.)

She shakes her head.

REG NA
(No.)

A pause. Regina then slowy |ooks all around at the walls
of the shrine she has made.



Pawn Sacrifice - Steven Knight - 24th August 2009 72.

REG NA ( CONT’ D)
(I have given hi mwhat he want ed.
An enpty room.

I NT. BUSY BROOKLYN DI NER - DAY

W feel early Seventies Brooklyn all around in the clothes
and decor of the diner at breakfast tine. Misic is playing
on the radio.

Joan is sitting in a booth, anxiously snoking a cigarette.
She | ooks up to see Carmine entering. Carmne is already
tal king as he slips into the booth. He tries to bull doze
Joan with the jokey chaos of his life.

CARM NE (LAUGH NG
Joan, ny luggage is like a
stranger and |’ m between three
airports and hell. | have ten
mnutes in New York to see ny
wife, kiss ny kids and talk to
you. How the hell have you been?
You' re | ooki ng great.

Joan is firm dead pan.

JOAN
| have to see him

CARM NE
That just won't be possible. He's
al ready in Vancouver.

JOAN
| want to take himto see a
doctor. I"'mworried that if he
goes for the title he won't

survi ve.
Carm ne takes a breath, tries to be light.
CARM NE

Joan it’s been a while since you
saw him right?

JOAN
He's been on the road over a
year.

CARM NE
Vell | can tell you he’'s in great
shape.

Joan angrily opens her purse and produces a pile of opened
envel opes containing hand witten letters.
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Carmne reacts as if he’s been caught out, guessing what
they contain. She begins to place them one by one on the
t abl e.

JCOAN
He wites every week. Every week
his letters get nore crazy. &
ahead, take a | ook.

Carmine is lighting a cigarette.

CARM NE
They're private letters to you
Joan. | respect his privacy.

Joan stares at Carm ne and reads sonething of the truth.
Her face hardens.

JCOAN
| showed themto a friend who is
a psychiatrist. He said Bobby is
di spl ayi ng signs of del usi onal
psychosi s and paranoid
schi zophr eni a.

Carm ne uses his cigarette to hide behind...

CARM NE
Chess is a crazy world right now.
Some of the things he says about
the Soviets are true.
In Tunis we found |istening
devices in his hotel room..

Joan reacts by snatching up one of the letters. She begins
to read..

JCOAN
‘It is the Communi st pigs who
infect my mind wth words that
just keep coming round’ .

Carmne is reacting...hiding his contrition, his deep inner
turnmoil which we now sense has grown. Joan pauses to give
enphasis to what comes next...

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
‘The Jews are hel ping themtoo.
The Jews want to keep the chess
federation all to thensel ves just
i ke they own New York and own
nost CGovernments in the world' ..

Joan screws up the letter and hisses.



Pawn Sacrifice - Steven Knight - 24th August 2009 74.

JOAN (CONT’ D PO NTEDLY)
We are Jewi sh. Bobby is Jew sh.
What do your people say to him
when he cones out with this
trash?

Carm ne decides contrition is not the answer. He | ooks
quietly defiant and finally articul ates sonmethi ng which we
should sense is a half lie and half his own truth...

CARM NE
Joan, | swear this isn't just
about the title anynore.

Carm ne hesitates. Joan waits...

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
It’s about the beauty of the
ganes he’s playing now.

Carm ne | ooks around the diner..

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
Uni magi nabl e beauty...Froma
pl ace like this. From Brooklyn.
Like a Da Vinci. Once in every
five hundred years.

A pause.
CARM NE ( CONT’ D)

Grandmast ers are wat chi ng Bobby
play with tears in their eyes.

Joan yells..
JCOAN
Yeah, well, | have tears in ny
eyes too!
Heads turn. Carmine checks his watch and speaks softly.
CARM NE
Joan, I'mhis friend. 1’1l take
care of him
Joan i s not convinced. Carm ne puts his hand on hers.
CARM NE (CONT’ D)

"1l make sure his |life doesn't
get too crazy, ok?

EXT. VANCOUVER TOURNAMENT HALL - SUNNY DAY

Craziness is breaking out.
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There are twenty reporters and four photographers waiting
outside the hall as Bobby, Carm ne and Lonbardy energe. The
chaotic scrum begins as soon as the press see Bobby. ..

Caption: Vancouver Interzonal...June 1970.

Carmi ne and Lonbardy shield Bobby either side as they hurry
down the steps of the hall. The reporters begin to cal

out. Fromthe confusion we pick out one question in
particular...

REPORTER 2
Bobby, you’ ve now beaten two of
the top five Russians in
successi on, do these victories
represent nore than just chess
for you...

Bobby finally stops and calls out...

BOBBY
Ok, ok, ok get this. |’m nmaking
this up as | say it, right, so it
m ght not cone out so good...

Caneras roll and flashlights pop..

REPORTER 2
Hey Bobby, big angry | ook over
here. ..

Lonbardy is gently tugging Bobby forward, trying to stop
hi m maki ng a statenment. Carm ne hol ds back. ..

BOBBY (1 GNORI NG LOVBARDY)
Every tinme in the past when the
Sovi ets beat an Anerican they
said it was a victory for their
systemright?

A pause.
REPORTER 3
Bobby, gime a crazy | ook over
here. ...
BOBBY
Well | just crushed Petrosian six

to zero. Crushed himlike a
fucking beetle. So that's a
victory for our system right?

Lonbardy is trying to push Bobby toward a waiting |ino.
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BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
They' re scared of nme now, nan.
That’ s why they bugged the phone
in ny hotel room..

Murmurs anong the press pack. Lonbardy sighs as if he knew
this craziness was going to happen.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
They point things at ny w ndow

fromacross the street. | hear
stuff buzzing in nmy head. 1'm
going to have ny fillings
renoved. ..

Lonbardy physically pushes Bobby to wal k. The reporters
begin to yell questions all at once. A reporter hurries
al ongsi de Bobby. ..

REPORTER 3
Hey Bobby! Petrosian said at the
end he was feeling sick. That's
t he second Russi an opponent who
got sick...

BOBBY
Sick of ne sure as hell

Laught er. Bobby grins. Canmeras pop. Lonbardy nanages to
duck Bobby into the waiting |ino.

INT. LIMO, AS I T LEAVES THE VANCOUVER HALL PARKWAY

Bobby is grinning broadly and | ooking back toward the
reporters as they make their escape.

BOBBY
Hey | did a whole fucking mnute
with the press and | didn't say
‘fuck’ once.

LOVBARDY
You actually did say it once.

Bobby whoops with exhilaration but then turns back to face
Lonbardy’s negativity with a hard stare.

BOBBY
What is it with this fucking
Priest? He's always trying to
shut ne up.

LOVBARDY
| just think it is nore el egant
t hat when you win you say Kkind
t hi ngs. ..
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Bobby | ooks at Lonbardy. ..

BOBBY
How can | say kind things about
an insect | just crushed?

Crushed himlike this...

Bobby suddenly punches the wi ndow of the lino. Lonbardy
and Carm ne are shocked by the force of it. Blood begins
to ooze between his clenched fingers. Bobby studies the
bl ood and smiles at their |ooks of horror.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
What’'s the matter? Did you think
it would be green?

CARM NE
Jesus Bobby. ..

BOBBY
Don’t say Jesus in front of the
Priest, he gets itchy.

Bobby | aughs and sucks his own bl ood then speaks wth
bl oody teeth.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
You know what? Maybe the Priest
is a Comme too. Does that
happen? You get Comm e Priests?
Maybe yeah

Bobby is glaring hard at Lonbardy then slaps the gl ass
di vi der between himand the driver.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Stop the fucking car.

The car stops and Bobby opens the door. Lonbardy is
staring at himdispassionately. Bobby glares at Carm ne.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
You with himor with ne?

CARM NE
Bobby, cone on, this is stupid.
You just won your biggest ever
victory. ...

Bobby junps out of the car. Carmne hesitates and hisses
at Lonbardy. ..

CARM NE ( CONT’ D)
1”1l wal k hi mback.

Carmi ne gets out of the car and hurries after Bobby who is
wal ki ng fast. Lonbardy peers at themw th concern.
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I NT. VANCOUVER HOTEL, RESTAURANT

The restaurant is alnost enpty and waiters are already
setting the tables for tonmorrow s breakfast. Lonbardy is
eating alone. At the wi ndow we see a few reporters and
phot ographers still hanging out. Carm ne joins Lonbardy at
the table and a coupl e of photographers fire off shots

t hrough the wi ndow as Carmine sits down. Carmne hardly
gl ances at them..they are part of the scenery now.

CARM NE
I got himto sleep at |ast.

Lonbardy nods and eats.

LOVBARDY
I think we need to take himto
see a doctor.

CARM NE
Hs hand’s fine. | put sone band-
aids on it.

Lonbardy | ooks at Carm ne, his nmeani ng becom ng obvi ous.

LOVBARDY
The concierge just told ne he's
asked for the TV to be renoved
fromhis room because he thinks
t he Russians are watching him
t hrough the screen.

A pause. Carmine is defensive.

CARM NE
Yeah. 1...1 helped themtake it
out. That’s how | got himto go

to sleep.
Lonbardy studies Carm ne and nods gently...

LOVBARDY
So we just go along with it, huh?

CARM NE
What good woul d a doctor do?

LOVBARDY
He woul d gi ve a diagnosis.

Carm ne speaks softly.

CARM NE
And he’ d prescribe sedatives.
It’d be like pouring concrete
down a holy well .
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Lonbardy peers at Carmine for a long tine. Then he pushes
his plate of food away, a little disgusted...

LOVBARDY
If you can get a man on the Moon
you can get a kid from Brooklyn
to win the Chess Chanpionship of
the World, right?

Carmne lights a cigarette. Lonbardy studies him

LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
I"mcurious. Who paid for the
lino we rode in today?

Lonbardy stares at Carm ne who appears to want this
conversation to go away. Lonbardy gets to his feet.

LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
If | feel Bobby's sanity is
t hreatened the federation wll
wi thdraw himfromthe conpetition
until he can get nedical help.

Lonbardy | eaves. Carmine |ooks at himwi th a degree of
cont enpt .

EXT. TRAI'N TRACK, ARI ZONA

We are once again with Bobby as a small boy as he wal ks
down the Arizona train track. He sits down, his m nd deep
in thought. This time the scene is nute and instead of the
noi se of the train we hear Bobby as an adult, rmunbling in
voi ceover. ..

BOBBY ( MUMBLI NG DI STRACTED)
King to King two, pawn to rook
five, King to Bishop three, pawn
to rook six, King to Knight
four. ..

Suddenly, noiselessly, the train is upon Bobby. As the
train is about to hit...Bobby yells...

I NT. PLAYI NG HALL, BUENGCS Al RES TOURNAMENT

Bobby is yelling...

H s sudden screamfills the hall. He is sitting in a
crowded auditorium opposite Petrosian with all eyes on him
The train track was a hallucination, a place he went to
whi | e wor ki ng out his noves.

Bobby stops screanmi ng and we see a caption..
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Caption: Buenos Aires Interzonal, Sem -final, Novenber
1971.

There is a |l arge, hushed audi ence and officials stand in
silence all around but Bobby’s sudden outburst has caused
heads to turn and murnuring to begin all around the room
Bobby hides his reaction quickly and we shoul d suspect that
he has beconme accustoned to these nonments of disassociation
fromreality.

When Bobby | ooks up he sees a | ook of terror on Petrosian’s
face. Bobby’'s sudden scream has unnerved him Even as
Bobby recovers, he realizes his own strange behavior is an
advant age. Bobby angl es his head and peers at Petrosian.
He whi spers.

BOBBY
What’s the matter Comm e, is the
crazy guy scaring you?

Bobby | ooks at the chess clock beside the board. He smles
as his opponent wilts a little. Bobby goes in for the
Kill...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Ten, nine, eight, seven...

Bobby is staring deep into his opponents eyes with his
crazy stare as he counts down the clock. He nakes his nove
and slaps the clock. H s opponent swallows hard.

EXT. OPEN PRAIRIE, RUSSI A - DAY

On an open expanse of Steppe, Boris Spassky is riding a

bl ack stallion bare chested. He gall ops across the open

| and and then canters slowly to the browof a hill. He

| ooks to be a man at ease, exhilarated by the | andscape and
the freedom

As he reaches the brow of the hill, Boris sees a Lada car
parked beside the tree where he has left his plaid shirt
hangi ng from a branch.

Boris reacts with sone anxiety then trots his horse down to
the car. As he approaches, we see Livo Nei |eaning on the
car and snoking a cigarette. Boris disnounts and grabs his
shirt as his horse steanms. Nei’'s presence neans there is
news and Boris knows it...

Boris half smiles as he pulls the saddle fromhis horse,
sensing what the news is. He pulls the harness off the
horse too then slaps its rear to nmake it gallop free. As he
does this, we hear an American news reporter in voiceover.
The voice is stiff and formal in the style of the period...
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RADI O ANCHOR ( OOV)
This is NBC nightly news...In
Buenos Aires, Argentina today...

Livo Nei nods his head just once to confirmthe news Boris
was evidently expecting. The radio anchor continues and
confirms it too...

RADI O ANCHOR ( OOV)
... Anerican chess star Bobby
Fi scher beat Russi an opponent
Tigran Petrosian in the sem
final of the World Chess
Chanpi onships.......

I NT. JFK ARRI VALS - DAY

W see the press pack gathered, waiting anxiously for the
flight from Buenos Aires. There are a hundred reporters
fromall over the world. Then Lonmbardy emerges from
arrivals, pushing a trolley, followed by Carmne...who
hesitates. He turns back and takes an arm The NBC news
br oadcast continues...

RADI O ANCHOR ( OOV)
Fischer will be the first
American in history to reach the
final of the World Chess
t our nament and he has now gone
undefeated for twenty ganes...a
wor | d record.

Bobby enmerges fromthe arrivals channel...and he has a
brown paper bag over his head with eyes cut for holes. The
press pack react...the caneras begin to pop...the real
madness has begun.

I NT. BOBBY' S BROMN BAG

We are inside the brown paper bag which Bobby has put over
his head. W are close to his frantic breathing, the bag
sucking in and out. CQutside we hear the screanms of the
press pack...The NBC news report continues...

RADI O ANCHOR ( OOV)
Fi scher will now face the current
Worl d Chanpi on Boris Spassky at
the final in Reykjavik,
I cel and. . .
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I NT. JOAN S SUBURBAN HOVE, LIVING ROOM NEW YORK

In a nodest suburban kitchen, Joan is preparing sandw ches
for the kids packed lunch. The radio is on and we hear the
NBC broadcast continuing (nowin radio quality)...

RADI O ANCHOR ( OOV)
...the Fischer Spassky grand
final wll be televised world
w de. ...

Joan hol ds her reaction to the news inside as she waps the
sandwi ch. One of her kids cones running up the garden path
toward the gl ass patio door.

RADI O ANCHOR ( CONT’ D)
...and is already being
billed...as the first mjor
battle...of Wrld War Three.

Joan reacts with trepidation. Her son bursts through the
door, breathless...and dives inside.

JOAN' S SON
Mama, there are sone nen on the
| awn asking for you.

Joan reacts with puzzlenent. The radio bulletin continues
with news of the SALT 2 PEACE TALKS between the US and the
Soviet Union. Joan slowy turns to |ook out of the kitchen
wi ndow. She see two cars parked and two nore pulling up.
Reporters and phot ographers are beginning to gather on her

| awn.

As we watch the press gathering, we hear the voice of TV
tal k show host Dick Cavett fromthe follow ng scene...

CAVETT (OOV)
Ladi es and Gentl enen, my next
guest was US Chess Chanpi on at
fourteen and a chess G andnaster
at fifteen..

INT. TV STUDIO, THE WNGS OF ‘ THE DI CK CAVETT SHOW
W are in a dark area beside the blinding |lights of the
studio floor. Bobby is having | ast-second powder applied

to his face by a make-up girl...

From the studio floor we hear Dick Cavett continuing..
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CAVETT (OOV)
...and now he’s hoping to becone
Chess Chanpion of the whole
worl d, Ladies and Gentlenmen, M
Bobby Fi scher..

Bobby sneezes on the powder. ..

INT. TV STUDI O STUDI O FLOOR

Cavett is angling his body towards Bobby as he asks himsly
guestions. Bobby is sprawled in a small chair, |ooking by
turns, arrogant and terrified.

CAVETT
So where does a chess player
live?

BOBBY
| don't live anywhere, | live in
hotel s. ..

A short silence...Bobby glances around..

CAVETT
In the past, you ve nmade sone
pretty strong charges against the
Sovi ets, a couple tinmes accusing
t hem of , of...

Cavett hesitates...

BOBBY (FI RMLY)
Cheati ng.

Laughter...Cavett gl ances at his audience..

CAVETT
Cheating is the word | was
| ooking for..

More | aughter which Bobby doesn’t understand. W cut to
Bobby’ s face and the sound dies away. W see his eyes
darting as he stares at the studio audience. He sees the
canmeras pointing at him the faces all staring and we sense
his fear. The silent nmonent unnerves himand then the
sound pops back. ..

CAVETT ( CONT’ D)
An opponent once said you are
like Achilles w thout the
Achilles heel. Do you have a
weakness?

Sil ence. Bobby | ooks bew | dered. Cavett dives for
safety. ..
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CAVETT ( CONT’ D)
What’ s the best noment when you
win at chess, what's the hone run
momrent ?

Bobby’'s eyes die a little...

BOBBY
When you break his ego. That's
where it’s at.

Cavett reacts with nock alarm Bobby' s face darkens..

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
When he sees it com ng and he
breaks up inside. Wen you're,
i ke, crushing the guy...

Bobby stares out at the audience. A brief silence as the
caneras eat up his crazy expression..

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Yeah, that’'s where it’'s at.

EXT. TV STUDI O NEW YORK - NI GHT

A group of twenty young wonen and girls are being held back
by four New York policeman at the rear entrance of the TV
studi os, waiting for Bobby to appear after recording the
interview A linousine waits. W see a billboard
advertizing The Dick Cavett show. There are a group of
press phot ographers gat hered too.

After a nonent Bobby is led fromthe stage door by two
security guys. Bobby has a coat pulled over his head.
Mcallister is directing the security guys and pushes Bobby
towards the linmusine. W see all this in the flash of
canmeras conmng fromthe press pack. The girls begin to
screamas if Bobby were a pop star.

The girls are all yelling ‘Bobby!’” Then suddenly the scrum
of girls is joined by Joan. She |ooks distressed and angry
as she pushes her way to the barrier. She yells between

t he cops. ..

JCOAN
Bobby! I1t’s nme!! Bobby!

Carmi ne has energed fromthe studio door too and gl ances
for just half a second in Joan’s direction. Joan yells
with fury...

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
Carm ne, where are you taking
hin?!'! 1’ve called you a hundred
times!
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Carm ne breaks contact and hurries into the lino. The lino
drives away at speed. Joan yells again...

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
Bobby! !

She tries to squeeze between the cops but she is held back,
just as if she were another adoring fan.

I NT. BEDROOM OF HUGE SU TE AT THE YALE CLUB, NEW YORK

W find Mcallister, with a cigarette dangling, packing
Bobby’s clothes into a suitcase. From beyond the bedroom
door we hear seventies rock playing. Mallister drops ash
on one of Bobby's suits as he packs it. He brushes off the
ash then squeezes the suit into the suitcase. He fastens
it closed then lifts it off the bed.

He turns and heads for the door.

I NT. MAIN ROOM OF THE SU TE, THE YALE CLUB, NEW YORK

Chaos. Bobby is pacing back and forth. Carmine is
checking travel docunents and snoking. W find MIles and
Walter Browne fromthe US chess team eating sandw ches over
a chessboard. Mallister has a couple of guys standing by
t he door, peeking out into the corridor.

Anot her of Mallister’s men is frisking a bewildered Iino
driver for mcrophones. The rock nusic is |oud.

Mcal lister enters with Bobby's suitcase. He raises his
Voi ce.

MCALLI STER
Does the nusic have to be so
| oud?

Carm ne cones cl ose, grabs a sandw ch and gl ances at
Bobby. . .

CARM NE
It'’s so the Russians can’t hear
whi ch pl ane we’re catching...

Bobby turns and sees the suitcase in Mallister’s hand.

BOBBY
| told you | ain’t going anywhere
until | see ny sister. | wote

her and prom sed her when | was
in New York | would see her.

Mcal i ster chews on a sandwi ch and | eafs through an
itinerary.
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MCALLI STER
Bobby | forgot, she called. She
sai d she understands your
schedule is crazy and she’'ll see
you after the tournament.

Bobby reacts but Carmine takes his arm..

CARM NE
Bobby we have to go. There's a
car waiting.

BOBBY
Wait, wait, | haven't even agreed
t he noney yet.

Mcal |i ster sighs.

MCALLI STER
Bobby we’ ve been through this.
We got you thirty per cent of the
gate off the top. It’s the best
deal any chess pl ayer ever had.

Bobby’ s paci ng has taken himto a wi ndow. He gl ances out
into the street.

BOBBY
What about reporters? There’l
be reporters at the airport.

MCALLI STER
No one knows we’re | eaving
tonight. There Il be no
reporters.

Mcal | i ster picks up Bobby’s suitcase.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
No TV's. No caneras, no bugs...

Mcal li ster holds the suitcase out for Bobby to take.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
No Maraschi no cherri es.

Bobby thinks, takes a breath, sweeps his hair fromhis
face. Suddenly...
EXT. Al RPORT RCAD, NEAR A M LI TARY Al RFI ELD, MOSCOW

The heavy seventies rock we heard in Bobby s room continues
as thene.
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On a featurel ess wi ndswept plain, we see a fleet of Zls
making their way toward a mlitary airstrip where a single
Aerofl ot plane awaits. The Zils have Soviet flags on the
hoods and are escorted by notorcycle outriders and Russi an
police cars with flashing lights...

We cut inside the back of one of the Zils and find Boris,
staring out. Flashing lights illumnate his face. Geller
is at his side. Another KGB guy sits at his other

shoul der. Boris |ooks Iike a prisoner, just |ike Bobby.

I NT. JFK Al RPORT - LATE NI GHT

The heavy rock continues. A linousine pulls up at
departures. Carmine is first to junp out. Mallister and a
couple of his guys junp out too and MIles and Wal ter Browne
junp out of a town car follow ng.

Then Bobby appears. He |ooks |ike a hunted aninmal. Carm ne
has himby the arm Mallister holds the door as Carm ne
hurries Bobby forward. Bobby hesitates. Carm ne shoves him
t hrough the door.

I NT. MOSCOW M LI TARY Al RBASE

We find Boris being escorted by dozens of KGB nen who are
mar chi ng fast through the airport toward departures. Two
lines of Russian soldiers all salute as Boris passes.
Gel l er salutes back but Boris just stares at them Geller
hol ds the door for Boris.

I NT. JFK Al RPORT, CONCOURSE

There are only a few stragglers left inside the airport,
along with contract cleaners. Bobby, Carm ne, MAIIlister
and the others walk fast in a group, |ooking left and right
with Bobby in the mddle. The heavy rock conti nues.

I NT. JFK Al RPORT, CONCOURSE

Bobby and his entourage turn a corner in the |long airport
corridor. W see sonme guy in green overalls driving a

cl eani ng nmachi ne over the shiny floor. As the floor

cl eani ng machi ne clears, we suddenly see ten journalists
turni ng and one-by-one they spot Bobby. ..

JOURNALI ST 2
There he i s!

They begin to run up the shall ow sl ope towards Bobby and
the others. Bobby turns and shoves M| es and Carni ne aside
to get a clear way of escape. He then turns on his heels
and runs. ..



Pawn Sacrifice - Steven Knight - 24th August 2009 88.

EXT. JFK Al RPORT

We see Bobby leaping into a yellow taxi where the driver is
fast asleep. The driver wakes with a start and Bobby
yells...

BOBBY
Drive, drive, drive!

EXT. NATI ONAL THEATER, REYKJAVI K, | CELAND

The National Theatre is Iceland s nost prestigious building
and tonight it is |lit for the biggest occasion in its
hi story.

Dozens of news crews fromaround the world are waiting. As
we join the scene, alnobst as if in a choreographed dance,

t he US Anbassador to Iceland ( TREMBLAY)and the Sovi et
Anbassador (ASTAVIN) are arriving, acconpanied by fleets of
Zils and Linousines. There are red carpets and
searchlights lighting up the sky and crowds of people

gat hered to watch

Caption: National Theatre, Reykjavik, Iceland, July 1st
1972.

We join the US Anbassador as he is ushered fromhis car.
Then we join the Soviet Anbassador as he energes. The
Sovi et and the US Anbassadors are both quickly surrounded
by CIA and K& nmen. The two groups of nmen in dark suits
gl are at each other as the two Anbassadors shake hands.

As they do, we see Lonbardy hurrying through the crowd
towards the US Anbassador. He speaks quickly to Trenblay’s
bodyguard and is then allowed to speak to him All the
time there are smles and waves and drifting classical
nmusi c. Lonbardy gets close and speaks softly.

LOVBARDY
M Anbassador, we have a probl em

Trenbl ay turns.

LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
Bobby Fi scher has di sappear ed.

I NT. BOBBY' S BROOKLYN APARTMENT - DAV

The apartnment is frozen in tine. Strips of silver alum num
foil still hang fromthe w ndow franmes. The chessboards
are still set up. The place is a ness but it has settled
into sonmething al nost beautiful. Thin dawn |ight enters in
shafts.
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We find Bobby sitting alone at a chess table where no nove
has been made. He has found sonme old clothes and beside the
table there is a coat he wore when he was a child and al so
t he heavy overcoat Joan wore when she was young. Beside
that is the toy gun Joan gave to Bobby...’ M Peacenaker’.

Bobby picks up the toy gun and puts it to his head. H's
hand shakes. He closes his eyes and speaks flatly...

BOBBY
M Peacenmaker. Make the peace.

He pulls the trigger. He opens his eyes.

I NT. NATI ONAL THEATER, REYKJAVI K, | CELAND

Al'l the dignitaries are gathered and a crowd of six hundred
guests begin to applaud as a Master of Cerenonies
announces. . .

MASTER OF CEREMONI ES
Ladi es and gentl enen, the Prine
M ni ster of Iceland, Q afur
Johannesson. .

Appl ause. W catch the US Anbassador | ooki ng enbarrassed,
knowi ng what conmes next. Two seats away fromhimis
Lonbardy who is al so | ooki ng drawn and anxi ous.

The Prinme Mnister is on his feet.

JOHANNESSON
It is with great pleasure that |
wel cone the whole world to our
little island for what is being
descri bed as the nost inportant
sporting event in history.

The Prine Mnister |ooks across at Trenblay with barely
di sqguised irritation, hidden with anusenent. ..

JOHANNESSON ( CONT' D SARCASTI C)
However, | am confused. | was
al ways led to understand that in
order to play chess you needed
two people. Unfortunately so far
we only have one.

The crowd murnmur. As Johannesson speaks, we cut to Boris,
who is sitting with Livo Nei and Celler. They all register
unease as Johannesson continues. ..
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JOHANNESSON ( CONT’ D)
Qur Russian friends nanaged to
get here on time but apparently
t he Anericans have | ost M Bobby
Fi scher. ..

There are sonme jeers and boos fromthe crowd. Johannesson
turns once again to Trenblay. .

JOHANNESSON ( CONT’ D)
One hopes the Anmericans are not
so careless with their nuclear
weapons, which they would hide on
our own little island if they had
t he chance.

Sniggers fromthe Russians. W cut to Trenblay who shifts
in his seat and hi sses at Lonbardy...

TREMBLAY
Tell your people to get that son
of a bitch here right now or
we'll lose every air base and
tracking station in Icel and.

I NT. BOBBY' S APARTMENT - LATER

The apartnment is still in half darkness as Bobby stares at
an un-pl ayed gane of chess. Then Bobby hears a key in the
door. He turns sharply. Joan is standing in the doorway.
Bobby hi des his overwhel m ng reaction. She enters. Bobby
gets to his feet and he and Joan face each other. Joan
hol ds her enotion in check.

JOAN
The whole world is |ooking for
you Bobby.

Bobby | ooks at his shoes.

JOAN ( CONT’ D)
Do you want nme to hel p you get
away?

Bobby tries not to break but he nods quickly to his shoes.

BOBBY
| can’t play anynore Joany. Wen
| goto the table | see people
and hear voices...

Joan takes a step closer. Bobby's eyes are shining...
BOBBY ( CONT’ D)

Save ne |ike you did on the train
track.
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She reaches out and takes hold of his hand. She squeezes
it tight.

JCOAN
We' Il get your things and we’ll
go sonewhere quiet, ok?

Bobby nods. Then he | ooks up with tears on his face. He
can’t stop hinself and he steps forward to grab her. He
hugs Joan hard. ...

But then...Joan vanishes. It isn't Joan he is holding in
his arns, it is her overcoat which he has bunched up in his
fists. He realizes Joan was a hallucination

At that nmonment there is a heavy knock on the apartnent
door. Bobby | ooks startl ed.

Now t he knocki ng on the door is heavier...and then soneone
i s breaking the door down. Bobby whinpers and stares in
terror. Finally the door flies open...and Mallister
enters, acconpanied by Carmne and two of Mallister’s nen.

Mcal | i ster and Carm ne | ook delighted to see Bobby but
Mcal lister gestures at Carmne that he' |l do the tal king.

MCALLI STER
Hey Bobby. The man. W were
worried about you.

Bobby gets up and confronts themw th his toy gun in his
hand. Mallister gently closes the door. Carmne lights a
cigarette.

Then Mcallister quietly gives a slip of paper to one of his
men with a phone nunber on it. The guy goes to Bobby’'s
phone and begins to dial in the background as Mallister
talks. Carmine is staring at the gun.

CARM NE
That’s a toy, right?

Mcal lister is a professional and speaks softly.
MCALLI STER
If it wasn't 1’d have taken it
from hi m by now.
Mcal | i ster addresses Bobby. ..
MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
Bobby, what happened? Wy did you
run away |ike that?

In terror Bobby begins to search for excuses.
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BOBBY
| changed ny mind. The noney’s
no good.

Mcallister smles, cones closer.

MCALLI STER
Wl |l you know what, we just heard
there’s an extra $125, 000 on the
table for you if you play.

Bobby reacts with astonishment. Carmne gets to his feet
and approaches...it’'s like they' re gently stal king an
escaped ani nal

CARM NE
Yeah apparently some English guy.
A chess nut. Wants to see you
pl ay so bad..

MCALLI STER
A guy like mne.

Bobby steps back from them

BOBBY
W split that, right? Boris and
ne.

CARM NE

It’s just for you Bobby.

BOBBY
No! Money is respect. Chess
deserves respect.

Mcal | i ster chuckles. He and Carm ne cone cl oser.

MCALLI STER
You want respect? Man, don’t you
know? You’ ve got respect.
You’ ve got the respect of the
whol e US Gover nnent.

Mcal | i ster glances at the guy on the phone who nods and
hol ds up the receiver.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
There’s someone wants to speak to
you. They said when we find you
they have to talk to you

Bobby turns to study the phone. Carm ne w pes sweat.

BOBBY
Is it Joany?
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Mcallister sml es.

MCALLI STER
Better than that.

Bobby hesitates. Carm ne whispers.

CARM NE
Bobby, it’'s secretary of State
Henry fucki ng Kissinger now
answer the phone.

Bobby straightens, stares in disbelief. He drops his toy
gun to the floor. Mallister takes the phone and hands it
to Bobby. Bobby listens in silence. W hear Henry

Ki ssi nger’s voi ce down the phone.

KI SSI NGER ( FROM PHONE)
Hey Bobby. ..

A di sbel i evi ng pause.

Kl SSI NGER ( CONT' D FROM PHONE)
This is the worst chess player in
the world talking to the best.
The President and | want you to
go do your duty for your country.
What do you say?

Bobby focuses on Carm ne who nods through a sweaty, anxious
smle.

EXT. BOBBY' S APARTMENT

Bedf or d- St uyvesant sweats too in the hot night air as two
of Mcallister’s nen enmerge fromthe apartnent bl ock
entrance and check the street. There is a bread van parked
nearby and the lights on the van are switched on at a
signal given by the nen.

Them Mcal | i ster and Lonbardy energe, either side of Bobby,
who | ooks hunted and dazed. They hurry Bobby toward the
back of the bread van.

MCALLI STER
No linbs this time. W travel in
di sgui se.

Bobby is ranting quietly...

BOBBY
Respect, ok? That’'s what this is
for. For the good of the gane,
right?
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Mcal | i ster and Carm ne | oad Bobby into the back of the
bread van. Mallister slanms the rear doors then junps into
t he passenger seat and the bread van roars away.

EXT. JFK Al RPORT

We see the bread van arriving at a rear entrance to the
airport building. @Guys in dark suits are waiting to escort
Bobby as he junps out of the van | ooking bew | dered.

Mcal lister trots to his side and hands hima plane ticket.

MCALLI STER
We're going to the war Bobby.

Bobby is hyperventilating. H's face hardens and he bursts
t hrough the doubl e doors ahead of him

I NT. REG NA" S MOSCOW APARTMENT - DAY

On a black and white TV we see a grainy inmge of Bobby
emer gi ng through the door of a plane at Reykjavik airport.
He hesitates on the plane steps.

W pull away to reveal it is Regina who is watching the TV
imges. She is snoking a cigarette. The news itemis in
Russi an but we hear the name ‘ Bobby Fi scher’.

Regi na i s expressionless as we see a scratchy i mage of
Bobby hurryi ng down the steps of the plane and running head
first through a crowd of journalists toward a police car.
Regina’s only reaction is to squeeze the tissue in her hand
ti ght when his nanme is nentioned.

I NT. PCLI CE CAR
The car speeds down enpty Icel andi c roads.
Caption: Reykjavik, lceland, July 4th 1972.

Bobby sits in the back seat with Mallister and Carm ne
either side of him The siren is wailing and Bobby | ooks
like a prisoner (another reflection of Boris) as he stares
out at the bleak Icelandic | andscape. They arrive at the
same house we saw i n the opening shot.

I NT. GRANI TE HOUSE, BEDROOM

It is the same bedroomwe saw in the second scene. Bobby
is searching for listening devices behind the curtains,
getting on his knees to run his fingers along the skirting
boards. He huns to hinself as he searches, opening
drawers, peeking into | anp shades...
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There is a gentle knock on the door and Lonbardy enters. He
stops and stares at Bobby for a nmonment with quiet horror.

LOVBARDY ( SOFTLY)
Vel cone to | cel and Bobby.

Bobby hal f turns then resunmes his search

BOBBY
Hel p me | ook for bugs, man.
They’ re fucki ng everywhere.

Lonbardy hesitates...watches Bobby search for a nonent,
then angrily turns and | eaves.

I NT. GRANI TE HOUSE, KI TCHEN

Mcal lister is snoking a cigarette by the wi ndow  CQutside,
I cel andi c poni es graze. Upstairs we can hear Bobby
searching for bugs in his room Lonbardy enters. The
tensi on between the two nen is pal pable. Lonbardy stares at
Mcal lister, allow ng the noise of Bobby' s search upstairs
to make his point for him Mallister stubs his cigarette.

MCALLI STER
Bobby is here to do an inportant
j ob.

LOVBARDY

If he’s working for the ClIA he
shoul d get paid nore noney.

Mallister half smles, stares out of the w ndow.

MCALLI STER
Bobby is touched by the angels.
Let the angels do their work.

EXT. NATI ONAL THEATER

We see the place from above, surrounded by huge crowds of
people. As we nove lower we find TV crews fromevery
conti nent making reports in their own | anguages. The only
wor ds we understand are ‘ Bobby Fischer’ and ‘Boris
Spassky’ . ..

Caption: July 11th 1972. Gane one.
We nove through the crowds to find huge screens set up

outside the auditoriumwth a live feed of a |arge nahogany
chessboard i nsi de.
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W then reach the main entrance as Boris Spassky arrives in
a white Jeepster, travelling in the center of a huge convoy
of black Zil cars. Boris |ooks relaxed and tanned as he
junps out of his Jeepster to huge appl ause and cheeri ng.

Boris mlks the adoration for a while, but up close we may
sense the fear as he | ooks across the tops of heads to see
if Bobby has arrived. There is no sign of him

I NT. NATI ONAL THEATER

Inside, suited officials with arm bands and t housands of
mlling fans are waiting to cheer Boris. There are
enormous screens all around the reception area and in the
restaurants. Boris is led into the main auditorium

I NT. PLAYI NG HALL

The main hall is vast with a huge oblong Iight box above
the stage. The seats are full to bursting. There are TV
canmeras all around the stage, and there, in the center of
the stage, a large table with the mahogany chessboard set

up.

The crowd get to their feet and yell support as Boris
enters the hall. He nakes his way to the stage with Livo
Nei and Celler by his side. Twenty bodyguards and KGB guys
mar ch behi nd t hem

Boris | eaps onto stage and waves his hand at the crowd. As
he does he whispers to Livo Nei.

BORI S
(Where the fuck is Fischer?)

The of ficial adjudicator (Schmd) is |ooking anxiously at
the big clock above the stage. Spassky is standing in a
huddle with Livo Nei and Geller. The appl ause di es and soon
the crowd are getting restless. Slow hand cl appi ng begi ns.
Then there is a conmotion at the door. Bodies appear. W
see Lonbardy and Carmine...followed by a flash of

caneras. . .

Bobby steps warily into the auditoriumin his sharp suit.
He has a hunted expression and flinches as canera |ights
flash. Sone of the crowd applaud, others jeer and boo.
Bobby then wal ks slowmy down the aisle toward the stage.

He passes Mallister, who stares inpassively as Bobby wal ks

by.

Bobby steps onto the stage alone and stares all around in
bew | dernent. The appl ause builds for the two nen. Bobby
turns and wal ks toward Boris, who holds out his hand to
shake. ..
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But Bobby wal ks straight past him He wal ks on a few paces
as if he were about to | eave the stage but he sees Carni ne
in the wings. Bobby |ooks bew |dered...then stops and
turns around. He spots Boris and wal ks back to him and
grabs hi s hand.

There is a blizzard of canera flashes as they finally shake
hands. Bobby finally smles...

SCHM D
Now we cone together for the
drawi ng of the colors.

The crowd are buzzing with anticipation. Canera flashes are
once again blinding as Boris picks up a white pawn and a

bl ack pawn. He shuffles them and then holds out his closed
fists. He | ooks at Bobby’'s uncertain face and snmiles...

BORI S
Bobby? Choose. .

We now foll ow the word ‘ choose’ as it travel s West.

EXT. AUDI TORI UM | CELAND

On the big screen outside the theater, the massive crowd
sees Boris holding out his hands to Bobby.. ..

BORI S
Choose. .
I NT. WHI TE HOUSE, OVAL OFFI CE, WASHI NGTON
Through a hal f open door to the Oval Ofice, we see the
backs of six guys in suits (the President and his advisers)
who are watching a | arge screen TV..
BORI S
Choose. .

I NT. KREM.I N, PRESI DENTI AL SANCTUM MOSCOW

Presi dent Brezhnev is seated in a |arge sw vel chair,
wat ching his TV...

BORI S
Choose. .
| NT. STAGE

We are back at the playing hall. W cut close to Boris’s
hand opening sl owy.



Pawn Sacrifice - Steven Knight - 24th August 2009 98.

SCHM D
M Fi scher chose bl ack. Let the
gane begin.

Huge appl ause and cheers. Bobby and Boris’s eyes neet.
Then the uncertainty | eaves Bobby’'s eyes as he goes to his
seat and sits down. Boris sits down at the same tinme. The
cheering and appl ause builds to a crescendo and then...

I NT. PLAYI NG HALL, STAGE
Si | ence.

Bobby is sitting at the table opposite Spassky, who sits
i mperiously still. Fischer has his thunb and forefinger
pushing his lips into a contenpl ative gri mace.

Bobby noves his Knight to King Bi shop Four. A whisper goes
around the hall..

I NT. VI EW NG GALLERY

The gallery is across the hall fromthe stage and has a
glass wall so the advisers and seconds can see down onto
the stage. There is also a |arge screen showing all the
noves cl ose up. W see Bobby’'s nove on the screen. A

whi sper goes around the gallery too. Lonmbardy and Carni ne
are together at one end of the gallery. Livo Nei, Celler
and ten other advisers are at the other end. They eye each
ot her across the divide.

As Bobby noves, Lonbardy makes a note on his pad.

LOVBARDY
He’s inviting Spassky to take the
I ndi an def ense.

Spassky noves. The Russian advisers all scribble notes.

CARM NE
Spassky is taking the invitation.

I NT. STAGE

Bobby studies the board. He feels Boris's eyes on him and
shifts a little. Behind Bobby there is a novenent...Bobby
hears soneone noving along a row of seats. He turns
irritably...

BOBBY
Coul d you hush. .

....he suddenly sees Regi na maki ng her way al ong the row of
seat s.
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Bobby takes a sharp breath and | ooks qui ckly back to the
board. His face is an explosion. He hisses to hinself...

BOBBY ( CONT' D EXCI TED, ANGRY)
How the hell did she get in here?

Boris angles his head at Bobby, puzzled. Up above we
gl i npse Lonbardy peering down fromthe view ng area.

Bobby turns to the audi ence once again, but this tinme
Regi na has di sappear ed.

The seat is enpty. Bobby blinks fast. He hears soneone
openi ng a door behind himand he turns sharply...but his
not her i s nowhere to be seen.

He gl ances up at Spassky who is registering Bobby’ s sudden
di sconfort. Spassky then makes his nove and sl aps his
cl ock.

Bobby takes sonme sharp breaths and dares to | ook into the
enpty seat in the auditoriumagain. This tinme, he sees
Regi na again, staring straight at him She lifts a canera
to her face and takes a photo.

As the photo flashes, Bobby leaps to his feet and strides
toward the seating area. Bobby now sees that the seat is
enpty once nore. Bobby stops and | ooks confused.

Suddenly...a whisper in his ear...a replay of Regina's
words in the doctor’s surgery all those years ago.

REG NA
It’s a possession...he is
possessed. .

Bobby turns fast to see a female official wal king by.

BOBBY
What did you say? Hey,
you. ..what did you say?

The official |ooks puzzled and wal ks on. Bobby is
breathing fast. He looks all around and then calls out to
Schmi d. .

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
W' re gonna have to stop this.
There are caneras everywhere in
here. | can hear themrolling...
can’t concentrate...

I NT. VI EW NG GALLERY

Geller and Nei are watching at the far end of the view ng
area. Carmine is staring anxiously down at the auditorium
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Lonbardy has seen Bobby getting agitated and hurries out to
go down on the floor..

I NT. AUDI TORI UM

Lonbardy arrives on the floor and hi sses to Bobby, whose
arms are swinging wildly as he paces back and forth. ..

LOVBARDY
Bobby are you ok?

Bobby | ooks all around the roomand a thousand faces al
stare at him none of themhis nother. He is aware now
that his nother was a hallucination. He has to think of
anot her reason to explain his behavior..

BOBBY
It’s too fucking noisy in here,
you know? Too many caneras. W
have to get the caneras out of
her e.

Bobby points to a velvet curtain.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)

Behind there. | can hear them..
LOVBARDY
Bobby, it’s ok. They're just TV
caner as.
BOBBY

And there’'s sonething wong with
the lights in here....

He | ooks across at the seating area. He is trying to blane
the lights for what he saw. ...

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
I’ mseeing |ike..shadows. ..
can’'t see what anything is.

LOVBARDY
Ok Bobby 1’11 ask themto turn up
the lights. Spassky has made his
nove, you go sit down.

Bobby is vibrating with tension. He stares at the faces of
the crowd, the unblinking gaze of the caneras. He sw ngs
his arns around and then returns to his seat. As he does,
Spassky studies himw th cool contenpt...

Bobby | ooks down at his |lap then dares to | ook at the
seating area. He sees his nother sitting there and beside
her he sees his sister Joan as a small girl and al so
hinsel f as a snmall boy.
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He whinpers a little and | ooks down at his knees which are
shaking. A voice in his ear..

REG NA
Wiy does he do everything Iike
he’'s made of rubber?

Bobby waves his armw ldly to get the voice away fromhim
He | ooks out of the side of his eyes at the audi ence and
sees Regi na has gone. He |ooks up at Spassky. Spassky is
detached and calm..a half smle appears on his face. He
| ooks at Bobby’'s clock and sees his tine is ticking
awnay. . . .

In a soft whisper Boris begins to count down, a nocking
imtation of Bobby in his previous ganes...

BORI S ( SOFTLY)
Ten, nine, eight, seven, six...

Bobby | owers his head. He | ooks back to the board...and
makes his nove.

I NT. VI EW NG GALLERY

Carmne is standing at the glass staring down at the gane.
At the far end of the viewing room alnost in silhouette,
we see CGeller and Nei al so watching the gane.

Lonbardy returns fromthe floor and hurries to Carm ne.
Carmine is watching the gane and Lonbardy joins himjust in
time to see Bobby nobve a piece. Carmne hisses..

CARM NE
Ah shit....

EXT. AUDI TORI UM

W see the nove being made on the giant screen outside the
auditorium A gasp goes around the crowd. Anong the
international TV crews there is a buzz going round too. W
join an anchor for ABC news...

ANCHOR
The gane was followi ng a set
pattern known as a Nizno. Then
Bobby Fi scher nade one nove that
will hit the front page of every
newspaper in the world tonorrow
nor ni ng. . .

A pause.
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ANCHCOR ( CONT’ D)
Because Bobby Fi scher has nmade a
huge m st ake. ...

I NT. AUDI TORI UM

We cone close to Meallister who is watching w thout
expression as Walter Browne whispers interpretations into
his ear. Suddenly, on stage, Bobby leaps to his feet once
nore. ..

BOBBY
| can still hear the canmeras!
And | can’'t see in here. | can't

see a damm thing in here..

Bobby turns to the audi ence and neets Mallister’s eye. He
stares at Mcallister with terror in his eyes. Mallister
nmeets his gaze inpassively.

Bobby suddenly turns and claws at the velvet curtain at the
back of the stage.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
I want these people out of
here. ..

Two TV caneranmen are pulled into the |ight by Bobby and the
crowd begin to jeer and hiss.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
I can hear them whispering!!

The crowd begin to boo sone nore and then slow hand cl ap.
Mcallister’s face doesn’t betray his anxiety, but after a
tense nonment he suddenly gets to his feet and | eaves.

I NT. DARK CORRI DOR BEHI ND THE PLAYI NG STAGE

A dark, uncertain place with odd |ight shafts slipping

t hr ough bl ack-out curtains. W hear the audi ence appl audi ng
and cheering. Then the bl ack-out curtain billows and in a
shaft of |ight Bobby appears in a fury.

He hears reporters yelling outside and stops. As he does,
Lonbardy and Carm ne appear. The fire exit door bursts
open and sone reporters spill inside.

Lonbardy grabs Bobby and pulls himthrough the nearest
door.
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I NT. PI NG PONG ROOM

There is a small roomused as a recreation area for staff
in the theater. There is a drinks machine and a ping pong
table. Carm ne and Lonbardy push Bobby inside and | ock the
door. Suddenly the noise of the auditoriumand the
reporters di sappears.

Carm ne and Lonbardy take a breath.

CARM NE
Ok Bobby you get yourself
t oget her ok? You just |ost one
game. It’s ok there are lots nore
ganmes to conme. \Wen you' re calm
we'll get you out to the car.

Bobby is breathing hard but then he stops and | ooks al
around the room

LOVBARDY
The reporters will go after
Spassky, so we can slip you out
anot her way. ..

Bobby has stopped breathing. He is staring around the room
in wonder. He studies the bare walls and the ping pong
table as if they were works of art. Carm ne and Lonbardy
are puzzl ed.

CARM NE
Bobby? Are you ok?
Bobby is still staring in awe.
BOBBY

It’s...quiet in hereisnt it.

Carm ne and Lonbardy | ook at each other. W will learn
t hat Bobby has just decided upon a new strategy.

EXT. THEATER

Crowds cheer and applaud. Boris Spassky is |eaving the
theater to a hero’ s reception, wearing shades, |ooking |ike
a novie star. Sonme in the crowd are waving Sovi et fl ags.
Crowds push forward to get his autograph. He is
acconpanied into the waiting Zil by Livo Nei.

INT. ZIL, OUTSIDE THE THEATER

The crowds are pushing their hands agai nst the glass as
Boris and Nei settle into their seats and the car pulls
away.
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Boris renoves his dark glasses and we see he | ooks deeply
weary behind his dark gl asses. Nei squeezes his arm

NEI
(He broke at the first hard
bl ow. )

Boris nods, rubs his eyes and | ooks wary. Nei studies
Boris, surprised he is not happier.

BORI S
(For no reason he shot hinself in
t he head).
The crowds outside the Zil are still swarm ng around the
car.
NEI

(You | oaded the gun).
Boris stares thoughtfully out of the w ndow.

BORI S
(My chess teacher taught ne. A
man who is prepared to conmt
sui ci de al ways has the
initiative.)

I NT. GRANI TE HOUSE, HALLWAY

The door to Bobby’s roomis |ocked and frominside we hear

| oud rock music playing on his short wave radio. W study
the cl osed door for a nonent. Then Lonbardy arrives at the
door with a burger and fries. He knocks the door hard and
calls out |oudly.

LOVBARDY
Bobby, cone on, we need to talk
about the next game. 1’ ve got
food. | promse it’s not fish

We had sone food sent down from
the US Air Force base.

There is no reply. Lonbardy |ooks concerned. He knocks
t he door again. After a noment a slip of paper is pushed
out fromunder the door. Lonbardy sighs and picks it up.

I NT. GRANI TE HOUSE, KI TCHEN

Carmine is sitting in the kitchen, sipping whisky fromthe
bottle. Mallister is peering out of the w ndow, snoking.
Qutsi de we see the Icelandic police guards and a US Air
Force jeep. Walter Browne is studying the game Bobby just
| ost on a chessboard on the kitchen table. The nusic from
upstairs |l eaks out. Lonbardy enters with the un-delivered
nmeal and the piece of paper.
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Lonbardy dunps the neal, plate and all, into the trash. He
| ooks devastated as he hands the sheet of paper to
Mcal li ster.

As Mcallister reads, Lonbardy sunmarizes for Carm ne and
Br owne. . .

LOVBARDY
He says unless the rest of the
ganmes are played w thout an
audi ence and w thout caneras he
isn't going to play.

Mcal li ster | ooks incredul ous as he reads on..

LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
And he’ll only carry on if the
rest of the ganes are played...

A di sbel i eving pause..

LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
...in the ping pong room behind
t he mai n stage..

Carm ne grabs the sheet of paper...

CARM NE
The fucki ng what ?

LOVBARDY
The room where we hid out. He
says it’s the only place that’s
qui et .

Lonbardy | eans back against the wall and | ooks up at the
ceiling...the source of the nusic.

LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
God help him he's just nmaking
i mpossi bl e demands to nake sure
the Russians will say no. It’s
his way of quitting.

He turns to Carmine then glares at Mallister.
LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
Your horse just fell at the first
fence. | guess the Anmerican
dreamis over

Lonbardy pushes past Mallister and | eaves.

EXT. I CELANDI C HI LLS, BESI DE A BUBBLI NG SPRI NG

The scene is a pastoral idyll. There are rolling hills in
t he background and the spring steans in the norning air.
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We find Bobby playing around and | aughing with a small herd
of Icelandic ponies which roamfree in the hills. He runs
with them shoos them strokes their manes. Over this we
see an incongruous capti on.

Caption: Gane two.

I NT. PLAYI NG STAGE

The auditoriumis full but there is a kind of stunned
silence. The 'Gane two’ caption remains.

Boris steps on stage fromthe wings but there is no
appl ause. Schmd nods for the clocks to be started. Boris
stares across the board. Bobby’'s seat is enpty.

EXT. |1 CELANDI C HI LLS

Bobby has junped aboard one of the ponies and rides a
little way, |aughing. The horse bucks and throws himoff
and he rolls on the grass (Bobby s haphazard riding is a
contrast to Boris's horsemanship earlier).

I NT. PLAYI NG HALL

Boris sits down and noves a pawn. The audi ence are not
novi ng a nuscl e.

EXT. | CELANDI C HI LLS

Bobby is on his knees, |ooking all around, suddenly deep in
t hought. A pony cones close and |icks Bobby’ s hand.

I NT. PLAYI NG STAGE

Bobby’s clock hits zero. There is a sigh fromthe
audi ence. We hear Schm d announce.

SCHM D
M Spassky wins by forfeit. He
now | eads the tournanment by two
points to zero.

Schm d produces a typed sheet and begins to read fromit.

SCHM D ( CONT’ D)
And according to Federation
rules...M Fischer now has twenty
four hours to indicate in witing
that he wi shes to continue in the
agreed venue. ..
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EXT. | CELANDI C HI LLS

Bobby checks his watch and becones thoughtful as he gets to
his feet and wal ks with the ponies...W hear Schmd
continuing in OOV.

SCHM D ( OOV)
...OQherwise, M Fischer will be
di squalified and M Spassky w ||
be declared Worl d Chanpi on.

A half smle appears on Bobby's face...alnost as if things
are working out exactly the way he wants themto.

I NT. SAGA HOTEL, BORI S SPASSKY' S ROOM - LATER

A bottle of Chanpagne sits in a bucket of ice inside the
plush suite. W glinpse a nessage card tied to the neck of
the bottle. The door opens and Livo Nei enters with Boris.
The nood is subdued. Boris is coiled and tense.

Nei goes to the bottle and reads the card.

NEI
(It is from President Brezhnev.
He says congratul ati ons on your
second victory).

BORI S
Victory?

Boris suddenly snaps. He strides towards the bottle,
pushes Nei aside and then hurls the Chanpagne at the wall,
where it smashes and fizzes.

EXT. GRANI TE HOUSE ( REPEATED SCENE)

W repeat the scene which opened the novie, with the
granite house at dawn and Mallister’s car driving towards
it.

I NT. GRANI TE HOUSE, BOBBY’' S BEDROOM - DAWN ( REPEATED SECOND
HALF SCENE)

W return to the second scene. This tine, only Bobby and
Mcallister’s words are heard. W join Bobby sitting in his
boxer shorts....his gaze fixed...

MCALLI STER
There are boys your age in
Vi etnam gi ving their fucking
lives right now for the fight
agai nst Conmuni sm
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Bobby nods once.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
And all you have to do is put
your fucking pants on and pl ay.

A pause.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
If the Russians win this, they
win the brain war. There is only
one man on this entire planet who
can stop them

Mcal lister is now close to Bobby and his shadow falls on
Bobby’ s face.

MCALLI STER ( CONT’ D)
Now Bobby pl ease...get dressed,
conb your hair and go save the
free world.

A long pause (this tine we will hear the answer).
Finally...flippantly...Bobby | ooks at Mallister.

BOBBY
Pi ng pong.

At |ast we cone around to Mallister. His face turns to
anger then to stone.

MCALLI STER
I wll report your words to the
President of the United States.
You have betrayed your country.
May you rot in hell you crazy son
of a bitch.

After a nmonment Mallister turns and | eaves, slamm ng the
door as he goes. Bobby’'s eyes flicker. W sense a steely
det erm nation...

I NT. SAGA HOTEL, BORIS' S ROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

Boris is pacing around the room playing six different
ganmes of chess all at the sane tine. He is wearing pyjanas
and for the first tine he looks a little vulnerable. 1In
his anxi ety and fast novenent he al nost resenbl es Bobby.

He checks his watch and goes to | ook out of the wi ndow. W
see TV crews loading their gear into trucks. W sense the
worl d believes the ganme is up.
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I NT. GRANI TE HOUSE, OUTSI DE BOBBY' S BEDROOM DOOR

Carmne arrives at the door with a stack of telexes. He
knocks.

CARM NE
Bobby, | have nessages fromlike
a mllion people including
veterans who |l ost bits of their
bodies in Korea telling you to
open this fucking door.

Silence. Carmne kneels and begins to shove the tel exes
under the door. As he does, he calls out...

CARM NE (CONT’ D)
Bobby, you still have two and a
hal f hours.

There is no reply.

I NT. SAGA HOTEL, BORI S'S ROOM

As Boris prows fromchess gane to chess ganme, he begins to
munble to the enpty space on the other side of the
chessboard he is facing...

BORI S
(Robert Janes Fi scher you have to
see reason...)

He takes a breath, gets hold of hinself...then grows... He
checks his watch. He stops and glares at the tel ephone by
the bed. He goes to it and picks it up and speaks directly
wi t hout dialing...

BORI S ( CONT’ D)

(I want you to know I cannot win
this way! | know you are

i stening because you al ways
listen....)

He puts the phone down and then | ooks all around the room
He speaks to the walls...

BORI S ( CONT’ D)
(M Bubnov, M Geller, President
Brezhnev, | know there are al ways
listening devices in ny roons in
case | amplanning to escape. So
I know you can hear ne.)

He makes three fast noves on three different chessboards.
Then he yells out at the walls and ceiling...
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BORI S ( CONT’ D)
(I do not want to win this way!!
Do you hear me?!!)

Boris makes sone nore noves on the chessboards.
and angrily addresses the walls again...

BORI S ( CONT’ D)
0 destroy himnow or he

e t
follow ng ne forever |ike
)

(I need
will be
a devil!

I
devi | !

After a nmonent there is a knock at the door. Boris goes to

the door. It is Celler, also in pyjanas.

GELLER
I's everything ok?

BORI S
What makes you think it isnt?

GELLER ( DEFENSI VE)
| heard you through the walls.

110.

He stops

Gel |l er pushes past Boris and enters the room Boris

turns. ..

BORI S
Then you will know | have nade a
deci si on.

A pause.

BORI S ( CONT’ D)
| want you to get a message to
Bobby Fischer. Now. This
m nut e.

CELLER
For all | know they have al ready
dragged himaway to the lunatic
asyl um

BORI S
I have decided. | will agree to
play in the ping pong room

Geller stops in his tracks and turns to Boris.

EXT. | CELANDI C MOORLAND

An | cel andi c geyser bubbl es blue and steans in the norning
air. Near to shot there is an old bicycle on the ground.
An I celandic police car approaches at speed down an enpty,
wi ndswept road. It slows down as it approaches the bike

and then skids to a halt.
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Carm ne and Lonbardy | eap out of the back of the car. The
policeman driving the car gets out and exam nes the bike.
He nods his head. Carm ne i medi ately cups his hands and
yells out to the rugged hillsides all around.

CARM NE
Bobby! ! ! !

EXT. MOORLAND, OVER THE BROW OF A SMALL HILL

Bobby is kneeling beside the spring again, tossing pebbles
into the water, alnost as if he is waiting for sonething.
He is dressed in a two tone suit and white shoes. He hears
Carmne yelling his nane.

He checks his watch. A half smle appears on his face. He
| ooks |i ke a man whose plan has just worked perfectly. He
t osses anot her pebble and then gets to his feet.

EXT. MOORLAND/ POLI CE CAR

Carmne is still yelling Bobby s nane but then Lonbardy
spot s Bobby ski dding and sliding down the scree hillside.
Carmne yells...laughing with disbelief...

CARM NE
Bobby!! You won’t believe it!
Spassky has agreed to play in the
pi ng pong room

Bobby doesn’t appear to be in the least bit surprised, but
instead he shrugs as he strolls nonchalantly toward Carm ne
and Lonbardy. He addresses Lonbardy directly...

BOBBY
In chess you have to know your
opponent. My Indian defense has
wor ked.

Bobby pushes past Lonbardy toward the bicycle. Lonbardy
studies him..and slowy his mouth falls open as he begins
to have a realization. He stares with disbelief at Bobby.

Bobby clinbs aboard the bi ke and casually begins to cycle
away down the long straight enpty road. Lonbardy is stil
staring at himw th wonder. Carm ne | ooks at Lonbardy.

LOVBARDY
That son of a bitch

A pause.

LOVBARDY ( CONT’ D)
It was...a nhove.
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I NT. LONG CORRI DOR | NSI DE THE NATI ONAL THEATER

Lonbardy and Carmine are wal ki ng fast backstage through
swi ng doors. Lonbardy is holding a seal ed envel ope.
Carm ne checks his watch

CARM NE
We got two m nutes.

Suddenly the door ahead of them opens and Mallister
appears.

MCALLI STER
The President of the United
States wants to know what is
goi ng on.

Lonbardy and Carm ne push past him

LOVBARDY
Tell the President he shoul d nake
Bobby Fi scher his Secretary of
Def ense.

Lonbardy and Carmine hurry on with their seal ed envel ope.
Mcal | i ster | ooks confused.

I NT. REYKJAVI K Al RPORT - DAY

The lounge is filled with reporters and news crews |ining
up to fly hone. W see boards detailing flights to Mdscow
and to New York and there are two separate |ines of
passengers, hauling their equipnent.

Then a guy runs toward the Mdscow queue and hi sses
sonething in Russian. There is disbelief, people dropping
their cases. Then an Anerican TV enpl oyee appears and
calls out to the Anerican queue..

AMERI CAN
Hey any NBC guys here, | got bad
news. You' re not going home.

I NT. PI NG PONG ROOM

The roomis now bare and cl austrophobic. The ping pong
tabl e and dri nks machi ne have been renoved. A table in the
center is just a sinple table and the chess set seens too
grand for the environnent.

After a nonent, Geller, Nei and then Boris enter the room
Geller and Nei are hiding huge m sgivings as they | ook
around the room GCeller sniffs the stuffiness in the air.
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Schmd follows themin and checks his watch. Schm d | ooks
peeved too...

SCHM D
If he is even one mnute | ate
this tine, | will fine him

Boris flickers a little as he grabs the back of his chair
and squeezes it.

Then Bobby enters. He is wearing a sharp suit and
crocodil e shoes. Al heads turn. Carm ne and Lonbardy
enter behind himand take up position by the door. Bobby
| ooks neither to the left nor right but imedi ately goes
and sits down in his seat at the table.

For the first time Boris | ooks genuinely unnerved as Bobby
stares into space across the board. Schm d speaks up.

SCHM D
Per haps at |east you woul d be
graci ous enough to thank M
Spassky for acquiescing to your
demands.

Bobby i s expressionless.

BOBBY
I"’mso grateful 1’"’mgoing to |et
hi m wat ch ne pl ay.

Geller and Nei glare at Bobby, know ng that he has Boris on
t he back foot. Schm d nmeanwhile is pointing at a snal
surveillance type canera in the corner of the room

SCHM D
There is only one canera. Just
there. |t does not npve. It
will relay pictures from
this...little room..to the rest

of the worl d.
A pause.

SCHM D ( CONT’ D)
Now pl ease...can we just play
chess?

BOBBY
I’ mwaiting.

I NT. BROOKLYN DI NER

The di ner where Bobby once nmet Maria has been altered a
dozen times and now | ooks seventies kitsch. A huge crowd
of people are watching the TV in total silence, drinking
cof fee and beer without taking their eyes fromthe screen.
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Caption: Gane three.

At a certain table we see a hand witten sign which
reads. ..’ Bobby Fischer sat here, 1961'.

On the TV we see a grainy image of Boris sitting at the
tabl e al one. Then we see Bobby sitting down and making his
nove. The crowd all instantly cheer the nove. A voice
fromthe back

CUSTOVER
What the hell are we cheering, we
don’t know even if it’s good or
bad.

The crowd all turn and hush him There is a tense nonent.
Then we see Spassky considering the nove. After an
agoni zi ng few nonents, Spassky knocks over his King. The
crowd all roar as if this were a football gane.

I NT. SANTA MONI CA MOTEL, OFFI CE

It’s anot her hot sunmer day. The Motel clerk is staring at
his TV screen. Donna is beside him staring at the screen
t 0o.

Caption: Gane four.

A busi nessman enters, sweating in his business suit. He
just wants a roomfor the night. As he goes to the counter
he sees the Motel clerk is totally engrossed in the TV.

The custonmer waits in silence..a little unnerved by the way
the Clerk is staring at the screen.

CUSTOVER
Excuse ne. ..

CLERK (TO DONNA)
Spassky t ook Bobby’s Bi shop.

DONNA
So what? | took his virginity.

CLERK ( TENSE)
Wai t, Bobby’s novi ng agai n.

The custoner is perplexed. He speaks softly.

CUSTOMER
Excuse ne...Fischer already won
gane four. He won it |ast night.

The clerk finally focuses on the custoner.
CLERK

We know. We're watching the re-
run. Ok with you ass hol e?
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I NT. SMOKY BAR, MOSCOW

The place is functional and drab, clouded in cigarette
snmoke. A single large TV screen is showi ng flickering
i mages of the next gane between Bobby and Boris..

Caption: Gane five.

There is a lively and angry debate anbng the custoners in
Russian. On screen we see Bobby staring intently at Boris
t hrough the drifting cigarette snoke.

Then we find Regina and her husband, clinging on to each
other near to the back of the bar. Suddenly there is a
huge groan fromthe crowmd. W see a flicker of delight on
Regi na’s face which she hides. A disgruntled drinker
drains his glass and gets up to go the bar. As he gets up
he calls out..

DRI NKER
(They are poi soning our man. They
are doing sonething to his mnd.)

As the drinker passes, Cyril glances at Regi na and she
squeezes hi s hand.

At that noment on the TV screen Boris gets to his feet.

I NT. PI NG PONG ROOM

We join at the sane nonment that Boris gets to his feet.
Schmd is sitting nearby. Boris grunts and begins to
wander around the tiny room

Bobby’ s eyes follow Boris as he wal ks and Boris seens to
shrink away from Bobby’s unflinching gaze. It’s as if the
two of themare nowin a prison cell and this is just how
Bobby wanted it. Then Boris turns to Schmd, who is half
dozing in a hard backed chair near to the door.

BORI S
(There i s sonething comng from
ny chair).

Schm d doubl e t akes. ..

SCHM D
Your chair?

Boris looks a little enbarrassed but he is spooked by
Bobby’ s stare and angry so he blurts out...

BORI S
It is a vibration or a sound of
sone ki nd.

( MORE)
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BORI S(cont ' d)

Maybe hi gh frequency, | don’'t
know...it is affecting my mnd...

Boris dares to glance at Bobby. Bobby is staring at him
i npassively, in exactly the way Boris used to stare at
Bobby. .. Boris | ooks away.

EXT. BACK STAGE, CORRI DOR

We can hear |oud appl ause com ng fromthe stage on the

ot her side of the black out curtains. This time it is
Boris who is marching away in a fury. He is yelling to the
arny of advisers who are hurrying in pursuit. Livo Nei and
Geller are closest.

Boris stops and stares at themin fury. He has no | ogical
conpl aint but blurts out...

BORI S
(Have you never heard of the
Cl A?)

He turns and continues to wal k, yelling..

BORI S ( CONT’ D)
(I want ny chair x-rayed!)

I NT. REYKJAVI K HOSPI TAL, X-RAY ROOM

A team of radiologists, acconpanied by a bew | dered | ooki ng
Schm d are setting up Boris’s chair ready to be x-rayed in
a roomnormally used for sick patients. Schmd is wearing a
| ead vest. The head radiol ogist places the chair in
position then | eads Schm d out of the room

I NT. REYKJAVI K HOSPI TAL, REVI EW ROOM

We see Boris and Nei studying a series of x-rays of the
chair. Boris studies each frane intently, while Livo Nei
studies Boris just as intently.

NEI
(Boris it is just a chair.)

Boris turns sharply and hisses.
BORI S
(Next you will be telling me that
Fi scher is just a chess player).

Bori s wal ks.
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I NT. GRANI TE HOUSE, BOBBY' S BEDROOM

Bobby is sitting in half darkness, in silence. He is
studying a chess gane. Gey half light conmes through the
wi ndows and his curtains billow

For the first tinme Bobby | ooks utterly serene as he studies
t he pieces on the board. Then there is a knock at the door.
Bobby doesn’t respond.

The door opens...and Regina enters. She | ooks young and we
shoul d know that she is a hallucination. Bobby doesn't
| ook up. Regina cones to sit opposite him

BOBBY (W THOUT LOOKI NG UP)
I wouldn’t sit there if | were
you, Monma. Peopl e get sick

Regina smles. A pause...

REG NA
Do you forgive ne?

A pause. Bobby noves a piece w thout |ooking up.

BOBBY
Are you proud of ne?

Regi na doesn’t reply.

REG NA
What happened to you?

Bobby makes anot her nove.

BOBBY
| used to go back to the world.
But | had to make a choice. So
now | "mhere all the tine.

He finally |l ooks up and smles at Regina. She smles back.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)

the tine. |'mat the table
all the tinme. | can never go
ack.

Bobby | ooks down at his fists which clench tightly.

BOBBY ( CONT’ D)
Are you wat chi ng, Momma?

Bobby doesn’t dare to | ook up.
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REGQ NA
Yes, |I'’mwatching on TV. Every
nove.

Regi na reaches over and puts her hand on his fist then
renoves it.

Bobby slowy | ooks up...and instead of seeing Regina he
sees Boris Spassky staring back... W are suddenly in the
pi ng pong room and as Bobby | ooks up, Spassky slowy | ooks
down at the board.

Caption: Gane six.

Spassky reacts to the nove that Bobby just nade. Boris
studi es the nove then quickly | ooks up at Bobby with

di sbelief. He |ooks back to the board. He realizes
sonething awful. W can feel his world falling apart. His
eyes are beginning to glisten.

EXT. NATI ONAL THEATER

The crowds are now huge around the venue with TV news crew
vehicles spilling out of the car park and into the streets.
Bobby’ s | atest nove has been relayed to the gi ant screens
out si de.

The ABC news anchor is standing with his crew and a

prof essi onal chess adviser. The anchor is not broadcasting
but is sipping coffee and listening to the feed into his
ear piece, pushing it into his ear as he studies the nove
on the giant screen. He is replying to voices in his ear

t hrough his mec.....

ANCHOR ( TO STUDI O
X, he just did what? Don’t use
jargon, just in plain English.
...he's playing a wild gane.
What does that nean? Look | got
some guy fromthe crom down here
who knows stuff...

The anchor | ooks up at his chess adviser who hisses in his
ot her ear...

ADVI SER
He' s doing things there are no
nanes for. He's like...going into
it free. Nobody s seen these
noves before. ..

There is a gasp fromthe audi ence and the chess advi ser
turns to study Bobby’'s | atest nove on the big screen.

ADVI SER ( CONT’ D)
Jesus...what the hell is that?
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I NT. VI EW NG GALLERY

Carm ne and Lonbardy are sitting in arncthairs, staring up
at the black and white screen |ike religious adherents

| ooking up at God. Mallister is alittle way behind them
chewi ng a match

At the other end of the gallery, the Soviets are studying
their own screen. They are also staring, totally
speechl ess.

We survey their faces as the noves are nmade on the screens.
They are all looking in awe. Fischer and Spassky are
swappi ng noves in fast succession. Finally Mallister
comes close to Lonbardy and speaks softly.

MCALLI STER
What’ s goi ng on?
A pause.
LOVBARDY
Did you ever watch a spider nake

a web?
Across the gallery we catch Livo Nei wi ping his eyes as he
stares. W sense that he is in awe too. GCeller glances at
hi mjust once. Fischer nmakes anot her nove.

I NT. PI NG PONG ROOM

We see a | ook of total serenity on Bobby' s eyes. He has
reached a kind of N rvana.

Bobby nakes a nove.

Boris blinks once. He |ooks up at Bobby. Bobby’s eyes are
still, his mnd enpty. A flicker of inconprehension
crosses Boris's face...then he half smles as he realizes
he i s beaten.

After a long nonent, he knocks over his King with a flick
of his finger. The King falls in slow notion. Bobby | ooks

up.

EXT. AUDI TORI UM

The crowd breaks into huge appl ause...then cheering.

I NT. VI EW NG GALLERY

Lonbardy and Carmine slowy get to their feet and begin to
appl aud, filled with enotion.
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After a nmonment, Nei gets to his feet too and appl auds.
Geller glares at him Finally Mallister gets to his feet
and appl auds too.

I NT. PI NG PONG ROOM

There is silence in the room Then...after a few
nonents...Boris also gets to his feet and begins to
appl aud.

Bobby | ooks up, confused and astoni shed that his eneny is
appl auding him Boris applauds firmy.

EXT. NATI ONAL THEATER

The crowd are applauding wildly as they see Boris getting
to his feet and acknow edgi ng the beauty of the gane Bobby
just played.

I NT. PI NG PONG ROOM

Boris continues to applaud. The life seens to drain from
Bobby’ s body and he slowly lowers his head. H's |long arns
| ose their tightness and he sinks into his chair.

As the cheering continues, we suddenly fade to black (the
effect of the sudden bl ack screen should be a little
shocki ng) .

W see a caption card as the appl ause and cheering grows.

Capti on: Bobby Fischer went on to win the Wrld

Chanpi onshi p and becone the first Anerican to hold the
title. Game six remains one of the greatest ganes of chess
ever played.

EXT. AUDI TORI UM

W cut back to Bobby just as suddenly. He is now energing
frominside the theater to acknow edge the adul ati on of the
crowd who are whoopi ng and cheering. Carm ne and Lonbardy
are by his side. Both nmen beamw th pride. In the
background, Mallister lights a cigarette. Bobby |ooks
shocked and hunbl ed. He waves just once.

We continue the sound of the wild cheering as we once again
fade to black and see a caption.

Caption: After winning the chanpi onship, Bobby Fischer
never played another federation tournament and never
def ended his title.
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EXT. WASHI NGTON PARK, W NTER BLI ZZARD

The cheering stops and is replaced by the sound of a

how ing wind. W cut to Bobby wal ki ng al one through the
snow bl asted park. He has a scarf wapped around his face.
He stops and sits down at one of the chess tables and wi pes
snow fromit with his sleeve. He stares down at it.

After a nonment Joan appears fromthe blizzard and sits down
opposite Bobby. W are unsure if this is reality or a
hal | uci nati on but we see Bobby | ook up and snmile at Joan.

Joan takes his hand and squeezes it.

JOAN
You did it Bobby.

Bobby nods and smiles some nore. W cut to black and see
anot her caption card.

Caption: Fischer’s victory is considered by historians to
be a crucial landmark in the war of ideas between the West
and t he Sovi et Union.

EXT. WASHI NGTON PARK, W NTER BLI ZZARD

Qut of black Bobby and Joan hug each other and then part.
Bobby turns to wal k away into the blizzard. As he goes,
Joan calls out to him..

JCOAN
Bobby, I will always have your
hand.

Bobby turns up his collar and wal ks into the snow

We cut to black and a card caption.

Caption: Bobby Fischer’s sanity disintegrated after the
victory and his paranoid delusions and obsessive rants saw
hi m ostraci zed by Anerica and by nost of the world.

EXT. REYKJAVI K GRAVEYARD

The snow swirls and we may think that we are still in
Washi ngton Park. But through the snow we gradually see
gravestones and, near to shot, a mechanical digger
scratching away at the frozen earth of Icel and.

Cut to black and caption card.

Caption: Bobby Fischer lived in exile, shunned by nost of

humanity for thirty years. He died in 2008. He chose to
be buried in Icel and.
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I NT. ABANDONED WAREHOUSE, BROOKLYN - NI GHT

W see snow swirling. W see uncertain lights. W mght
still be in the graveyard in Iceland, but then, through the
swirling snow, Bobby as a young man steps forward with a
basebal | bat.

W see we are inside an abandoned warehouse. Bobby smashes
a window with the baseball bat and takes a breath. Then he
arrogantly throws the baseball bat in the air and lets it
clatter on the ground. He grins, dusts his hands and wal ks
out of shot, leaving a night tinme view of Brooklyn through
a broken, dirty w ndow.

A caption appears over the shot w thout fading to bl ack.

Caption: Bobby Fischer was the first and | ast Anmerican
chess chanpi on of the world.

Fade to bl ack.

THE END



