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*The winter session of Parliament saw more political positioning 

than appraisal of a legislation to make instant triple talaq a 

criminal offence.

*The core question is whether resorting to an illegal and 

arbitrary form of divorce should necessarily lead to a prison

term for the offending husband.

*Three concerns: Prison, Subsistence and Misuse of Law 

*The Bill is now in the Rajya Sabha

*Will the government would take care of the sustenance of the woman 
concerned if her husband is jailed for uttering triple talaq?

*A sound legal framework to deal with all issues arising from instant talaq
ought to be crafted after deeper consideration. 
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*Five months after Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian 
predicted that economic growth was likely to be closer to 6.5% 
in the current fiscal year, the Central Statistics Office has 
forecast that the gross domestic product (GDP) would expand at 
precisely that pace in the 12 months ending in March.

*GVA — which excludes taxes that feature in the GDP number —
is projected to grow by 6.1%, slowing from a provisional 6.6% in 
2016-17

*Because: manufacturing and the agriculture, forestry and fishing 
components of GVA decelerate.

*Gross Fixed Capital formation is likely to slow down.

*With agriculture struggling for traction, despite a ‘normal’ monsoon, the 

prospect of private final consumption expenditure regaining vigour in a 

hurry seems remote
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*Government’s fiscal deficit has already crossed the budget estimate for 

the full year.

*GST collections are underwhelming, is a particular cause for concern.

*With Brent crude hovering around $67 a barrel, oil prices are now well 

above the $60-65 range that the Economic Survey had flagged as having 

the potential to undermine both consumption and public and private 

investment.

*Reserve Bank of India will have little to no leeway to mull interest rate 

reductions to support growth.



www.studyiq.com

*Emissions Gap Report 2017: national pledges would be 

inadequate to keep global warming below 2°C.

*The Talanoa Dialogue of the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, beginning this month, will facilitate the parties 

to take stock of progress post-Paris.

*India could set the precedent in deepening the dialogue process by 

1. action-oriented

2. Inclusive

3. bottom-up approach

4. involving extensive participation and collaboration of its States.
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*India has committed to meet its current target of 33% reduction in 
emission intensity of the 2005 level by 2030, by generating 40% of its 
energy from renewables. States are important for the realisation of this 
goal.

*Grand coalition of stakeholders is must for India.

*Continuously examine the progress

*State capacities vary: common but differentiated responsibilities

*Under2 Coalition

*MoU by subnational governments to reduce their GHG emissions 
towards net-zero by 2050.

*Telangana and Chhattisgarh are signatories

*200+ members

*26 subnational governments in China and 24 in the U.S.
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*The Centre, by its own admission, does not know exactly how much 

property it owns. Imagine what would happen if a citizen or a private 

entity made such a claim before the taxman — they would be fined and 

very likely end up in jail. 

*What is really unfortunate is that a large part of the unused land is high-

value property in prime areas in major cities.

*Land hoarding by government agencies has created artificial scarcity 

and is one of the main drivers of skyrocketing urban real estate prices. 

*The CAG also reports that none of the government agencies maintains 

adequate ownership records.
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*Land is a crucial and often constraining input for production, not only in 
agriculture but also in secondary and tertiary sectors. 

*The problem of land scarcity has been aggravated by grossly wasteful 
land use by government agencies.

*A useful measure of this is the floor space index (FSI), which is the total 
floor area built per square metre of land. 

*For example, if a single-storey building occupies 50% of a plot, the FSI would 
be 1/2. If the building is expanded vertically to have four stories, the FSI will 
go up to two (4 times 1/2), as the effective floor area has quadrupled.

*The demand for land increases with both population density and 
economic growth. Therefore, to maintain efficiency, the FSI should also 
increase. 
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*Most Indian cities defy these basic tenets of urban planning. The main 
reason is the large areas of unused or underutilised government land 
with an irresponsibly low FSI.

*Surplus land should be utilised to meet the ever-growing demands for 
services

*Land intended for future use can be rented out till such time it is 
needed, through a transparent auctioning process.

*We could take a cue from Britain. There, the government has pledged to 
provide details of ownership, location, and intended use for all 
properties. Citizens are invited to contest official land use and suggest 
alternatives. 
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INS Arihant left crippled after ‘accident’ 10 months ago

*Indigenous nuclear submarine INS Arihant suffered major damage 
because of possible human error and has not sailed now for months, 
according to Navy sources. 

*Arihant is the most important platform within India’s nuclear triad 
covering land-air-sea modes.

*Arihant’s propulsion compartment suffered damage after water entered 
the area more than 10 months ago, according to details available with 
The Hindu.

*Water rushed in because a hatch on the rear side was left open by 
mistake.
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*The indigenous nuclear submarine, built under the Advanced Technology 

Vessel project (ATV), suffered damage while it was at harbour. Since the 

accident, the submarine has been undergoing repairs and clean up, and 

has not sailed, sources said.

*INS Chakra has only a peripheral role in the nuclear triad, for both 

training and escorting, since it is INS Arihant that would carry nuclear 

missiles.

*Equipped with nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles, Arihant is India’s only 

operational Ship Submersible Ballistic Nuclear (SSBN) asset.
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Willing to talk to Kim, says Trump

*U.S. President Donald Trump said talks between 
North Korea and South Korea scheduled for next week 
were an outcome of his “firm stance” and he could 
talk to North Korean leader Kim Jong-un on the 
phone. 

*It is likely to pave the way for the North’s 
participation in the Winter Olympics in the South 
next month.

*Mr. Trump’s position on talking to the North has 
changed many times. He had once said his 
negotiating skills could lead to resolution of the 
conflict with North Korea, but in recent times, he 
dismissed Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s
diplomatic efforts as a “waste of time.”
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5 athletes killed in Delhi car crash 

*Five power-lifters, including an international level athlete, were killed 

early on Sunday and another was critically injured after their car 

rammed a divider in the Alipur area on the Delhi-Haryana border. 
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Tourism boost for Meghalaya

*Ahead of the announcement of Assembly elections in Meghalaya, Union 
Minister of State for Tourism K.J. Alphons on Sunday announced a tourism 
package of D70 crore to develop religious and spiritual circuits in the 
State.

*Denying that the announcement was aimed at catching votes, the 
Minister accused the Congress government of obstructing the Centre 
from implementing an inclusive project to bring about religious harmony 
in the State.

*The Ministry had sanctioned D61.38 crore for illumination, landscaping 
and construction of parking lots and toilets and other facilities in 37 
churches. 

*Another D8.61 crore will be given for similar projects to 11 other 
religious groups. 
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Sushma urges NRIs to come back

*Setting the tone for the government’s 

outreach to the Indian diaspora, External 

Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on Sunday 

urged people of Indian origin to take 

advantage of India’s projects for 

connectivity to Southeast Asian countries. 

*“Today, 16 Indian cities are connected to 

Singapore, a trilateral highway project from 

India to Thailand is making progress, and we 

plan to extend this further to connect India 

with other ASEAN countries. India has 

become a dominant power in the world, and 

that influence and that sense of power 

reaches every Indian,” she said. 
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Rohingya insurgents justify fighting

*Rohingya insurgents said on Sunday that they have no option but to fight 
what they called Myanmar’s ‘state-sponsored terrorism’ to defend the 
Rohingya community, and they demanded that the Rohingya be consulted 
on all decisions affecting their future.

*The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) launched raids on the 
Myanmar security forces on August 25, which sparked sweeping counter-
insurgency operations in the Muslim-majority north of Rakhine State that 
led to widespread violence and arson and an exodus of some 6,50,000 
Rohingya villagers to Bangladesh. 

*The UN condemned the Myanmar military campaign as ethnic cleansing. 
Myanmar rejected that. 
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On way to insolvency, firms scout for fronts 

*A number of insolvency-bound companies, reeling under huge unserved 

loans, are scouting for front entities to buy them out in a distress sale 

under an ’asset reconstruction’ model with the help of ‘friendly’ IRPs, 

but have landed themselves under the regulatory scanner.

*The companies which are currently under the scanner include those from 

the steel, power and textile sectors, the official said, but refused to 

divulge the names as an investigation is currently underway.
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Bad loans: 1,463 entities each owe PSBs D100 cr.

*As many as 1,463 entities account for bad loans of D100 crore or more in 
21 public sector banks (PSBs), Finance Ministry data showed. 

*In State Bank of India alone, 265 accounts had bad loans of more than 

D100 crore each, totalling D77,538 crore, at the end of the September 
quarter. 

*PNB had 143 non-performing asset accounts carrying more than D100 

crore each, totalling D45,973 crore. 
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Boost to gravitational wave study 

*India’s role in studying gravitational waves — touted as one of the most 

important discoveries of the recent past — will increase once the 

proposed gravitational wave observatory is set up in the country, David 

Reitze, executive director of Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave 

Observatory (LIGO), said.

*The observatory is expected to start functioning by 2025.

*Gravitational waves are ‘ripples’ in the fabric of space-time, caused by 

some of the most violent and energetic processes in the universe such as 

the merger of black holes or neutron stars.
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Deadly collision A Panama-registered tanker carrying Iranian oil on fire after it collided with a Chinese bulk ship in 

the East China Sea, 160 nautical miles off Shanghai, on Saturday. The tanker’s 32 crew members were missing. 
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1. El Nino current appears along the coast of which one of the following?

A. Brazil

B. Peru

C. Alaska

D. Western Australia

2. Identify cold ocean current/s from the below given list

A. Canary

B. Humboldt

C. Brazil

D. Oyasiwo

3. Identify:
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