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They have always heen here.
VAMPIRES.

In secret and in darkness. 4
WAITING.

Now their time has come. , q /

In one week, Manhattan will be gone. ik

in one month, the country. ey ;o
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CONTAINER 'S
) NET oM THE MANIFEST.
ON THEEE. IT SHAULPN'T HAVE
ONE...TWS... L BEEN IN THE FLANE
AT-- Ligtty !

- - THREE S

WOULDNT.
THERE HAapP
O BE SOME-
THINS ELSE




EFH. THE

THESE FECFLE MOST THREE SURVIVORS
LIKELY STARTELD ARE COMINE T
HERE. I'M HAVING THEM

FULL A AR AROUND
TO SET YoU TWE
OVER TO JaMalcA
HOSFITAL.

NORA; THERE ARE
TWE HUNDPRED AND

=
ﬂ-ﬁHhéggLnnﬁT ouT EYERY PIECE OF

™ - ME SCREAMS WE'RE
S - il LOCOKING AT AN
I COULD PUT
A DEAD RAT OUT
THERE AND THEY'D
BE SWARMING IN
MINUTES.

IT's THE
SCPOAMNELEST
THING I'VE EVER

SEEN.

"...I FEEL LIKE IF
WE CAN'T FIGURE
OUT WHAT IT 1=
AND FAST...

"...A LOT MORE
FPECPLE ARE
SONE T DIEY




FANAKA
HOSFITAL
MELPICAL
CENTER-.-

CAPTAIN

CAFTAIN REPDFERN,; I'M
DPR. EFHRAIMN SOOPWEATHER,
CHIEF EFIPEMIOLOESIST OF
THE £.0.C.'% CANARY RAFPID

N AWAKE, Sil.

HOW DO SO -.Q | j/
FEEL ’ ‘(M

2

e WHAT
HAFFENELD
ON THE FLANET




L-LooK. .. IT'S ' MY WIFE DOESN'T PRIVE
YERY IMPOETANT AND WE PIDN'T FLAN ON
ICONTACT MY A ME BEING SONE LONGER
WIFE AND THAN THE BUSINESS
KIDPsS... TRIF...

—

---M-MY WIFE FEELS
MORE SECLIRE WHEN I'M
SONE--WITH THE Bi& POSS,
BUT THEY'RE A HANDPFLIL. I HAD
TO INSTALL CHAINS IN THE SHED FOR
WHEN THEY &ET TP BE T MUCH.
O-OTHERWISE THEY BIF UF THE HOUSE
AT HISHT. WE JUST &OT A6 NEW SOoFRb—-

THE
PoEs; TOO.
IM's==IT'S A LOT TO

MANAGE THE KIPS AND
THE Po@EsS.. . THEY'RE BlS.
SAINT BERNARDS...

-2 YOoU REMENMBER THE
LANDING oM THE
FLANET ANYTHINS
UNUSUALT PECPLE
YELLING...O00D
SMELLS...T

IF
I FORSET CUR
ANNIVERSARY T

PUCE,
CAN I &ET
SOME FPAINKILLERS
FOR MY NECKT

WHEN'S THE
REFRESHMENT
CART COME

M. BOLIVAR,
ONBLOARD THE
FLANE WAas A LARGE
CABINET. VERY &0 THIZ
LOOKIMNG AND
CORNATE.

SEEMED
LIKE THE KINP OF
THINS SOCMECNE
LIKE You wWoLlll
COLLECT.



ARE You KIDPING T
THAT SHIT'S AN ACT -,
PUPE. &CTH FAINT ANP
HARDPCORE LYRICS
PACK ARENAS AND
SELL ALBLUMS.

LooK IT UP. MY FATHER
wWas a4 METHORIST
FREACHER AND THE
OMLY THING I COLLECT
15 PLISSY.

‘s TRUE . COCKROACHES
SURVIVE ANYTHING,

TiMs I WANT
FULL QUARANTINE
oM THOSE THREE UNTIL
WE SET A SOMFLETE
A WORKUP. As CLOSE AS

H)WE cAN SET 10 A FULL

AUTOPSY WITHOUT
KILLING THEM.

TELL
THE NURSES TO
KEEF BOLIVAR'S CELL
FHONE AWAY FROM HIN.
A SUY LIKE THAT cAN
CAUSE FLENTY OF
. FROBLEMS.

NOW WE

You BACK TO
J.F.K. PIRECTOR
BARNES, HE'S WAITING
WITH THE MaYOR aNe
SOVERNDR FOR THE
FRESS BRIEFING.
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CHESAPEAKE BAY;
PARK HARBOR, VIKGINIA-.-

e THE
o ) STONEHEART FFROLIF
" m”’éﬁ -?ﬂ-*'g-f'-‘-'— _ =0 AN (TS ENISMATIE

TR T L ”n:.-: A 'IF.: 1"7:- gty L4

oW HOMEY WACIEN BLIFEETT, PALMER, HAVE SLIETLY

ROLNOTABLE ” WE'LL CONTINLALLY MAKE ANASSED 4 PORTROLIS

_;.fg i’rﬁ'ﬁﬂm‘# FPERHARS SREATER THAN
TEONEHEATT BOTH THOSE MEN .

SeoLP _ p ﬂ/
) “ k. T i

-l WEE
LEss THAN A MONTH
Aray FEEM THE FidsT
O SiX NS LEAT
ENEESY PLANTS T




== AN FENT & THES -
F MILLISN-DOLLAR BLIY=iN
¢ HELL B2 FOR YU WHAT
ALL SIX; £ s HE COES FOR ALL His
CLIRSE,; FLILLY INVESTERS, ANE THATS
AND PENATELY FREDIET THE
FINANCED BY THE i
STONEHEAST
o e o

= |
P
.-".-j

YOUR BLOOT X

PRESSURE'S LIFE |15

pre g ; THE FLITURE,
ﬁ;ﬁggiﬁi r?é ' MR. FITZWILLIAM .

% f P THE REST I15...
H{'W;_Sglﬁ,!;mum P = _ : TRAPPINGS.

THEY
TOLR? ME I'D?
NEVER MAKE

FORT -

THI= =
WHAT WEALTH
BliYs.

RAGEDY AT JFK. TRAGEDY AT JFK. =3 TRAGEDY AT JFK. [



A NEW HEART, '

NEW KIPNEYS,
FPANCREAS, THREE
LYERS...

L FOUR
HOURS A DAY OF
HAVING WY BLooD
CLEANSED OF
IMPURITIES. LIVINS
IN A& MEAT
LOCKER.

ME. FITZWILLIAM,
FLEASE SEE IF
THEY'RE READPY WITH
THE HELICOF TER.

TP LKE T2 INTROPLICE PR,
FFHZAH SOOCWEATHERD -
THE &.2C. = LEar
INVESTISATOR., HE'LL B8
ABLE T MORE FLILLY ALLAY
MOLIS CONCIFENS...

WATCHING
FLASTIC FERENS
FADE IN THE

WE ARE CONFIDENT
BASER ON EXFERIENCE
ANE ALL AVAILASLE
EVICENCE THAT THIS
1= ﬂfmfﬂi? BUT I LIVE.
INETEENT ..o -FHI m_.ﬁFx
YEARS PAST MY
EXPIRATION DATE
I <TILL LIVE.

SOON THAT
WiLL BE THE
ONLY MEASURE
OF A MAN'S
WEALTH.




WELL, I--EEALLY COULPN'T
SPECULATE UNTIL ALL JUR
TEST RESLULTS ARE IN, BUT
DIRECTOR BARNES =
CORRECT. N&O OTHER
SIMILAR SCCLIRRENCES
HAVE BEEN
REFDRTEPD...

AT THI=
TIME. -.

WELL, J2AN
IT%S 8 FLINNY THING
IN THAT WE cALL THE
EVYENT A SOLAR

THAT=
REALLY ALL T HAVE.
WE TAKE THESE
MATTERS SEQIOLUSLY
AND WiLL REFDRT MORE
WHEN THE FASTS ARE
KNOWN .. M. .. THANE
Y.

WELL, Lok s
LIKE ANSWERS
ARE NOT FORTH-
EOMING FESM THE
c.2e. IN THE J.FEK.
TRASELY.

THE MOON
ACTUALLY "OcCULTS"
THE SUN--IT BLOCKS OR
HIDES IT BY PASSING IN
FRONT OF IT; YoU
=EET

-=8T THE TRUE
SCTENTIFIC WORDP FOR
WHAT 'S HAFFENING I
OCCHLTATION -

BUT IN OTHER NEWS, WE'RE
JU=T MINUTES AWnAY Ao
A RARE EVENT IN THE CITY.
A SOLAR ECLIFSE.

&> EXFLAIN MORE
WE'YE BROLSHT IN LR

CHWN PR. PATEL. PECTER,

TELL Uis AF0UT THIS
NAaTUEaL WONDPEER.




== AND CASTS
ITS OWN SHADOW
O THE EARTH.

CHEEK IT: MATT.
IT LEOKS LIKE AN
EYE. AN BVIL
20MBIE
EYE.

YOU'RE 4
STRANGE BOY:
ZACK,

'”iu-.-iu-ﬁill

"T'S A YERY RARE OCCURRENCE IN
- ;=== THE CITY, BECAUSE oMLY A SMALL PART
;='.I =1= ".i OF THE EARTH I IN THE COMPLETE
J'\-q-...... 5l-lnm:‘-'w OF THE ,-n.::::w

BRAIN-EATING
,.‘-.";:?Mgfff FROMN THE

MOOCOCN /...

"ALSE REMEMEBEE, IT'S
YERY IMFOETANT TC WEAR
PROTECTIVE SLASSES.




T2 NOT PO 50 cOoULP
CAUSE PERMANENT
HARM TC THE RETINA...

w
"...EVEN BLINDNESS . 9

-.even BLnowE=s
\J
)&




WHCS
THE HELL
AUTHORIZEDR
MOVING THE BOXT

I HAYE A TEAM
COMING HERE ANY

MINLITE TO TAKE 4

SAMFPLES.

I'VE BEEN

| HEREE THE WHCOLE

TIME AND NO
ONE's SNUICK BY
ME. MO WaY.




- \ Oy,
THAT KITTIES; WHAT
PIER OUT
HERET

ScA7 7/ LasT
THING WE NEER IS
PEADR CATS IN THE

WHEEL--







SOMETHIN' FOR ME, y
LN MAN. WE'RE SOIN' oS

THE QUESTIONS,
BRO. JUST PULL YOUR
FINGERS OUT OF YOLUR
SISTER'S CONCHA
AND COME SET ME.




ND STOFS
MOW,; M. ELIZALDE.
WE KNOW EVERY-
THING ABOUT YOU. WE
THE VAN 15 AT J.FK."S LONS— KNOW ABOUT YOoUR
TERM LOT. KEYS AND FLIRTHER SEALED JUVENILE
INSTRUETIONS WILL BFE IN THE a MANSLAUSHTER
ELOVE COMPARTMENT. CONVIETION ==

/ -=-WE
rf&’fﬁ; i : KNOW WHERE
& ) : YoUR MOTHER
FOR DRIVING f S T : = LIVES.
A TRUCK
MANT

You

THREATEN | FIEAK
MI HADRE, ) YL '
AAN ?' .ﬂﬂ'E Youl,
SOME KIND OF
TERRORIST 7

| “Hey, man. poneT
You WALK AVAY, —
DRIVE YOUR OWN AN YAV

FLICKIN' YAN. F';iﬂj:"gw ’ " ; TEON EYEN KNOW

AN, ! i WHAT THE FLUICK
X g YOU'RE SARRYINT
BACK THERE...”
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OH; ANSEL, THE DO&S,
PR g L _ THE CHILDREN TOO. PAP
FLATBUSH.--. I TELL You, Was SOME Bls

MISSED YOU ; AND SERTIE
S MlUcH v
ANN-MARIE. . FAMOUS ROCK STAR. SO MUCH. *;EEEL;ES
YOLIR HUSBAND 14 HIS LaWYERS came I <
B LUCKY MAN.. DOWN AND SOT LS
VES, SiE. ALL RELEASED.

I THINK I
EOULD HAVE BEEN
HELLP THERE ALL
WEEK/!

[

ALMOST
TS MUCH
FOR ME TO

HANDLE. WHAT
WOLILD I HAVE
PONET

ANSEL,; EVEN BEFDRE YOU TOOK
OFF, I FELT &O0 HAP ABANCONEDP
THAT FLANE.

I TELL
YoU,; ANSEL: T'VE
JUST BEEN FRAYING
AND FRAYING
NONSTOFR ...

AN, SWEETIE.
REMEMBERZ,; I'M
ONE OF THE

ON; COULD You I THINK I'M cOMING
SET ME SOME DOWN WITH SOME-
WATER FOR MY




OFICE OF 'S ALMOST

IT's A ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ’r INISIBLE. [ po you Have

CLEAN BREACH i A THECORYT
CAROTID. -
WEHAT MADE
ITe T CAN'T EYENM
IMASINE. NOTICE THE
SCALPEL-LIKE PRECISION
LIKE FEROM A CALIBRATED
INSTRUMENT; BUT THE
ECSES ARE ROUNDPEDR,
ORSANIZ IN
AFFEARANCE.
.y

S THOUSH, was
CLEARLY TC DRAIN
THE BLOOLOUT

OF THESE

| IF
YOU'LL NOTICE
THERE'S NOT A

- PROP OF BLOOP IN

ANY OF THESE

BODIES.
)

SEET
THICK LIKE
SPOILED
MLk,




THESE

I THOUGHT BODIES ARE
THEY WE: FILLED WITH IT. IT'S
PROTEINS LIKE THEY'VE BEEN

SEPARATING, EMBALMED. ™S

RIT 1T NOT METHODOLOGY
THAT. ON THIS 15 WRONG .

WE'RE CUTTING INTO
THEM LIKE THEY
ALL JUST PRANK

FOISON KOO -

T AGEEE. THERE THE BLOPIES ARE WARM. WE NEEP TO
ARE REACTIONS VERY WARM - SOMEHOW REINVENT
STILL &OINE ON THEY'RE STILL SENERATING THE WHEEL

INSIDE THESE HEAT. AND THERE'S SPOTTING oM THIS

CORPSES ., MOYBE ’ ON THE ORSANS--LIKE

PARASITIC ; MAYBE THEY'RE BRUISING.

. FRESH BATCH OF
i ineys BODIES . RESTART
FROM sQUARE

BRING IN A

CALL KENT;
TELL HIM &2 TO A

THESE FPECFLE ! WHICH MEANS .
WE NEED TO LOCK Ao
LEVEL RZUR. FULL
| CONTAINMENT. HavE
g 11§ THEM CHECK FOR
: NECK INCISIONS

WEREN'T KILLED
OR FOISONEDP OR THIS THING DOWN
SASSED. THEY'RE IMMEDIATELY.
N INFECTED-
&N THE THEEE
SURVIVORS -

COMPLAINING
ABOUT His
NECK.

,.‘

OR.
SOCTPWEATHERT
‘ J:._-




MY NAME |5 ASREAHAM
SETRAKIAN.

WHAT I HAVE IF ANY OF
TO SAY; POCTOR, 1 US ARE GOING
15 VERY gmﬂrnm, 1‘_’3;““‘-1:@ | =
S _ NIGHTS.

ANSEL;
I--HAVE MORE
WATER. I DISSOWVED
SOME ARYIL IN IT LIKE
You ASKEDR...

ARE--
ARE PAP
AND SERTIE
IN THERE WITH
YOU T

I THOUSHT
I HEARD
WHINPERING.
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Send your letters tg thestrain@darkhorse. com.

At the time of this writing, issue # 1 has not yet hit the
stands or found its way to readers’ hands. | hope that our
next letter column will be filled with your guestions and
comments about this fantastically terrifying comic. In the
meantime, we have some awesome concept drawings
from artist Mike Huddleston to share, with commentary
from my fellow editor Jim Gibbons. This was originally
featured on the Dark Horse blog:

Here's Mike Huddleston's first full sketch of one of the
big, nasty vampires from The Strain. These vile creatures
are very well described in the novels, and after we
tracked down an insane amount of references in the
source material for Mike, he piled all that prose into his
brain, and this awesome monster is what came out when
pencil hit paper.

Getting to be a fly on the proverbial wall as Guillermo
del Toro and Mike figure out some of the details of
these monsters has been a treat. The two are very well
paired when it comes to collaborating on these horrid
bloodsuckers. Del Toro's creature pedigree is well
known, but take a look at some of Mike's initial notes

for Guillermo from this round of sketches and you’ll see
he's a similarly mad monster genius:

“If this large stinger organ is connected in the
mouth, when it is recoiled inside could the weight
pull the skin of the mouth and face inward? If the skin
covered the teeth, it would be an ‘anti-vampire’ from
what we traditionally see.”

“Can we have the neck area be an area of color to add
interest, AKA turkey neck?”

“Any chance of mutating vampires with multiple or
weird stingers?”

“If the neck swells to hold the stinger, | thought it
would be cool to see a fat guy with a huge stinger that
looks like a bullfrog when his stinger is recoiled.”

You’'ll have to read the series to see what came out
of the resulting conversations about these vampires, but
seeing how Mike puzzled out the physiology of the monsters
should be fascinating and enticing for horror fans.

Thanks for tuning in!

Sierra Hahn
Editor
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Man, | love that show. | love that show so much | don’t
really get people who don't love that show.

Folks talk about the martial-arts action, the sidesplitting
humor, and the three-dimensional characters, but really,
“three-dimensional” doesn’t cover it. Aang, Katara, and
company aren’t just well written; they're alive. | swear,
more than once, I've felt Appa’s breath on my face. (No,
| do not do drugs. Yes, | do sit too close to the screen.)

Meiji-era Japan. After pushing through the gates of the
Earth King's palace, we find ourselves in the Forbidden
City during the last decades of Qing-dynasty China. When
Appa lands near the ruing of the Southern Air Temple, we
discover Tibetan artifacts at our feet. When Yue, prin-
cess of the Northern Water Tribe, sacrifices herself for
the Four Mations, she reenacts the drama of Chang'e, the
Chinese moon goddess. These are real-world cultures as

Appa, for those who've
Never seen an episode
of MNickelodeon's Avartar:
The Last Airbender, is the
giant flying bison that our
young protagonists ride
from town to town, adven-
ture to adventure. Let me
repeat the important parts
of that sentence. Giant!
Flying! Bison! Seriously, if
you don’t love that show,
| don't think we can be
friends.

For me personally,
though, the appeal of the
show goes beyond Appa's
breath.

When | was a kid, my Chinese immigrant mother used
to tell me stories at bedtime, the same stories she heard
when she was a kid. | listened wide eyed as moon god-
desses, talking forest creatures, and corrupt magistrates
committed acts of heroic self-sacrifice and unspeakable
evil. Sure, her stories were exciting, but they also carried
echoes of a culture that | found all around me at home,
yet only experienced secondhand.

As | followed the last Airbender on his journey to save
the world, | felt the same stirring inside that | used to get
from my mother’s stories.

Avatar cocreators Michael Dante DiMartino and Bryan
Konietzko and their team drew from Asian cultures and
Asian mythology to construct a fully realized fantasy
waorld, complete with a kung-fu-based magic system.
When we walk the streets of the Fire Mation, we wvisit

DARK HORSE HEROES!

He proof that the Force

seen through the lens of
myth, and the results are
pure magic.

They're also no
accident. As evidenced
by Dark Horse's The Art of
Avatar: The Last Airbender,
Mike, Bryan, and their team
researched relentlessly.
(Full disclosure: | don’t get
a penny for plugging the art
book. Unfortunately.) They
studied Asian art, Asian
architecture, Asian cloth-
ing, and Asian philosophy.
They involved their Korean
animation partners in a
way that was unprec-
edented for an American studio.

And that's one of the reasons why my involvement
in the Avatar comics has been such a thrill. As | work
through the scripts, I'm playing in a world described not
only by the Nickelodeon cartoon, but also by my mother’s
stories. Together with Mike, Bryan, and the ubertalented
Japanese art team Gurihiru, | now have the chance to
bring a bit of the show's magic into the panels of my
favorite medium,

Will we succeed? That's for you to decide. When
Awvatar: The Last Airbender—The Promise Part 1 comes
out in January, pick up a copy and read it up close, just a
couple of inches from your nose. Let me know if you feel
Appa’s breath on your face,

Gene Yang
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